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Here we are, just one month from September. How did that happen? So it is time to be thinking  

of the ministry activities and opportunities awaiting us this Fall. 

We have had a full summer. The Integrity of Faith class on Tuesdays was well attended through 

June and July. James engaged us in the relationship between our faith profession and action. This is important as we are taking 

the time to enter into a communal conversation about the changes we need to make as we face our future as a faith  

community. We have established a Renewed Beginnings Task Force comprised of sixteen members. How do we bring about 

change without alienating people? How do we face the tension between our fears and losses and the need to change?  Within 

each of us there will appear opposition and resistance. That is natural. We default to what we know. Anxieties and insecurities 

cause us to hang on to what we know. We have 150 years of cherished history. Our structures and ways of doing things are 

firmly grounded. That in itself may make us more rigid and resistant to change. Adaptability is more difficult. But this is God’s 

church to build, not ours to hang on to as though it belongs to us. 

However, like Lewis and Clark facing the Rocky Mountains separating them from the ocean, we have no choice but to adapt. 

Their canoes and what they had known up to that point would no longer get them to where they were going. New strategies 

were needed. Like them, we face unchartered territory. Our culture is full of dying traditional mainline churches like ours 

which are considered an optional, out of touch and irrelevant relic of the past. 

We will talk about a shift to a missional mindset. That refers to our willingness to go into the culture and establish beach heads 

of ministry with people very different from us. The best example is what Pastor Miriam shared about her ministry to the  

skateboard community in Kalispell. However, “a missional mind shift alone doesn’t lend itself to the capacity building that  

actually brings change” (“Canoeing the Mountains---Christian Leadership in Unchartered Territory”, Tod Bolsinger). We must 

take actual steps of faith under God’s guidance. 

There are no magic bullets. Communal conversation and prayer, trying different things, learning from our failures and  

successes, supporting, not being critical of one another, and a willingness to trust that God is with and leading us in God’s  

mission is critical. We are in this together. No one person has all of the answers. In fact, we must admit that we simply do not 

know what to do. But we move forward in faith aware that as God has been with us in the past and that God will be with us 

now and in the future. 

The Renewed Beginnings Task Force is God’s means to engage us as we address our future. Our resources are prayer and the 

awareness of God’s present guidance, the traditions of our past, the New Beginnings Assessment, the Bible, and a helpful  

resource, “Neighborhood Church”, as well as our conversations together. This offers a new installed pastor an opportunity to 

join with you in the conversation so that he or she may be part of what God is leading this community to do in ministry  

together as we listen to the Holy Spirit. This reduces the expectation that the new pastor brings a blueprint and will do it all for 

us. That would be a set-up for failure. 

You may join the conversation by attending one of our Faith Institute Classes for Fall. There you will have an opportunity to 

read and be in conversation with our book, “Neighborhood Church: Transforming Your Congregation into a Powerhouse for 

Mission”.  

Interim PastorInterim Pastor  
Chuck CarlsonChuck Carlson 
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It is full of illustrations of what other PCUSA churches have done as they have faced transition and change. Two pages feature 

Charles and Melissa Johnson, our mission co-workers in Zambia and how they have applied the principles of this book in their 

Zambian community. We look forward to conversation with them as they bring the gospel message in worship Sunday, August 

25th. 

This Fall brings opportunities for faith and spiritual formation. Our MidWeek Ministry picks up with a BBQ September 4 th, 

Wednesday at 6 PM. Information is on CE Update for Letter of the Week and Morning Out. We are continuing to build this  

ministry with new families who participated in VBS in July. 

I will be leading a course on Romans entitled “Invitation to Romans Discipleship Bible Study” starting September 12th,  

Thursday, at 10:30 AM in Room 7. We will meet each successive Thursdays concluding on Thursday October 31st. If you find a 

called, installed pastor during that time the class is prepared to continue with other leadership set in place. This study will  

explore the Righteousness of God and Faith in Jesus Christ; Abraham’s role in the plan of salvation; Christ, the new Adam; Sin, 

Law, and grace; Divine Purpose and Human Responsibility; The Salvation of Israel and the Nations; concluding with Love and 

Humility as the foundation in the making of God’s kingdom. The cost is $15 for the material. Join us. 

Take note also of the planned giving events with Rev. Dr. Rob Hagen on September 16th and 17th. This will kick off our 2020 

stewardship drive and expand our understanding of the role we can play in God’s kingdom. He works with pastors and  

churches to promote a culture of generosity and stewardship. 

God is alive, active, and very much at work among us. As we are open to the Holy Spirit through conversations with each other 

God will guide and lead us into God’s future. I leave us with several encouraging scripture passages: 

     . “The Lord will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your frame. You will 

be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail” (Isaiah 58:11). 

     . “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak 

only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come” (John 16:13). 

     . “Let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get guidance” (Proverbs 1:5). 

     . “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not unto your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him and he 

will make your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5) 

It continues to be a joy and privilege to be in ministry with you during this interim period. 

May Christ’s peace and guidance be with you all, 

Chuck 
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         FAITH INSTITUTE CLASS FOR FALL 

September 8th – October 13th will be Neighborhood Church:  Transforming Your  

Congregation into a Powerhouse for Mission written by Krin Van Tatenhove and Rob Mueller.  

This class will take place on Sundays at 11:30am – 12:30pm, in room 7.  Cost is $15.  

How can we embody the values of love, grace, and justice? As faith communities, how can our 

collective embodiment of these values shine even brighter? The answers to these questions 

must always unfold right here, right now, exactly where God has planted us. Neighborhood 

Church acts as a resource to inspire churches to become a vibrant and engaging community 

partner with the families and neighborhoods living around them.  

The need for transformation is acute. Congregational decline continues across all mainline  

denominations. The abandonment of the church by the millennial generation is ubiquitous;  

no denomination is escaping it. This is, in part, a consequence of disconnection from our  

communities. Van Tatenhove and Mueller believe that, parish by parish, we can reverse this 

trend. They dare to have an audacious hope for local congregations not only as signs of God’s 

kingdom but as life-giving institutions that anchor their neighborhoods. Drawing on their  

combined sixty years of parish experience, wisdom from Asset-Based Community  

Development, and compelling case stories, Van Tatenhove and Mueller do more than just call 

us to incarnational ministry. They give practical, essential tools that lead to communal  

conversion, develop the DNA of listening, spur fruitful partnerships, promote integrated space, 

and sustain long-term visions. They believe these tools will spark true revival and unleash the 

power of incarnational ministry. 

 

September 12 – October 31 will be Invitation to Romans Disciple Bible Study taught by  

Pastor Chuck on Thursdays from 10:30am – 12:00pm, in Rm 7.  Cost is $15. 

It is difficult to overstate the importance of Romans in Christian tradition.  Some of the great formers 

and re-formers of church teaching were themselves formed by their reading of Romans.  As a result, 

Paul’s teaching in Romans come to us mediated through the history of the church’s interpretations of 

his letter. The challenge of reading Romans, then, is to learn to have our own interpretive conversation 

with the text itself, in spite of centuries of commentary on the text.  One of the aims of this study is to 

invite us into conversation around several key themes:  (1) Paul’s emphasis on communal salvation; (2) 

the centrality of God’s righteousness: and (3) the relationship between Jews and Gentiles and the  

relationship of both to God. 

Judy BuerJudy Buer  
  Adult EdAdult Ed  
ModeratorModerator 
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         FAITH INSTITUTE CLASS FOR FALL 

 

November 3rd – December 8th will be Answering God:  The Psalms as Tools for Prayer written by Eugene 

Peterson and taught by Jan Brown. This class will take place on Sundays at 11:30am – 12:30pm, in  

room 7. Cost is $15. 

Eugene H. Peterson speaks to Christians who realize the necessity for prayer and yearn for it 

but who find their prayer unconvincing and unsatisfying. Addressing the causes of this  

dissatisfaction, Answering God offers guidelines for using the Psalms as dynamic tools for 

prayer.  Prayers are our tools that God uses to work his will in our bodies and souls and 

Psalms are the best tools for doing that. 

 

November 6th – 20th will be The Three Colors of Ministry by Christian A. Schwarz will be taught by Jan 

Brown on Wednesdays from 6:45pm to 8:00pm, in the Ross Library.  Cost is $15. 

The Three Colors of Ministry is a holistic approach to identifying and developing your spiritual gifts.  It is 

based on the three dimensions of God’s nature, for which the author has chosen the colors green, red, 

and blue.  In addition to emphasizing the critical importance of using your gifts in an authentically  

Trinitarian way, this book shows you where you most need to focus your energies in order to bring this 

kind of balance to your Christian service.  The natural result will be increased effectiveness. 

Spiritual Listening Groups based on the book Seeking God Together are available for those who are  

interested.  Please contact Jan Brown or Tex Gayle. 

 

Sign-ups for these classes will start August 18th in the Social Hall  

following worship service or you can contact the church office.   

For more information, please contact Judy Buer at 788-2783 or Jan Brown at 788-9495. 
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Sara Buley 
Children’s Education 

Moderator 

Alissa Brown 
Children’s Education 

Director 

Dear Lava Lava Family, 

 I wanted to personally thank you so much for coming and being a part of our VBS this year.  It was an amazing time.   

The kids were wonderful, and there was so much laughter raining through our building, it was spectacular.  I hope you all had as 

great of a time as I did!! 

 

 Our MidWeek Ministry is getting ready to get ramped up again for the fall.  Our kick off BBQ is Wednesday September 

4th at 6pm.  There will be food, fellowship, registration and a preview of our year to come.  This year our theme is:  

 

MWM runs Wednesday nights from 6pm-8pm.  Dinner starts promptly at 6pm.  From there we do worship and then the 

kids break off into their teams and do a set of rotating stations.  This is a great group for all ages.  We have programs from  

infants through adults.   

      

  

 Our Letter Of The Week preschool program is also getting ready to start on September 9th.  We have class on M,W,F 

from 9 am- 12pm.  This is a Christian based preschool for kids ages 3-5.  If you would like more information please contact me.  

There is still room in the class.  

 

 Mother’s Morning Out is our daycare program for ages 6 weeks – 5years.  They are open M,W,F from 9 am- 12:30 pm.  

The charge is only $10/day/child.  

 For more information on any of our programs please contact me at alissabrown@firstpresgfmt.org or 406-453-1411. 

Blessings, 

Alissa Brown 

Christian Education Director 

mailto:alissabrown@firstpresgfmt.org
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Through the spring and summer months, the Pastor Nominating Committee has continued to meet on pretty much a weekly basis.  

At this time, we have reviewed around 140 resumes of pastors seeking new calls, and have had several very good conversations 

with well qualified candidates.  We are now in serious conversation with a particular candidate that we are highly interested in.   

Of course, it is too early to tell, but we are optimistic!  

 

The members of the Committee are Deb Skinner, Gene Thayer, Judy Mortensen and Jim Carter; Tom Hazen and Dave Dobbs are  

co-moderators.  The PNC requests your continuing prayers as we seek our next pastor, who God has already chosen and is being  

prepared to be called. 

 

Humbly submitted, 

Dave Dobbs, PNC Co-moderator 

FPC 

 
P 
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“THE BOTTOM LINE” –  
REPORT FROM THE FPC FINANCE TEAM 

Jan Brown 
 Finance Moderator 

 

Kudos to Finance Team Members 

Back in 2017 Moderator Dwight Holman invited me, as an elder newly  

elected to Session, to join the esteemed Finance Team that meets the second 

Tuesday of each month (except for June & July).  The Team is charged with 

monitoring the church’s monthly financial position compared to budget, and 

making financial recommendations for Session action.  At the time I did not 

realize how I would come to enjoy the collegiality and dedication of these 

long-term members who take very seriously their oversight role in budgeting, 

cost accounting, cash management procedures, capital purchases, and  

long-term investments.  The team also weighs risk management decisions, 

and works with the Property Team on building repair and equipment  

replacement approvals. An annual self-audit occurs each year under the 

Team’s purview, as does responding to needs of Presbytery-level initiatives. 

While the team and talented Treasurer Liza Nosich primarily focus on  

prudent management of FPC contributions, restricted accounts, and  

endowment funds, we also are encouraging members to develop generous 

giving practices to support the church and its many ministries. In September 

the Finance Team will host Rob Hagan of the Presbyterian Foundation to  

introduce church members to the range of philanthropic giving and estate 

planning opportunities available to them (see opposite page).  Stewardship 

month will arrive in October, and the team is already planning to dedicate 

one Sunday to a “Ministry Fair” where every member will be encouraged to 

commit their time as well as their money to our shared Christian mission. 

When you see these folks over the next several months, please thank them 

for being such faithful and diligent members of the Finance Team: 

 

 Charlie Abernathy   

 Bill Davis   

 Tom Horton   

 Liza Nosich, Treasurer  

 Rees Davies (Stewardship Chair) 

 Dwight Holman (on leave) 

 Gary McFerrin 

 Bill Quast 
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Budget to Actual Report: Mid-Way through 2019 

An expense budget of $453,354 was adopted by Session for calendar year 

2019 based on total projected income of $390,236 and authorization to 

use up to $63,118 from the Estates Fund, if needed. As of June 30, total  

revenue from all sources is $185,600 against a total of $222,473 in  

expenses.  Transfers from the Estates Fund have not yet been necessary 

to cover cash flow, but it is likely to happen. As a reminder, the Estates 

Fund holds general bequests to the church that are not restricted to any 

single purpose or directed to the permanent endowment. 

Earlier this year the church encountered some fairly expensive repairs 

that required use of another FPC estate fund.  We needed to expend 

$6,993 from the Elizabeth Wick Fund to replace critical parts on the East 

Wing elevator.  Thankfully, we received a generous donation of $5,000 to 

assist with the cost of the elevator repairs, but another $1,993 will be 

expensed from the Elizabeth Wick Fund once the final invoice is received. 

Winter also brought roof leaks caused by deep snow and ice that have yet 

to be addressed, and the heating system required $3,757 in unexpected 

repair costs. We greatly appreciate Scott Royce, Moderator of the  

Property Team, and Facilities Manager Craig Anton for staying on top of 

these major maintenance challenges.                                                                                                         

       …Submitted by Interim Moderator Jan Brown  
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR PLANNED GIVING EVENTS – SEPTEMBER 16 & 17, 2019 

The Finance Committee is pleased to announce that Reverend Dr. Rob Hagan, Ministry Relations Officer for the Presbyterian  

Foundation will be coming to FPC on September 16-17, 2019, to conduct a series of planned giving seminars for the congregation.  

Many thanks for those completing the simple survey Dr. Hagan encouraged us to complete in advance of these events; paper  

versions will be available at the end of August/early September when we will be taking sign-ups for the following three planned 

giving events:  

ACTIVE CHURCH ELDERS AND DEACONS – Please plan to attend the “Culture of Generosity Workshop” by  

Dr. Rob Hagan on Tuesday, September 17th from 6:00-9:30 pm at Church.  A lite dinner will be served, so please RSVP to Faith in 

the Church office. This interactive workshop will help you explore how sharing your vision, using storytelling, and creating a 

year-long stewardship emphasis can build a spiritually-based culture of generosity in our church. 
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It is summer, a time when we enjoy the out-of-doors.   The flowers are in full bloom.  Gardens are producing fresh vegetables, ripe 
for sharing with friends, neighbors—and those who are hungry.  Autumn with its potential for bountiful harvest will soon be here.   
This is a season for reflection on God’s rich gift of nourishment for the body and for the soul. 

 

One of my favorite outdoor activities this time of year is heading over to Gibson Park on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. for a  
Municipal Band concert.  Our own Bud Nicholls is conductor of this group, and several of the musicians come from this  
congregation.  Their final concert is on August 14th.  Bring a lawn chair,  and join me in the park on the 14th for a delightful musical 
experience! 

 

Our fall music schedule begins on Wednesday, September 4th, with a 6:00 p.m. Celebration Ringers rehearsal followed by a 7:00 
p.m. Cathedral Choir rehearsal.  We welcome new members! 

 

Here is a sample of the musical offerings in August and September: 

 

August 18 Women of Spirit are the featured musicians.  This group is open to women and girls of all ages.  The rehearsal 
will take place at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 15th. 

 

August 25 The Praise Band leads a contemporary worship service.  Guest speakers are Charles and Melissa Johnson,  
missionaries in Zambia. 

 

September 1 The annual Alley Rally worship is hosted this year by Our Savior’s Lutheran Church.  I can already guarantee that 
the music will be lively and inspirational. 

 

September 8 Something new—an outdoor Brush Arbor service in the Garth with music led by the Praise Band.  This service  
provides an opportunity to work in community and to worship in nature.  Bring brush and branches.  And you 
might want to wear “old-timey” clothes. 

 

September 25 We celebrate our Native American heritage with a Call to Worship in the Muscogee language, a hymn written in 
the Dakota language by the first Native American to be ordained to the Presbyterian ministry and music by a 
guest artist with an array of native instruments. 

 

IDEAS AND SUGGESTIONS:  Here at First Presbyterian, we are always looking for fresh ideas.  Do you have suggestions for worship 
music?  Is there an old hymn (or a new one) that you would like to sing during worship?  Do you know someone with musical gifts?  
Let’s turn your ideas into reality.   

I am willing to rehearse/teach/coach both fledgling and experienced folks to ensure a quality experience for the musicians and for 
the congregation.  If you have an idea, call or text me at 406-590-1804. 

 

Joan Brandvold Schmidt  

Ministry Of Music 

O sing to the Lord a new song; 
              Sing to the Lord, all the earth! 

Sing to the Lord, bless his name;  
Tell of his salvation from day to day.       

Psalm 96:1-2 
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Kathy Herman 

Missions Moderator 

“The Mission Team will be hosting the Johnsons visit on August 25 
during the worship. They will be presenting pictures and descriptions 
of their work in Zambia. After worship, there will be a potluck  
luncheon in the Social Hall. Please bring a dish to share. Chicken and 
dessert will be provided.” 
 
Thank you. 
Kathy Herman, moderator. 
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You’re Invited to Hear 
What God is Doing in Zambia 

 

 First Presbyterian Church,  
Great Falls, MT 

                             invites you to 
 
 

MEET      Charles & Melissa Johnson,  

     Mission Co-workers in Zambia 

HEAR      A word of hope 

CONNECT   With other Presbyterians and  

                        the larger church in mission 
 

Sunday, August 25, 2019 

 10:00am Worship 
     

                       Potluck meal following the service.  

                         Please bring a dish to share.  

                  Chicken & dessert will be provided  

                             by the Mission team. 

 

                             First Presbyterian Church  

                    1315 Central Ave. 

                 Great Falls, MT 59401 

                Phone: (406) 453-1411 

  

If you would like more information, please contact Kathy Herman,  

at kathycandle@bresnan.net.

 

About Charles and Melissa 

Charles and Melissa Johnson have been invited to help the Church of Central Africa, Presbyterian Synod of 

Zambia expand its ministry of community development and food security. Charles teaches sustainable  

agriculture to students at Chasefu Theological College and developing Chasefu Farm.  Melissa serves in the 

Health Department as Health Education Programs Facilitator.  
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RENEWED BEGINNINGS TASK FORCE  

STARTS THE TRANSFORMATION CONVERSATION 
 

Worshipping God was a memorable event for those attending FPC on Sunday, July 28, as lay members conducted the entire  
service without the assistance of clergy or our usual musicians.  Stated Clerk and Task Force Co-Chair Randy Houtz was  
liturgist, Paula Jackson was at the keyboard, and 10 other members of the new “Renewed Beginnings Task Force” did the rest. 
They served as greeters and ushers, read scripture, offered prayers, led songs and affirmations, and delivered brief messages in 
lieu of Pastor Carlson’s regular sermon.   
 
While our staff and interim pastor were taking well-deserved vacations, the congregation used the occasion to revisit the key  
findings and recommendations of the New Beginnings Assessment report that was completed back in 2015.  That report, along 
with the book, Neighborhood Church, feature a number of hard truths and constructive suggestions for churches like ours that 
are going through significant change.  The 16-member Task Force is launching the dialogue and examining the consequences of 
“doing nothing” (see opposite page) since the report was issued.  During the fellowship hour, members of the congregation  
visited four “stations” where they shared their oral and written responses to the following four areas of concern:   
 
 A. Our Changing Congregation:  Share your observations about our overall church family, including its strengths and 
       areas for improvement. What could/should our congregation look like 10 years from now? 
 
 B. Our Underutilized Facility: In the 2015 Assessment, researchers concluded that only 27% of the available church space 
                      was being utilized by our congregation.  Who in the Great Falls area might benefit from using church facil ities in  
                      partnership with FPC and how should we prepare ourselves and our facilities for a greater range of year-round  
                      activities? 
 
 C. Our Neighborhood Mosaic:  How would you describe our downtown and the central parts of Great Falls where the  
                      church is located?  In other words, who are our neighbors and how are we serving them as Christ would have us do?  
                      What else needs to be done? 
 

 D. Our Promising Partnerships: There are many Protestant churches in our vicinity, yet FPC seems to interact with other  
      churches and faith-based organizations only on occasion or for certain, traditional programs. In what ways would 
      you like FPC to have greater involvement with other churches and organizations, and to explore joint ministries 
      where feasible? 

You are welcome to share your answers to these questions either electronically (to janbrown424@gmail.com) or by sending an 
anonymous, written response to the church office to the attention of the Task Force.  We hope that by starting this conversation, 
the Task Force and anyone who wishes to join us will identify needs of both our congregation and our surrounding community.   
We pray that the process will open our eyes to the gifts and resources we already have that could make a real difference in  
people’s lives. Please pay attention to where God is leading you personally and where the Holy Spirit is guiding us as a church in 
these four areas of ministry.               

….Jan Brown, Task Force Co-Chair 
 

FUTURE STORY #2: Do Nothing  

On page 39-40 of the New Beginnings Assessment report, the authors shared two “Future Stories” to outline possible future  
scenarios based on the assessment they had just completed.  They stated, “These [stories] are intended as a way to spark your  
imagination for what is possible.  They are offered as a way for the church to envision its future and the type of decisions facing 
the congregation…”  The Task Force shared this eerily prophetic story #2 during the July 28 worship service:  

First Presbyterian Church of Great Falls joined the New Beginnings process about five years ago. The hope was to gain  
information and clarity about their current situation and consider how to go forward from strength.  

By 2017 it was evident the congregation had resisted a process of re-visioning. As it became evident this opportunity was not 
going to be implemented, congregational leaders and staff members began to lose passion and focus. Soon leaders were drifting 
or actually leaving the congregational setting. All efforts became focused on maintenance. Money became the dominant  
conversation piece.  

Attendance dropped at most programs and worship. Those staying in leadership and as volunteers became overwhelmed.  

Older members were the primary faithful group, but they were losing the ability to do the work that they were formerly  
passionate about.  

Little congregational vision or will remained. Deaths of key members had resulted in loss of financial support and volunteer  
energy. Visitors infrequently attended services and almost never returned for a second visit.  

Building upkeep began to fall behind. Finances became tight. Pastors shifted to part-time and a season of quick turnover began. 
New ideas were rarely mentioned and almost never attempted.  

What will become of the church? Remaining worshippers started to look around and ask the same thing. 

mailto:janbrown424@gmail.com
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Initial members of the  

Renewed Beginnings Task Force  

 Co-Chairs Jan Brown  
and Randy Houtz 

 Alissa and Stu Brown 

 Judy Buer 

 Sara Buley 

 Kitty Cornwell 

 Rees Davies 

 Dave Dobbs 

 

 Tex and Emily Gayle 

 April Hansen 

 Kathy Herman 

 Paula Jackson 

 Bill Quast 

 Chris (Yoder) Pfost 

 

 

A special thanks to all of the people who came  

together to make this service possible! 

 

Hebrews 10:24  

~And let us consider one another to provoke  

unto love and to good works.~ 
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Come One, Come All, Ye Presbyterian Women! 

The first meeting of the season for Presbyterian Women will be held 

Sept. 14 (Saturday).  We are scoping out a good place to meet, so 

details will follow as we determine our venue.  This year we will be 

studying For Everything, A Season; A Study of the Liturgical Calendar 

by Kathleen Long Bostrom.  Watch for details in the upcoming  

Sunday bulletins. 

Monday June 24 thru Friday June 28 are our next days to work at FISH from 8:45 am to 11:00 am.  If you are 

able to work one of those days stocking shelves and handing our food, please let Dave Herman know by  

calling, (847) 313-5866. 

The FISH basket in the east Narthex (near the coat rack) needs grocery bags. We are also in need of 1 dozen 

egg cartons along with nonperishable food items. If everyone brought one item each month to put in the 

FISH basket it would be awesome.  

FISH YTD April has provided food for 807 adults and 346 children. That is an increase of 5% for adults and 

25% for children compared to YTD April 2018.  People getting food from FISH need to obtain preapproval 

through Opportunities Inc. -Dave Herman 
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09/22,10/20 

Rees Davies 

09/01, 10/27 

Dean Schamp  

09/08, 10/06  

Tom Hazen 

09/15, 10/13 

Scott Royce 

Sunday, October 6th, 10am 

Bonnie Feddes  

Chris Pfost  

Stu Brown   

Paula Jackson  

Communion Servers 

Friday, Sept. 27th, 5:15pm 

Friday, Oct. 25th, 5:15pm 

TBD 

 

     Autumn Serving 

Meal Servers 
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NCC= 
Neighborhood Church Class 
ITR= 
Invitation To Romans Class 
MWM=MidWeek Ministry 
FPC=First Presbyterian Church 

  

Rms  
SH=Social Hall 
GP=Graham Parlor 
RL=Ross Library 
FV=Faith Village 
 

 

Tues, Oct. 1st  Souler Energy 12:00 pm        RL 
Wed, Oct. 2nd   Mens Group 7:00 am           SH 
   MWM   6:00 pm   
Thur, Oct. 3rd  ITR  10:30 am        Rm 7  
   Adult Ed  5:30 pm          Rm 7  
Sun, Oct. 6th  Worship  10:00 am 
   NCC  11:30 pm        GP 
Mon, Oct. 8th  Finance  4:00 pm          RL  
Wed, Oct. 9th   Mens Group 7:00 am           SH 
   MWM  6:00 pm  
Thur, Oct. 10th  ITR  10:30 am        Rm 7  
Sun, Oct. 13th  Worship  10:00 am 
   NCC  11:30 pm        Rm7 
   Confirmation 12:30 pm        GP  
Mon, Oct. 14th  Property  5:30 pm          RL  
Tues, Oct. 15th  Session  6:30 pm          RL 
Wed, Oct. 16th   Mens Group 7:00 am           SH 
   MWM  6:00 pm  
Thur, Oct. 17th  ITR  10:30 am        Rm 7  
Sun, Oct. 20th  Worship  10:00 am 
Tues, Oct. 22nd  Deacon Mtg 6:30 pm          RL 
Wed, Oct. 23rd   Mens Group 7:00 am           SH 
   MWM   6:00 pm   
Thur, Oct. 24th  ITR  10:30 am        Rm 7 
Sun, Oct. 27th  Worship  10:00 am 
   Confirmation 12:30 pm        GP 
Wed, Oct. 30th   Mens Group 7:00 am           SH 
   NO MWM 6:00 pm  
Thur, Oct. 31st  ITR  10:30 am        Rm 7  
   Harvest Fest 6:00 pm          FPC 

Please know that all of our other regular events/classes 

(Peace Place & Morning Out)  

will be at their regularly scheduled times apart from Labor 

Day when they will be CLOSED. 

 

    
 
Sun, Aug. 11th  Worship  10:00 am  
Mon, Aug. 15th  Property  5:15 pm          RL 
Tues, Aug. 13th  Finance  4:00 pm          RL 
 RL 
Wed, Aug. 14th   Mens Group 7:00 am           SH 
   MWM Kids Zone 6:00 pm   
Sat, Aug. 17th  MWM Skate TBD 
Sun, Aug. 18th  Worship  10:00 am 
   Confirmation 12:30 pm        GP 
Tues, Aug. 20th   Session  6:30 pm          RL 
Wed, Aug. 21st   Mens Group 7:00 am           SH 
   NO MWM 6:00 pm  
Sun, Aug. 25th  Worship  10:00 am 
Tues, Aug. 27th  Deacons  6:30 pm          RL 
Wed, Aug. 28th   Mens Group 7:00 am           SH 
   NO MWM 6:00 pm  
Sun, Sept. 1st  Ally Ralley  10:00 am 
   Our Savior’s Lutheran Church  
Mon, Sept. 2nd  Labor Day Office Closed 
Tues, Sept. 3rd  Souler Energy 12:00 pm        RL 
Wed, Sept. 4th   Mens Group 7:00 am           SH 
   MWM BBQ 6:00 pm   
Thur, Sept. 5th  Adult Ed  5:30 pm          Rm 7  
Sun, Sept. 8th  Worship  10:00 am 
   NCC  11:30 pm        GP 
Mon, Sept. 9th   Property  5:30 pm          RL 
Tues, Sept. 10th  Finance  4:00 pm          RL  
Wed, Sept. 11th   Mens Group 7:00 am           SH 
   MWM  6:00 pm  
Thur, Sept. 12th  ITR  10:30 am        Rm 7  

Sat, Sept. 14th  PW                          TBD                 TBD 
Sun, Sept. 15th  Worship  10:00 am 
   NCC  11:30 pm        Rm7 
   Confirmation 12:30 pm        GP  
Mon, Sept. 16th  Workshop 6:00 pm          FPC  
Tues, Sept. 17th  Workshop 12:00 pm        FPC  
   Session/  6:30 pm          RL 
                                                Culture Of  
                                                     Generosity Workshop 
Wed, Sept. 18th   Mens Group 7:00 am           SH 
   MWM  6:00 pm  
Thur, Sept. 19th  ITR  10:30 am        Rm 7  
Sun, Sept. 22nd  Worship  10:00 am 
   NCC  11:30 pm        GP 
Tues, Sept. 24th  Deacon Mtg 6:30 pm          RL 
Wed, Sept. 25th   Mens Group 7:00 am           SH 
   MWM   6:00 pm   
Thur, Sept. 26th  ITR  10:30 am        Rm 7 
   Worship  5:15 pm          RL 
Fri, Sept. 27th  MWM Lock In 5:00 pm          FPC 
Sat, Sept. 28th  MWM Lock In (Pick up time TBD)  
Sun, Sept. 29th  Worship  10:00 am 
   NCC  11:30 pm        Rm7 
   Confirmation 12:30 pm        GP 
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Ingredients 

 2 cinnamon sticks (3 inches) 

 1 piece fresh gingerroot (about 1 inch), thinly 
sliced 

 1 teaspoon whole allspice 

 1 teaspoon whole cloves 

 1/2 teaspoon cardamom pods, crushed 

Directions 

 Place first five ingredients on a double thickness 
of cheesecloth. Gather corners of cloth to enclose 
spice mixture; tie securely with string. 

 Place cider and spice bag in a 3-qt. slow cooker. 
Cook, covered, to allow flavors to blend, 2-3 
hours. Discard spice bag.  

Ingredients 

 2 quarts chicken broth 

 1/2 pound fresh mushrooms, chopped 

 1 cup finely chopped celery 

 1 cup shredded carrots 

 1/2 cup finely chopped onion 

 1 teaspoon chicken bouillon granules 

 1 teaspoon dried parsley flakes 

 1/4 teaspoon garlic powder 

 1/4 teaspoon dried thyme 

 1/4 cup butter, cubed 

 1/4 cup all-purpose flour 

 1 can (10-3/4 ounces) condensed cream  
of mushroom soup, undiluted 

 1/2 cup dry white wine or additional  
chicken broth 

 3 cups cooked wild rice 

 2 cups cubed cooked chicken 

Directions 

 In a large saucepan,  

combine the first nine  
ingredients. Bring to a boil. 
Reduce heat; cover and 
simmer for 30 minutes. 

 In Dutch oven, melt butter; 

stir in flour until smooth. 
Gradually whisk in broth 
mixture. Bring to a boil; 
cook and stir for 2 minutes 
or until thickened. Whisk in 
soup and wine. Add rice 
and chicken; heat through. 
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