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What seemed so far away, has finally occurred. What seemed to take forever to accomplish,  

has finally been done. As a congregation, your search for the next pastoral leader of First  

Presbyterian Church has come to an end. As a pastor, my search for the next congregation to 

partner with has come to an end as well. It is time for us to journey together. Brenda and I are 

elated to finally be here. We are grateful for all God has done to get us here. Thank-you, for your prayers for our move and 

journey to Great Falls, and my recent health issues. 

As we partner together in traveling the path God is leading us down, I am reminded of the many times people came together 

in the Bible to do the same as we are. Eve was partnered with Adam, because it was not good for the man to be alone. Moses 

was partnered with God’s People to lead them out of slavery and to the Promised Land. Ruth was partnered with her  

mother-in-law Naomi to immigrate to a new life in a foreign country. Jesus partnered with the Disciples so they could learn 

about God’s grace, mercy, and love first hand. Jesus briefly traveled the road of life with individuals who needed to be healed, 

welcomed, and challenged in their lives. Paul was partnered with Gentiles, so they too could experience God’s grace, mercy, 

and love first hand. 

Partnerships can be great: Adam did not have to live alone; God’s people were freed; Ruth found acceptance and new life; the 

Disciples nourished the young Church; most of those who encountered Jesus found healing, acceptance, and purpose; and 

those who did not believe in God, came to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior. 

Partnerships can also have struggles: Adam and Eve disobeyed God and were kicked out of the Garden of Eden, for them life 

became hard work; the People of God grumbled against Moses and at times even turned away from following God; Naomi and 

Ruth faced rejection and resorted to deception; the Disciples doubted and experienced internal power struggles; Jesus did not 

let some individuals follow him, some were told to give up priorities they could not part with, and some were downright  

hostile to Jesus because of his teachings and lifestyle; Paul faced resentment from the established leaders of God’s People as 

well as backsliding by those who accepted his preaching and teaching. 

As we begin our journey together, there will be good times. We will worship God, learn God’s will for us, and partake in God’s 

mission to our community and God’s world. There will be struggles, too. Our journey at times will be hard work, we will be 

tempted to do things the easy way instead of God’s way; there will be times some will grumble about those who lead, and 

those who lead will grumble about those whom they lead; we will face rejection; some will doubt; there will be struggles for 

power; some of our priorities and comforts will be challenged; some will become hostile; some will resent; and some will  

backslide. 

But, we will survive and God’s mission will be accomplished! Why? Because, just as God overcame all the struggles put forth by 

the people of God in the story of God’s love, grace, and mercy found in the Bible, God will overcome the struggles we put forth 

in the ongoing story of God’s love, grace, and mercy right here in Great Falls! 

Journeying together is a relationship. Give me a call. Drop by and say “hi”. Text me. Email me. Comment on Facebook. Let’s 

have coffee/tea, breakfast, or lunch. Pray for me, and for us. 

And so…our journey begins! 

Peace Through Faith, Hope, and Love! 

John 

<>< 

P.S. The above biblical stories can be found in Genesis 2, Exodus 3-Deuteronomy 34, The Book of Ruth, The Gospel According  

to Matthew, The Gospel According to Mark, The Gospel According to Luke, The Gospel According to John, Acts 9-28, and  

PastorPastor  
John RitchieJohn Ritchie 
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Kathy Herman 

Missions Moderator 

Warm Clothing Drive Results 

Our warm clothing drive was a success. Our church family is very generous. We ended up taking over 15 large  

garbage size bags of warm clothing to the Rescue Mission. They gladly accepted all the bags, as they have a great 

need for warm clothing. Alluvion Health is across the street from the Rescue Mission, and will be able to send their 

patients right over there when warm clothing is needed. Thank you so much for your generosity. 

Mission Team 

To My Brother & Sisters in First Presbyterian Church 

We now enter the fortieth year of Souler Energy, seen every Sunday morning at 9:30 

a.m. on ABC Fox (channel 5). We are proud of this Ministry, which is the longest  

running TV show of its kind in North Central Montana. This program has reached  

thousands of people outside the doors of our beloved church.  

In light of this fortieth year, I come to you with a request. As our TV cameras span our 

sanctuary, please know that you are a vital part of the congregation our TV viewers 

see. When there are empty pews, especially near the front of the sanctuary, or only 

one person in a pew, what kind of an impression do you think this gives our TV 

audience? For the sake of the notion that our church is not half empty, let us  

intentionally work to make our church look at least half full. With each of us doing our 

part, I am confident this can happen. Our new motto can be: “let us all move forward.” 

In gratitude to you all,  

Norma Ashby,  

Souler Energy Moderator 
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 FAITH INSTITUTE CLASS FOR SPRING 

“Caring for Creation” will be held on Sundays 11:30am – 12:30 pm in room 7 taught by Jan 

Brown.  It will run March 1
st
 through May 3

rd
 with no class on April 12

th
 (9 weeks). Cost of the 

book is $15.   

 

The book is titled Inhabiting Eden:  Christians, The Bible and The Ecological Crisis. In this 

thoughtful study, respected Old Testament scholar Patricia K. Tull explores the Scriptures for 

guidance on today's ecological crisis. Tull looks to the Bible for what it can tell us about our  

relationships, not just to the earth itself, but also to plant and animal life, to each other, to  

descendants who will inherit the planet from us, and to our Creator. She offers candid  

discussions on many current ecological problems that humans contribute to, such as the  

overuse of energy resources like gas and electricity, consumerism, food production systems--

including land use and factory farming--and toxic waste. This important book provides a biblical 

basis for thinking about our world differently and prompts us to consider changing our own  

actions.  

 

Class leader Jan Brown spent her 43-year career working to conserve natural resources and 

advance cooperative, sustainable enterprise across the Northern Rockies. She is best known 

for her collaborative approach to problem solving and use of community-building techniques to 

address environmental challenges. Jan worked in a variety of capacities with private, nonprofit 

and governmental organizations, including nine years as executive director of the Henry’s Fork 

Foundation (a river conservation organization in Island Park, Idaho), two stints as an advisory 

scientist with the Idaho National Laboratory, and as Idaho Governor Evans’ assistant for natural 

resources and radioactive waste.  

 

Jan moved to Great Falls in 2015 to serve as executive director of the Montana Cooperative 

Development Center, from which she retired in September 2019. She holds a B.S. in Resource 

Recreation Management from the Oregon State University School of Forestry with emphases in 

Environmental Education and Interpretation.  Ordained an elder in 1996, Jan has taught a  

variety of adult Sunday School classes for her Presbyterian congregations in West  

Yellowstone, Bozeman, Idaho Falls and Great Falls. 

 

 

 

 

Judy BuerJudy Buer  
  Adult EdAdult Ed  
ModeratorModerator 
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         FAITH INSTITUTE CLASS FOR SPRING 

 

A Lenten Study entitled “Illuminating Lent” will be held on Thursdays 10:00am to 11:30am in 

Ross Library and repeated on Sundays at 8:30am – 9:30am in room 7.  It will be taught by  

Pastor John and will run February 27th through April 5th (6 weeks).  The cost of the book is 

TBD. 

During Lent we will be utilizing the program Illuminating Lent by Donald K McKim, an ordained 

minister in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and Academic and Reference Editor for  

Westminster John Knox Press. Illuminating Lent will help deepen our faith and enhance our 

knowledge through the exploration of the Lord’s Prayer. Each session examines a part of the 

prayer, its theological understandings, and what it means for Reformed Christians in practical 

ways during Lent. 

“Every year, the forty days of Lent mark a long period in the Christian calendar. It is a time 

when the church traditionally has focused on what it means to be the people of God and what it 

means for individuals to be Christians. It is a time of self-examination in the Christian life. It is a 

time when we can reflect on what we do and what we don’t do; on what directions our lives are 

moving; and on what ways we are living out our vocations as disciples of Jesus Christ in the 

context of the lives God gives us. In this Lenten study, we will shine a light on Lent. To help us 

do this, each lesson will focus on a “direction.” These will be linked to a line or two from the 

Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9–13; Luke 11:2–4).” (From Session 1, Introduction, pages 5-6) 

Starting with the First Sunday inn Lent, March 1, 2020, each week’s worship theme will come 

from the lesson for that week. There will also be time on Sunday mornings from 8:30 – 9:30 

and Thursday mornings from 10:00 – 11:00 to gather for more direction and discussion on each 

week’s topic. 

Week of March 1 – Introducing Lent 

Week of March 8 – Upward: What We Do for God – Glorify God 

Week of March 15 – Inward: What God Does in Us – Communion with God 

Week of March 22 – Downward: What God Gives to Us – Providential Provisions 

Week of March 29 – Forward: Where God Leads Us – Discipleship 

Week of April 5 – Onward: What God Will Do – Resurrection Hope” 

Join us as we come to a new understanding of Lent through the Lord’s Prayer. Sign ups for 

both classes will start February 16th in the Social Hall during Coffee Hour or you may call the 

church office.  For questions, please call Judy Buer at 788-2783 or Jan Brown at 788-9495 
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      Early Risers  

“My Peace I Give You”, John 14:27 is the theme for the 29th Early Risers Series, sponsored by Women’s Ministries of First 
 Presbyterian Church. 

Held the four Thursday mornings in May, 2020 from 7 a.m. to 8:15 a.m., the Mission Project is Peace Place, A Safe Haven for  
Special Families.  Mission speakers are: 

                  Kristen McGuire, Executive Director of Peace Place, first and last speaker. 

                  Louisa Libertelli-Dunn, After School Supervisor & Director of Training, second speaker. 

                  Sarah Whitney, Parent Advocate & Peace Place Board Chair, third speaker. 

In addition there will be music, inspirational speakers, a buffet breakfast and a free gift. 

Registration fee is $20 for the series or $5 per session.   Checks may be made out to First Presbyterian Church/Early Risers and 
mailed to First Presbyterian Church, 1315 Central Avenue, Great Falls, MT 59401. 

Women from more than 30 churches are invited to attend.  This is the largest ecumenical series of its kind in Great Falls. 

For more information contact: Norma Ashby Smith, 453-7078. 

 

     Children Youth Ministry 

We are looking forward to some new events and movement in the next few months. 

Mid Week Ministry continues to have Bible study each Wednesday evening and an outreach to the community focus each 
month. In January, we had a visit from the director of Toby’s House, a rescue nursery. She told the young people about the  
purpose of the nursery. Mid Week Ministry would like to make blankets to donate for the children who stay there, and so will do 
a fundraiser soon to earn money to buy some cloth. They will do the sewing at Bernina under the instruction of Deb and  
Scott Royce. 

Due to the passing of Barb, who faithfully staffed the nursery and Morning Out at First Presbyterian for so many years, we will 
have to make some changes to the program. The preschool program, Letter of the Week, will move upstairs into the Nursery 
space during the week, and current Morning Out children will be incorporated into the space along with an extra caregiver.  
In this way, we will be able to continue to serve those children and parents. It will also be an opportunity for Letter of the Week 
to expand. 

If you would like to help with Mid Week Ministry, volunteers are always appreciated! 

Sara Buley, 
CYM Committee 
Head 

   Trying to reach one of our staff?  

Please know that if you leave your name, phone number and a brief message that we will return your call  
just as soon as possible!  

Please know that when I (Faith) am away from my desk that I have to turn our “night line” on. If I don’t turn 
our night line on during, 

 Staff meetings 

 When I am performing other duties within the building 

 Am out to lunch 

then our phone system will continuously ring, and we won’t be aware of your call! 

Thank you for your patience, and I look forward to working with you all again in this New Year!  

Faith Janes 
Secretary 
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Initial members of the  

Renewed Beginnings Task Force  

 

A spe-

cial 

thanks 

to all 

of the 

people 

who 

came  

to-

A Sincere Thank you to all at first Presbyterian church, The holiday season has come and gone, and again Thank you 
to everyone who gave of their time and talent for fellowship, treats, decorations, and just being there . 
 
God bless, 
Dean Schamp 

KITCHEN NEWS 
 

The washer/dryer in the kitchen is for kitchen use only. It was purchased for the kitchen and Fellowship to use when 
the kitchen was renovated through the donation of Fran and Jim Wylder. This one piece washer/dryer was not  
bought with the intent of a greater use nor will it last as long if its use becomes more than intended. 
 
We ask that you do not wash blankets, towels or sheets in the European unit.  We appreciate your help with the care 
of the washer/dryer. The Fellowship Committee of 3 thank you.  
 
You may use the dishwasher to wash toys. Please make sure you empty the dishwasher and remove any toys that  
have fallen to the bottom of the unit or melted to the side. Again, we appreciate your care and respect of the facility. 
 
With Sincere Appreciation, 
Fellowship…Dean, Deb and Mary  

 POPCORN AND A MOVIE IS BACK! 
 
Presbyterian Women is again sponsoring an educational outlet to help those  
winter doldrums.  On March 1 and 8 (both Sundays), this group is offering the  
documentary In the Footsteps of St. Paul  featuring David Suchet (Agatha Christie's 
Poirot) in two parts. 
 
Suchet has long been fascinated by the controversial Paul and retraces his journey 
of some 10,000 miles by land and more by sea across the Roman Empire.  Suchet 
visits  archaeologists, scholars, clerics and locals, all shedding light on this  
individual who helped shaped much of Christian doctrine and Western civilization. 
 
Popcorn and water will be provided in Room 7 (2nd floor).  Bring a different  
beverage, if you wish.  The program begins at 2:00 pm, and each episode lasts 
about 52 minutes.  Please use the 14th St. entrance. 
 
We hope to see you there! 
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 FEBRUARY FAVORITES DINNER 

What can be more of a favorite for us than chocolate?  Well, think family, friends, fellowship 
and, of course, food! Our dinner this month is a new menu that brings rich flavor and color to 
our senses.  We will celebrate a bit of Valentine’s Day hearts, sweet treats and entertainment. 

While we know the history of this day of love, kindness, thoughtfulness and, yes, even a little 
romance, we can observe other special days in February: 2nd  Eat Ice Cream for Breakfast Day;  
3rd  The Day the Music Died;  4th  Create a Vacuum Day; 7th  Send a Card to a Friend Day;  9th  
Toothache Day;  11th  Don’t Cry over Spilled Milk Day;  14th  National Organ Donor Day;  17th  
Random Acts of Kindness Day;  20th  Love Your Pet Day;  22nd  Be Humble Day;  and finally, 27th  
Polar Bear Day! 

Come join us for a promising night of joy! 

  

 

 TUESDAY 
FEBRUARY 11, 2020 

6:00 p.m. 
SOCIAL HALL 

DINNER MENU 
 

Cucumber Ranch Pasta Salad 
Parmesan Crusted Chicken with Alfredo Gravy 

Brown and Wild Rice Pilaf 
Vegetable Medley 

Chocolate Covered Strawberry Cake 

Coffee, tea, water, punch, rolls, and butter provided. 
$9.00 per Adult 

$3.00 per Child under 12 
 

Please pay when you make your reservations. Once you make a  
reservation, you must pay for the dinner whether you attend or not.   

Extenuating circumstances may arise, and you need to let Mary know.  
Also, if you want to attend do not allow finances to prohibit your  shar-

ing this meal with us, your church family. 

 

You may phone Mary Fagenstrom for reservations or special  
dietary requests. 

452-3139 (H) 

799-3139 (C) 

 

RESERVATION DEADLINE IS 12 noon MONDAY FEBRUARY 10, 2020 
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MARCH BRINGS SPRING! 

While March includes the first day of Spring, we do not usually associate this month with Spring. The 
weather remains dreary…perhaps even snowy but mostly rainy and cloudy.  The weatherman predicts 
Spring-like temperatures and the promise of flowers peeking their heads up out of the ground- like purple 
crocuses.  Did he miss Groundhog Day? Isn’t that little creature the real predictor of the weather? Perhaps 
not, but we could believe for a brief time the groundhog just might be more reliable than a weatherman if 
we choose to do so.  

On to March 19, the day Spring springs!  On March 19, 2020 (although researchers suggest it could happen 
the 19th, 20th or 21st, the vernal equinox or March equinox will occur at 11:50 p.m. EST.  This event marks 
the astronomical first day of Spring in the Northern Hemisphere.  The word equinox comes from the Latin 
words for “equal nights”—acquus (equal) and nox (night).  The length of day and night are nearly equal in 
all parts of the world. The Sun crosses the celestial equator from south to north.  It is called the “celestial 
equator” because it is an imaginary line in the sky above the Earth’s equator.  Equinoxes are the only two 
times a year that the sun only rises due east and sets due west for all of us on Earth.  While the Sun passes 
overhead, the tilt of the Earth is zero relative to the Sun, which means that Earth’s axis neither points to-
ward nor away from the Sun.  Earth never orbits straight up, but is always tilted on its axis by about 23.5 
degrees.  After the Spring equinox, the Northern Hemisphere tilts toward the Sun which allows us to enjoy 
increasing sunlight hours, with earlier dawns and later sunsets. 

 

 TUESDAY 
MARCH 10, 2020 

6:00p.m. 
SOCIAL HALL 

 

DINNER MENU 
Caprese Salad 
Garlic Bread 

Baked Ziti 
Italian Green Beans 
Cannoli Cheesecake 

Coffee, tea, water and punch provided. 
$9.00 per Adult 

$3.00 per child under 12 

 

Please pay when you make your reservations. You must pay for your  
dinner whether you attend or not.  Extenuating circumstances may arise, 
let Mary know.  Also if you want to attend do not let finances prohibit 
your sharing this meal with us, your church family. You may phone Mary 
Fagenstrom for reservation or special dietary requests. 

452-3139 (H) 

799-3139 © 

 

RESERVATION DEADLINE IS 12 noon MONDAY MARCH 9, 2020 
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Reese Davies 

02/02 03/01 03/29 

Dean Schamp   

02/09 03/08  

Tom Hazen    

02/16 03/15 

Scott Royce   

02/23 03/22  

Sunday, Feb.  2nd, 10am 

Sunday, Mar.  1st 10am 

TBD  

 

Communion Servers 

Friday, Feb. 28th, 5:15pm 

Friday, Mar. 27th, 5:15pm 

TBD 

 

Winter Serving 

Meal Servers 
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PW= 
Presbyterian Women 
ITR= 
Invitation To Romans Class 
MWM=MidWeek Ministry 
FPC=First Presbyterian Church 
  

Rms  
SH=Social Hall 
GP=Graham Parlor 
RL=Ross Library 
FV=Faith Village 
 

 

Souler Energy 1st Tues. of every month RL 12:00 pm 

Worship 1st Thur. of every month RL 5:15 pm 

Finance  2nd Tue of every month RL 4:00 pm 

Property 2nd Tue. of every month RL 5:30 pm 

Adult Ed 2nd Thur. of every month Rm 7 4:30 pm 

PW  2nd Sat. of every month Amy Morn. Perk 9:30 am 

Session 3rd Tues. of every month RL 6:30 pm 

Deacons 4th Tues. of every month Rm 7 6:30 pm 

Worship Every Sun. morning FPC 10:00 am 

Men's group Every Wed. morning SH 7:00 am 

MidWeek  Every Wed. night FPC 6:00 pm 

Fellowship Dinner Feb. 11th  SH 6:00 pm 

 Mar. 10th SH 6:00 pm 

Presbytery Feb. 22nd & 23rd FPC  

Ash Wed. Dinner Wed. Feb. 26th SH 6:00 pm 

Ash Wed. Service Wed. Feb. 26th FPC 7:00 pm 

Popcorn & a Movie  Sunday Mar.1st & 8th Rm7 2:00 pm 

Current classes    

Illuminating Lent Sun. mornings Rm 7  8:30 am 

 Thur. mornings RL 10:00 am 

Caring For Creation Sun. mornings Rm 7 11:30 am 

 

Please know that all of our other regular events/classes (Peace Place & Morning Out)  

will be at their regularly scheduled times apart from school holidays or days the office is listed as CLOSED. 
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Winter Edition 


