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The last several months has brought many changes to the staff of First Presbyterian
Church. The Personnel Committee has stayed busy implementing a new staffing
pattern, as well as dealing with some turnover. They have done a wonderful job
dealing with unexpected delays and setbacks. But, as of now, with their committed
service, we have a new staffing pattern that is finally fully staffed!

The Rev.
John Ritchie

On a side note, Alissa, Joan, Craig, Butch, Alex, Kari, and myself all continue in our respective positions.
As I explain the changes in the functioning of the office, please rest assured that Faith and Liza were consulted
throughout the process, and both support the changes in our staffing pattern that directly affect them.
As many of you know, Liza Nosich and her family recently moved to the Washington DC area. While Liza is no
longer our full-time Treasurer, fulfilling all our accounting needs, she has agreed to stay on as our Payables/Payroll
Financial Secretary. While she is able to fulfill this role remotely from Washington DC, she has no designated work
hours. If you need to contact Liza, you can do so via email. Currently, her email address remains
treasurer@firstpresgfmt.org.
Faith Janes is shifting her responsibilities to focus on our publication needs as our Publications Secretary. Working
remotely, she will be updating our online presence through our website and social media, as well as producing
newsletters and publications (i.e., fliers, posters, etc.). Faith also has no designated work hours. You may contact
Faith via email at her new email address publications@firstpresgfmt.org.
We welcome to our staff Keyna Anderson Myers as our Officer Manager. Keyna’s responsibilities include
welcoming and greeting people as our receptionist, accounts receivable, and ensuring the smooth operation of our
office. Our office hours are now: Monday – Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon and 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. Keyna can be
reached by calling the church at 406-453-1411, or via email. Currently, her email address is
secretary@firstpresgfmt.org.
There have been some changes within our program staff as well. First, Laura Jerome has resigned as our Praise
Band Director. We thank Laura for her dedication and effort in leading worship through the praise band and wish
her well in the future. We have also made the difficult decision to terminate our childcare/nursery aid staff due to
the uncertainty of when we will be able to get these programs up and running again.
That brings us to the last of our staff changes. With the recommendation of Joan Schmidt, our Ministry of Music
Director, Johnny Ritchie has been hired as Music Assistant & Praise Band Director. Johnny has been involved in
helping to lead worship for several months now through his talents of percussion, singing, and the piano.
I continually thank God for all the staff members of First Presbyterian Church. Please welcome our new staff
members, and continue to support our staff with your encouragement and support.
Peace Through Faith, Hope, and Love!
John
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Alissa Brown
Christian Education
Director

Children and Youth Ministries have been busy during the Summer months and in September. We
have been planning, evaluating, and developing procedures and outreach projects. In August we
ventured out to the Gates of the Mountains. We enjoyed a beautiful ride there and back, had lunch
together, and then embarked on the ferry ride tour. Everyone was mesmerized by the old boat we
were on, the Sacajawea; it is the oldest boat in use. The water was clear, the wind was cool, and
the mountains were spectacular. As we listened to stories about that area, the kids took pictures
and asked questions. After a quick break on shore we returned to the boat for a few more stories.
Almost at the very end of the tour we were greeted by the sight of a 2-year-old black bear eating
berries in a tree. It was an amazing time, well enjoyed by the kids and adults alike.
Our plans for the children and youth in our church and in our community have been fluctuating, as
has our world during this time. For now, the First Presbyterian Preschool (recently renamed to add
clarity to the program) has been suspended until we can be sure that is safe for kids and our staff.
As soon as we can safely open, we will be doing so.
MidWeek Ministries is getting ready to start on Wednesday, October 7th, 2020. This year our theme
is the Armor of God.
The kids will study and learn about this fascinating topic. We put off our kickoff BBQ by a month to
see how the schools in our area are going about their procedures for safety. We had a Fall Church BBQ on Sunday, Oct.
4th, 2020. This was held in the church parking lot diagonal from First Presbyterian. We were there from 3-5 pm. We
asked all the different committees to join us for this Ministries and Missions Fair. There were games, food, prizes,
information, and music. This was a great chance for everyone to come see each other again in a safe environment, and to
enjoy some international cuisine, as well as World Communion Sunday.
If you are interested in volunteering with the children or youth in our church and community please contact Sara Buley,
CYM moderator, or Alissa Brown, Christian Education Director, cedirector@firstpresgfmt.org.
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Jan Brown
Adult Ed
Moderator

Fall Greetings!

The Spiritual Life Committee (aka Adult Education Committee) met throughout the
summer to ensure that several online educational courses were available to FPC
members. Many thanks to Pastor Ritchie for facilitating last Spring a thoroughly enjoyable
DVD series on the Protestant reformers followed by an insightful plunge into the Book of Jonah
in August. Pastor John is currently teaching two courses that are applicable to every
Presbyterian: What Does It Mean to be Presbyterian and Creeds and Confessions of the PC
(USA). Although both courses started in late September, you still are welcome to register
through the office and join in the classes that will go well into November. See more details in
this newsletter.
Registration is now open for the latest Beth Moore Bible Study being offered for six weeks at
2:00 pm Tuesday afternoons by Alissa Brown. This course starts on October 20 and the study
book is entitled, “Stepping Up: A Journey through the Psalms of Ascent”. In addition, Denise
Mort is pleased to announce that River Readers will return in 2021 and she will select one book
to read and discuss each quarter. The first book will be, “The Bookwoman of Troublesome
Creek” with the discussion slated for Wednesday, January 13 at 10:00 am.
Looking forward to Advent, please watch the mail for your Advent Devotional booklet and
consider joining in the Illuminating Advent class to be taught in December by Pastor Ritchie.
This course has a required book that we will need to order for you, so please register with the
office. The four-week study will be offered at 8:15 am Sundays beginning November 29 and at
10:00 am on Thursdays beginning December 3.
Many thanks to committee members Jane Bratcher, Alissa Brown, Judy Buer, Kitty Cornwell,
Randy Houtz, and Paula Jackson for your commitment to serving on the Spiritual Life
Committee. If anyone else is interested in serving on this committee, please let me know. The
committee convenes the second Thursday of the month at 12:00 noon.
Janice Brown
janbrown424@gmail.com

4

Fall 2020 Class Schedule
Understanding Our Presbyterian Book of Confessions – John Ritchie, Lead Instructor
Thursdays at 10:00 am/repeated Sundays at 8:15 am, from now – Nov. 19/22.
ZOOM only until further notice.
What Does It Mean to Be a Presbyterian? – John Ritchie, Instructor; Wednesday evenings at
6:30 pm from now-November 25.
ZOOM only until further notice.
Beth Moore Bible Study: Stepping Up: A Journey through the Psalms of Ascent –
Alissa Brown, Instructor. To be held every Tuesday at 2:00 pm beginning October 20 and
running six weeks.
For additional information contact Alissa Brown at cedirector@firstpresgfmt.org

December/January Schedule
Illuminating Advent – John Ritchie, Instructor. We will use PC(USA) materials by Rev. McKim;].
Sundays at 8:15 am/repeated Thursdays at 10:00 am: Nov 29/Dec 3 thru Dec 20/24.
Sign up information to come!
River Readers - Returns Wednesday, January 13 at 10:00 am with The Bookwoman of
Troublesome Creek.
To request additional information from Denise Mort, please contact the church office at
453-1411.
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First Presbyterian Church
Drive thru Trunk or Treat
Located in the church parking lot from 6 pm – 8 pm on Oct. 31st.
We are in need of congregants to decorate the trunk of their car or the bed of their
truck and pass out candy to the children in our community. The candy needs to be
individually wrapped, and anyone handing out candy needs to be wearing gloves as
well as masks. All attending need to wear masks as well!
The cars will be socially distanced to provide a safe evening for all those who attend.
If you would like to participate but cannot be there in person you can donate candy
and/or decorations at the church office.
If you are planning on attending please let the church office know by Oct. 25th.
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Stewardship Autumn 2020
This year has been one of many challenges to all of us, whether it be to our careers, personal
plans and activities or finances. It has also been an amazing year in so many ways. We have an
exciting new pastor to lead us in our Church mission to serve our community and the world. Our
worship has continued in overcoming the limitations presented by the virus. It is really
testament to the perseverance to all who participate in the online services. It also speaks
volumes about the support of our congregation.
The opportunities will continue to abound as we move past this health crisis in 2021. Innovation
and determination will be key to our future.
Despite challenges, the congregation has responded generously in supporting the Church. We
have reduced expenses in many areas due to the pandemic and overall are surprisingly strong
financially. Thanks to those who are current with their 2020 pledging! If you find yourself
behind, I hope you will be able to meet your commitment by year end.
As always, many thanks for your support in the annual giving of your time, treasures and talents!
With all the best wishes for your continued health, happiness and spiritual growth I’m so looking
forward to us all gathering again in person, in worship to our Lord and Savior.

Your Brother in Christ –
Rees Davies

7

TOWN PUMP CHALLENGE
Town Pump Charitable Foundation has invited FISH to be part of the 19th annual "Be a Friend in Deed, Helping Those
in Need" food bank campaign. Town Pump will match each dollar collected by FISH up to $20,000 from September 1 November 30th. What a great way to double your donation!
Please consider making a contribution during this 3-month period to help FISH.
You can give through the church by noting FISH on check or other means used when giving. When giving through the
church, your financial gift must be received at the latest by November 22nd, or send a check to FISH to arrive by Nov
29th.
The address is,
FISH
PO box 662
Great Falls, MT 59403-00403
Whichever way you choose to give is much appreciated and the sooner the better!

Help at FISH
Our next week to staff FISH is the week of November 16th. The dates to serve are Monday -Friday from 8:45 am to
11 am. If you have any questions or are willing to work one of those days please call or e mail Dave Herman (847) 313
5866 or davebikeil@bresnan.net
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Join us for Sunday morning Zoom
fellowship following worship! For more
information call the church office at
453-1411.

Follow us on Youtube for Sunday
morning worship and much more by
going to our youtube page https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCvZ2e0Mfy3Z5IkSYMQtdY8Q

For all of our past and present
bulletins, and up to date church info,
visit our website at firstpresgfmt.org
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Fun Fall Recipe

PREP TIME5 mins

TOTAL TIME5 mins

SERVINGS 8 pumpkins

INGREDIENTS
2 Apples
1/2 Cup Greek Yogurt
Natural Orange Food Coloring or Natural Red & Yellow Food Coloring
Chocolate Chips
Caramel Popcorn such as G.H. Cretors Just the Caramel Corn
Popsicle Sticks

INSTRUCTIONS
Cut apple into 1/2 inch thick slices. Place one popsicle stick about 1/4-1/2 inch through top of
slice.
In small bowl mix together Greek yogurt and orange food coloring until desired "pumpkin"
color is achieved. Spread yogurt onto one side of the apple slice.
Arrange chocolate chips into Jack-O-Lantern face.
Crush caramel popcorn. Add to bottom of your pumpkin.
Serve immediately.
(For a little more fun, try freezing the pops!)
10

CHURCH CALENDER OCTOBER 2020
Sun

Mon

18
815am-Creeds &
Confessions Class
10am-Worship
11am-Fellowship
Time
1130am-Sailboat
Church Officers Mtg

Wed

Thur

Fri

Sat

14
7am-Mens Group
9am-Peace Place
6pm-MidWeek
Ministry
630pm-What Does
It Mean Class

15
16
9am-Peace Place
9am-Peace Place
10am-Creeds &
Confessions Class
11am-Sailboat
Church Officers
Mtg

17

24

19

20
9am-Peace Place
2pm-Stepping Up
630pm-Session
Mtg

21
7am-Mens Group
9am-Peace Place
6pm-MidWeek
Ministry
630pm-What Does
It Mean Class

22
23
9am-Peace Place
9am-Peace Place
10am-Creeds &
Confessions Class
11am-Sailboat
Church Officers
Mtg

26

27
9am-Peace Place
2pm-Stepping Up
630pm-Deacon
Mtg

28
7am-Mens Group
9am-Peace Place
6pm-MidWeek
Ministry
630pm-What Does
It Mean Class

29
30
31
9am-Peace Place
9am-Peace Place
6pm-Trunk
10am-Creeds &
Or Treat
Confessions Class
11am-Sailboat
Church Officers
Mtg

9am-Peace Place

25
815am-Creeds &
Confessions Class
10am-Worship
11am-Fellowship
Time
1130am-Sailboat
Church Officers Mtg

Tue

9am-Peace Place

CHURCH CALENDER NOVEMBER 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1
2
3
815am-Creeds &
9am-Peace Place
9am-Peace Place
Confessions Class
12pm-Souler
10am-Worship
Energy
11am-Fellowship
2pm-Stepping Up
Time
1130am-Sailboat
Church Officers Mtg
8
815am-Creeds &
Confessions Class
10am-Worship
11am-Fellowship
Time
15

5
9am-Peace Place
10am-Creeds &
Confessions Class
11am-Sailboat
Church Officers
Mtg
530pm-Worship
Committee

Sat
6

7

9am-Peace Place

10
9am-Peace Place
2pm-Stepping Up
4pm-Finance Mtg
530pm-Property
Mtg

11
7am-Mens Group
9am-Peace Place
6pm-MidWeek
Ministry
630pm-What Does
It Mean Class

16

17
9am-Peace Place
2pm-Stepping Up
630pm-Session
Mtg

19
20
18
9am-Peace Place
7am-Mens Group 9am-Peace Place
10am-Creeds &
9am-Peace Place
Confessions Class
6pm-MidWeek
Ministry
630pm-What Does
It Mean Class

21

23

24
9am-Peace Place
2pm-Stepping Up
630pm-Deacons
Mtg

25
26
27
7am-Mens Group 9am-Peace Place
9am-Peace Place
9am-Peace Place
6pm-MidWeek
Ministry
630pm-What Does
It Mean Class

28

9am-Peace Place

22
815am-Creeds &
Confessions Class
10am-Worship
11am-Fellowship
Time

4
7am-Mens Group
9am-Peace Place
6pm-MidWeek
Ministry
630pm-What Does
It Mean Class

Fri

9
9am-Peace Place

815am-Creeds &
Confessions Class
10am-Worship
11am-Fellowship
Time

Thur

9am-Peace Place

29
30
815am-Illuminating 9am-Peace Place
Advent Class
10am-Worship
11am-Fellowship
Time

12
13
14
9am-Peace Place
930am9am-Peace Place
10am-Creeds &
Presbyterian
Confessions Class
Women
11am-Sailboat
Church Officers
Mtg

For meeting places please refer to our
Adult Ed Page within this newsletter,
or feel free to call the church office!
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Myers, Keyna

10/03

Holman, Debbie

10/18

Brown, Raelynn

11/09

Sparks, Robb

10/04

Smith, Devan

10/18

Smith, Carsen

11/13

Feisthamel, LynDee

10/05

Brown, Janice

10/21

Royce, Debra

11/16

Neill, Kenneth

10/06

Lewis, Donna

10/23

Herman, Dave

11/17

Grady, Grant

10/07

Carter, James

10/28

Ronholdt, Jamie

11/17

Taylor, Dee

10/09

Horton, Jan

11/02

Bruce, Heather

11/18

Adkins, Penny

10/14

Quast, William

11/03

Grady, Meghan

11/30

Messelt, Ann

10/16

Funderburk, Allen

11/04
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