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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
“My people, hear my teaching,” says the Lord. “Listen to the words of my mouth.” 
(Psalm 78:1 NIV) God, help us focus our attention and listen well to you during this 

worship service. Amen. 

Friends in Christ, it’s a joy to be with you today for worship! Please welcome one another 
with a sign of Christ’s peace. With voices full of excitement, attitudes full of enthusiasm, 
and spirits full of joy let us actively give our worship to God. 

Be sure to check-in through Social Media or text message to let your family members, 
friends and followers know you are here to praise God. And like us on Facebook. 

Please use the time before worship begins to prepare yourself for your offering of worship 
to God. Feel free to listen to music; read and meditate on the Scripture reading for today; 
or silently meditate on God’s grace, emptying your mind of all distractions. 

All music copied and projected with permission, CCLI #2716126, OneLicense A-
722348. 

* Please stand as able 

We are the Body of Christ 
Joyfully Worshiping God 

Compassionately Caring for One Another 
Humbly Serving God 

Continually Growing Together in God’s Word 
And Actively Sharing the Good News of Christ 

May our worship be pleasing to God! 
  



GATHERING BEFORE GOD 
  Prelude Valet will ich dir geben (O Lord, How Shall I Meet Thee), Paul Manz (Op. 17) 

  Welcome 

*Call to Worship (Leader People) see Psalm 78:1-7 
Let us speak of the glorious deeds of God and God’s might. 
We will not hide them from our children, 

we will tell them to the coming generation. 
Let us rise up and tell the children, 

so that they should set their hope in God. 
That they should not forget the words of God 

But keep God’s commandments. 

*Hymn of Praise #771 What Is the World Like 

*Call to Confession (Leader People)  
Our hope is built on nothing less than Jesus and his righteousness. 
Trusting in the mercy of God, 

we confess our sin 
that we might find forgiveness and new life in Christ. 

*Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
“Keep awake,” you tell us, 

urging us to watch with expectant hope 
as we wait for you to reveal yourself in our midst. 

But, Lord, 
we grow tired of looking for signs of your presence among us. 
We grow weary from a steady diet of distressing news 

and convince ourselves that you are still far off. 
We are careless with the tasks you expect of us 

and, so, 
are not prepared to encounter you. 

Forgive us for losing heart and losing hope. 
Sustain us in faith, we pray, 

and keep us ever watchful so that we might be ready to greet you with joy… 
(Silent Personal Prayers for Forgiveness) 

  



*Assurance of Forgiveness (Leader People) Psalm 70:1, 4, 5 
Sisters and brothers, 

rejoice and be glad, 
for God is mighty to save 

and comes to us in peace 
to forgive, restore, and strengthen us eternally in Christ. 

*Praising God for God’s Forgiveness #634 To God Be the Glory (v 1, Refrain) 

HEARING THE GOOD NEWS 
  Message in Music Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning, African-American 

  Prayer for Illumination 

  Scripture & Message Matthew 25:1-13 
Faithful Preparation 

RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS 
*Affirmation of Faith (Unison) The Confession of 1967, 9.31, adapted 

To be reconciled to God is to be sent into the world as God’s reconciling 
community. This community, the Church universal, is entrusted with God’s 
message of reconciliation and shares God’s labor of healing the hatreds which 
separate people from God and from each other. Christ has called the Church to 
this mission and given it the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Church maintains 
continuity with the apostles and with Israel by faithful obedience to Christ’s call. 

*Hymn of Response #716 God Whose Giving Knows No Ending 
  Offering Praise Him, Praise Him/Jesus Loves Me, Arr. Wilbur Held 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13, NRSV) 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 

as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And do not bring us to the time of trial,  

but rescue us from the evil one. 
Amen. 



SENDING FOR SERVICE 
*Sending Hymn 687 Our God, Our Help in Ages Past 

*Charge 

*Blessing 

*Postlude St. Anne (O God Our Help in Ages Past), Arr. C. Charlton Palmer 

May our service be pleasing to God! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Our times of worship are now live-streamed on our YouTube channel; search for “First 
Presbyterian Church Great Falls MT” on the YouTube website. Recordings of previous 
live-streams will remain on our YouTube channel. Links to both live-streams and 
recordings will be posted to our Facebook page. 

Tithes and Offerings may be mailed to the church office or made online through our 
website. 

If you are not receiving emails, please send your current email address to the office, 
secretary@firstpresgfmt.org. 

Souler Energy, our weekly Sunday Worship broadcast, can be viewed every Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. on KFBB TV Channel 5 (cable channel 9). 

Upcoming Adult Education opportunities: 
“Illuminating Advent” This study looks at Advent through four themes that are often 
used in connection with Advent wreaths and candles in churches. The four sessions 
consider Advent hope, peace, joy, and love. These terms are rich with biblical and 
theological meanings and also have personal meanings for the Church and disciples of 
Christ Jesus. Study of the images surrounding these four themes can thus enrich our 
Advent celebrations. We will also spend a week looking at Christmas, when the Word 
made flesh lived among us. And a week looking at Epiphany, which celebrates the 
message that Christ Jesus is for the whole world. Let John or the office know if you 
need the Zoom link sent to you, and videos of all sessions will be posted to our 
YouTube page. 
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Adult Education opportunities: 
“What It Means to Be Presbyterian” If you have been wondering what it means to 
be a Presbyterian in the Presbyterian Church (USA), or desire a refresher course, join 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. as we discover what makes us unique as Presbyterians. 
(Eventually, we’ll discover which method of making coffee best describes the 
PC(USA)!) Let John or the office know if you need the Zoom link sent to you, and 
videos of all sessions will be posted to our YouTube page. 
“Creeds and Confessions of the Presbyterian Church (USA)” Join us for a study of 
the Book of Confessions, the first part of the Constitution of the PC(USA), on 
Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. or Sundays at 8:15 a.m. It will be helpful to have a copy of the 
Book of Confessions. We have several copies available, or a free pdf can be 
downloaded from www.pcusastore.com. This week we’ll learn about the history and 
purpose of The Confession of Belhar. Next week, we’ll focus on A Brief Statement of 
Faith – Presbyterian Church (USA). Let John or the office know if you need the Zoom 
link sent to you, or if you would like a physical copy of the Book of Confessions. Videos 
of all sessions will be posted to our YouTube page after the Sunday class. 

COMING WORSHIP THEMES 
Next Sunday, November 15, 2020 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Matthew 25:14-30 

The Parable of the Talents 

November 22, 2020 
Christ the King Sunday 

Matthew 25:31-46 
God’s New Year’s Resolution 

November 29, 2020 
1st Sunday of Advent 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 

1 Peter 1:3-9 
Romans 8:18-25 

Illuminating Advent: Advent Hope 

December 6, 2020 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

Communion 
Isaiah 9:1-7 

John 14:25-31 
Ephesians 2:11-22 

Illuminating Advent: Advent Peace 
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MAY GOD BLESS THIS WEEK 
All Events Live-Streamed or via Zoom Unless Noted 

Today, Sunday, November 8 8:15 a.m. Creeds & Confessions Class 
 10:00 a.m. Worship (Limited seating in the 

Sanctuary) 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time 
Tuesday, November 10 4:00 p.m. Finance Committee 
 5:30 p.m. Property Committee 
Wednesday, November 11 7:00 a.m. Men’s Group 
 6:30 p.m. What It Means To Be A Presbyterian 

Class 
Thursday, November 12 12:00 noon Spiritual Life Committee 
Saturday, November 14 10:00 a.m. PW 
Next Sunday, November 15 8:15 a.m. Creeds & Confessions Class 
 10:00 a.m. Worship (Limited seating in the 

Sanctuary) 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
All Events Live-Streamed or via Zoom Unless Noted 

Tuesday, November 17 .............................................................. Session Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
Sunday, November 22 ....................... Children & Youth Ministries Committee, 11:30 p.m. 

Decorate for Advent/Christmas, 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, November 24 ............................................. Board of Deacons Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 1 ............................................... Souler Energy Committee, 12:00 noon 
Thursday, December 3 ......................................................... Worship Committee, 5:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 8 ............................................................ Finance Committee, 4:00 p.m. 

Property Committee, 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday, December 10 ............................................ Spiritual Life Committee, 12:00 noon 
Saturday, December 12 ...................................................................................PW, 9:30 a.m. 
  



The Officers and Staff of First Presbyterian Church welcome you 
to this time of worship and invite you to join us in ministry! 

Head of the Church 
Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior 

Session 
John Ritchie (Moderator) 

Ginger Blevins 
Alissa Brown 

Jan Brown 

Sara Buley 
Rees Davies 
Dave Dobbs 

Mary Fagenstrom 
Kathy Herman 

Randy Houtz (Clerk) 

Scott Royce 
Dean Schamp 

Deacons 
Stuart Brown 

Bruce Buer (Mod.) 
Kitty Cornwell 

Shirley Davis 
Tom Hazen 

Dave Herman 

Chris Pfost 
Deb Skinner 

Robb Sparks 
Marla Wilckens 

Staff
Rev. John E Ritchie, Pastor (906-322-9490) 

Alissa Brown, CE Director 
Joan Schmidt, Ministry of Music 
Craig Anton, Facilities Manager 
Keyna Myers, Office Manager 

Faith Janes, Publications Secretary 

Liza Nosich, Accounts Payable/Payroll 
Financial Secretary 

Butch Steele, Worship Video Coordinator 
Alex Rosenleaf, Choir Director 

Kari Rosenleaf, Bell Choir Director 
Johnny Ritchie, Music Assistant & Praise 

Band Director
 
 
Solitude As Soul Care Richard J. Foster (Celebration of Discipline) says solitude is “more 
a state of mind and heart” than a place: “There is a solitude of the heart that can be 
maintained at all times. Crowds, or the lack of them, have little to do with this inward 
attentiveness.” Although Jesus preferred crowd-free alone times, that’s not always feasible. 
But no matter your surroundings and responsibilities, you can carve out intentional time to 
“be still” (Psalm 46:10). Try these tips for adding solitude to life’s rhythms: 

• Take a day. Every month or two, enjoy a day of solitude. Turn off your phone and 
spend the day with God. 
• Take an hour. Treat this time as an important calendar appointment. Keep it free to 
protect your solitude. 
• Take a minute. Before a big meeting or as you’re answering the phone, breathe deeply 
and invite God into the moment. 

—Janna Firestone 
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