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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
God, you speak to our hearts: 

“Fear not…your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt.” (John 12:15, ESV) 
Thank you for Jesus, our strong yet gentle, humble yet powerful King. 

Welcome to worship as we join a worldwide and timeless procession of the faithful 
shouting to Jesus, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
(Mark 11:9, NIV) With voices full of excitement, attitudes full of enthusiasm, and spirits 
full of joy let us actively give our worship to God. 

Last week, how well did you live God’s message from Ephesians 2:8-10? How did 
remembering God’s love encourage and comfort you? When did God’s love and grace 
move you to do good works for others? 

Be sure to check-in through Social Media or text message to let your family members, 
friends and followers know you are here to praise God. And like us on Facebook. 

Please use the time before worship begins to prepare yourself for your offering of worship 
to God. Feel free to listen to music; read and meditate on the Scripture reading for today; 
or silently meditate on God’s grace, emptying your mind of all distractions. 

All music copied, projected, and live streamed with permission, CCLI #2716126, 
OneLicense A-722348. 

* Please stand as able 

We are the Body of Christ 
Joyfully Worshiping God 

Compassionately Caring for One Another 
Humbly Serving God 

Continually Growing Together in God’s Word 
And Actively Sharing the Good News of Christ 

May our worship be pleasing to God! 

  



GATHERING BEFORE GOD 
  Prelude The Palms, Jean Baptiste Faure 

  Welcome 

  Call to Worship (Leader People) From Mark 11:1-11 
Blessed is the coming kingdom. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
When Jesus and his disciples were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, 
near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the 
village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that 
has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing 
this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’” They 
went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying 
it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” They 
told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 
Blessed is the coming kingdom. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many 
people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had 
cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who followed 
were shouting, 

“Hosanna! 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 

Hosanna in the highest!” 
Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around 
at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
Blessed is the coming kingdom. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

*Song #199 Filled with Excitement 

  Listen: Praying in a Noisy World – Getting Into Position 

  Prayer Practice/Type – Attentiveness and Expectancy 

  Message in Music God So Loved the World, Aaron David Miller 
  



  Prayer of Presence (Unison) 
God revealed in so many ways— 
The beauty and magnificence of creation, 
The words of prophet, priest, and servant, 
The life, death, resurrection of Jesus, 
The power and constant presence of your Spirit, 
The witness of your servant saints, and 
Your sustaining grace that gives us life— 

We acknowledge ourselves in your presence 
Not to tell you what to do 
But to see ourselves as your invited guests 
As we offer to you all that we are, 
All that we hope to become, 
May your presence transform us 
To shape us more and more into your 
Beloved and faithful children, 
For we are yours and we belong to you, 
Our faithful Savior and Guide. 

  Silence 

  Scripture Luke 22:14-20 

  Reading 
I grew up during the Great Depression and Dust Bowl years that forever changed 

our nation. The Great Depression brought a wealthy nation to never-before-seen 
poverty. Many of the wealthy and poor lost all their savings, their jobs, and often their 
businesses, farms, and communities. 

The Dust Bowl years with their unending and blinding dust storms swept away 
population, farms, and businesses as they ground the survivors into ever-deeper 
poverty. Farmsteads stood deserted everywhere, and unoccupied houses dotted the 
streets of nearly every village and city. 

Our farm survived because we had a deep and productive well that provided an 
abundance of clean, life-giving water for garden, animals, trees, and family. That well 
was pumped by a windmill that had an eight-foot wheel mounted on a tall tower to 
catch the abundant wind typical for that part of our country. 

On those occasions when the wind was just a gentle breeze, my father would climb 
to the top of that tower and squeeze through an opening in the platform that circled the 
tower. From that position he took hold of the entire mechanism and turned it until the 



fans of that giant wheel were facing directly into the breeze. Sometimes he would turn 
the wheel to get it started, and then it would catch the gentle breeze and produce the 
life-giving water we needed. Without careful positioning, nothing would have 
happened. Our farmstead would have looked just fine, but it would have dried up and 
failed without the needed water. 

Positioning is also critical to growth in our relationship with Jesus Christ. The 
gentle breath of the Holy Spirit is always touching us, but it is our responsibility to 
position ourselves in ways that make it possible to receive the gifts that God waits to 
bestow upon us. 

The risen Christ appeared to the early disciples on many occasions, and Luke 
recorded one of the instructions Jesus gave to the disciples about positioning: “Look, 
I’m sending to you what my Father promised, but you are to stay in the city until you 
have been furnished with heavenly power.” (Luke 24:49) 

How do we position ourselves today to receive God’s love, presence, power, and 
grace? Faithful Christians of every nation, culture, and age have found that one can 
become present to God and receive the gifts of God, who is always present to us. The 
simple pattern of prayer and reflection provided in this book is one way that we may 
position ourselves to hear God’s loving message and, through the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
be drawn to God in human form that we see in Jesus. 

  Reflection 

  Response 
*Song #312 Take Us As We Are, O God 
  Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings 

  Offertory Christe, du Lamm Gottes(Lamb of God, Our Savior), J.S. Bach 
*Song #606 The Doxology 
*Prayer of Dedication 

Holy God, 
we give thanks for your saving love 

made known to us in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 
Bless these gifts 

that they may bring life on earth 
as in heaven; 

in the name of Jesus, we pray. 
Amen. 

  



  Prayers of Petition 

  The Lord’s Prayer (Luke 11:2-4, NRSV) 
Father, hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come. 
Give us each day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 

for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 
And do not bring us to the time of trial. 

Amen. 
*Song #727 The Servant Song 

*Charge (Leader People) 
We are the Body of Christ; 
Joyfully worshiping God, 
compassionately caring for one another, 
humbly serving others, 
continually growing together in God’s Word, 
and actively sharing the Good News of Christ. 

*Blessing 

*Postlude Freu Dich, O Meine Seele (Rejoice, O My Soul), Sigfrid Karg-Elert, Op. 65 

May our service be pleasing to God! 
  



WORSHIP NOTES 
Though we’re in the midst of the 40 days of Lent, Sundays don’t count as days of that 
season because they’re always celebrations of the resurrection. 

During Lent, our order of worship will be based on the prayer pattern presented in the 
book we are studying and using for our congregational Lenten experience, Listen: Praying 
in a Noisy World, by Rueben P Job. 

Prayer of Presence 
Silence 

Scripture 
Reading 

Dialogue and Discovery 
Reflection 
Response 

Prayers of Petition 
Blessing 

  



  



  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Through our experience with the book “Sailboat Church” we learned that prayer is crucial 
to being open to the power of the Holy Spirit as we follow Jesus’ call to be his body in the 
world. Through our experience with the book “Listen: Praying in a Noisy World” we 
learned there are many prayer patterns that can enhance our prayer life as we communicate 
with God. In response to the influence these two books are having on our congregation, 
Living the Practice of Prayer, is one way to enhance your personal prayer life while 
making the act of prayer a critical part of our life as a congregation. Join us Tuesdays at 
5:30 p.m. for an hour of focused and guided prayer as we listen for God’s voice and discern 
God’s will for our lives and for our congregation. We’ll gather in the Library and on Zoom 
beginning Tuesday, April 13. 

Children and Youth Ministries Committee and Peace Place are sponsoring an Easter 
celebration for all ages on Saturday, April 3 from 1:00-4:00 p.m. in the Montana Credit 
Union parking lot. We will have game booths and prizes, as well as music and snacks. The 
games and prizes will be geared to different age groups, and the community will be invited. 
We are hoping that other committees and groups of the church will get involved by 
sponsoring a booth, providing prizes or volunteering to run a game or booth, or by helping 
to direct people. Especially needed are prizes for older children, such as Bibles, book 
covers, gift cards or ear buds, of various values of $5 to $20. This will be an opportunity 
to share Christ’s love with the community and sail with the Holy Spirit! Questions? Contact 
Sara Buley, 788-3370, or Alissa Brown, 231-2348. 

The Children and Youth Ministries Committee needs empty egg cartons for a craft project 
at our Easter celebration April 3. Please bring any that you have to the church office. Thank 
you! 

Our times of worship are live-streamed on our YouTube channel; search for “First 
Presbyterian Church Great Falls MT” on the YouTube website. Recordings of previous 
live-streams will remain on our YouTube channel. Links to upcoming live-streams can be 
found on our website and in the weekly Saturday morning email. 

Upper Room, Bulletins, Sermon Manuscripts If you would like any of these mailed to 
you on a weekly basis please let the office know. 

Souler Energy, our weekly Sunday Worship broadcast, can be viewed every Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. on KFBB TV Channel 5 (cable channel 9). 



All church meetings, classes, and events (including worship) held at the church are hybrid 
events, which means you can attend in person, or online through either YouTube or Zoom. 
If you are comfortable joining us in person, we welcome you! If you would rather join us 
from the safety and comfort of your home, we welcome you, too! The session will continue 
to monitor and evaluate our response to the COVID-19 pandemic in faithfulness to God 
and recommendations from the City-County Health Department. If you will be joining us 
in person, please note the following precautions the session has put in place: 
 If you are not feeling well, please stay home and join us online (either on YouTube 

or Zoom). 
 Masks are required while in the building. 
 Gloves, masks, and hand sanitizer are readily available. 
 Please honor social distancing, including where you sit. 
 Prolonged socializing in the building is discouraged. 

Tithes and Offerings may be mailed to the church office or made online through our 
website, www.firstpresgfmt.org. 

Faith Formation & Spiritual Growth Events 
Breaking Free by Beth Moore, Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m., from April 6 to June 15. 
This women’s Bible study draws parallels between the captive Israelites of the Old 
Testament and New Testament believers in Jesus as the Promised Messiah. Using 
the Book of Isaiah, we’ll look through the lives of the kings who ruled during the 
prophet’s ministry. These kings exemplify many of the obstacles to freedom with 
which we must deal. Using Scripture to help identify spiritual strongholds in our 
lives, no matter how big or small, we’ll see that anything that hinders us from the 
benefits of knowing God is bondage. 

Life in the Minor Key Thursdays 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., Sundays 8:15 a.m., 
from April 8 – July4. This study, in parallel with Sunday worship themes, will look 
at the 12 books of the Bible known as “the minor prophets”. Often these books are 
left out of the worship lectionary rotation because of the harsh nature of the words 
and ideas they contain. As Israel is being devastated by war and is in the grip of 
idolatry, God sends these prophets to plead with Israel so they will denounce evil 
and turn back toward God. Amid the sorrow we find God’s great grace: an 
unconditional love for God’s people and a desire to save them from their own 
wickedness and the wickedness of the world around them. Through the entire Old 
Testament, we see the world’s need for a Savior. The books of the minor prophets 
represent the pinnacle of that need. Alongside (and inseparable from) some of 
God’s harshest judgments are God’s greatest promises of mercy. 

http://www.firstpresgfmt.org/


Prayer Partners Prayer requests may be made by calling Jane Snowberger (761-0518) or 
Marla Wilckens (452-0226). 

If you are not receiving emails, including the Saturday morning “Church Update”, please 
send your current email address to the office, secretary@firstpresgfmt.org. 

COMING WORSHIP THEMES 
April 1, 2021 

Maundy Thursday 
Worship with Communion at 6:30 p.m. 

April 2, 2021 
Good Friday 

Worship with Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church at 7:00 p.m. 

Next Sunday, April 4, 2021 
Easter Sunday 
Communion 
Mark 16:1-8 

Terror and Amazement 

April 11, 2021 
2nd Sunday of Easter 

Hosea 6:1-3 
Life in the Minor Key: Hosea – A Call to 

Repentance 

April 18, 2021 
3rd Sunday of Easter 

Joel 2:23-32 
Life in the Minor Key: Joel – Being 

Blessed After Being Blessed 

April 25, 2021 
4th Sunday of Easter 

Amos 8:1-12 
Life in the Minor Key: Amos – The Famine 

of the Word of God 
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MAY GOD BLESS THIS WEEK 
Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom) 

Today, Sunday, March 28 8:15 a.m. Listen: Praying in a Noisy World Class 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time (Zoom only) 
 11:30 a.m. Children & Youth Ministries Committee 
Monday, March 29 9:30 a.m. Sailboat Church Crew 2 
 6:30 p.m. Bible 101 Class 
Tuesday, March 30 6:30 p.m. Called Session Meeting 
Wednesday, March 31 7:00 a.m. Men’s Group 
 6:00 p.m. Mid-week Ministry 
Thursday, April 1 6:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship with 

Communion 
Friday, April 2 7:00 p.m. Good Friday Worship 
Saturday, April 3 1:00 p.m. Easter Celebration 
Next Sunday, April 4 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time (Zoom only) 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom) 

Tuesday, April 6....................................................... Souler Energy Committee, 12:00 noon 
Thursday, April 8 ...................................................... Spiritual Life Committee, 12:00 noon 
Saturday, April 10 ...........................................................................................PW, 9:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, April 13.................................................................. Finance Committee, 4:00 p.m. 

Property Committee, 5:30 p.m. 
Living the Practice of Prayer Begins, 5:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 20....................................................................... Session Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, April 22 – Saturday, April 24 ............................................... John is on Vacation 
Tuesday, April 27.................................................................... Board of Deacons, 6:30 p.m. 
  



  



  



 
The Officers and Staff of First Presbyterian Church welcome you 

to this time of worship and invite you to join us in ministry! 

Head of the Church 
Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior 

Session 
John Ritchie (Moderator) 

Ginger Blevins 
Alissa Brown 

Mary Fagenstrom 

Randy Houtz (Clerk) 
Sharon Lindstrom 

Gary McFerrin 

Scott Royce 
Jane Snowberger 

Jennie Yates 

Deacons 
Stuart Brown 

Bruce Buer (Mod.) 
Kitty Cornwell 

Shirley Davis 
Barb Flaherty 
Tom Hazen 

Dave Herman 
Chris Pfost 

Deb Skinner 
Marla Wilckens 

Staff 
Rev. John E Ritchie, Pastor (906-322-9490) 

Alissa Brown, CE Director 
Joan Schmidt, Ministry of Music 
Craig Anton, Facilities Manager 
Keyna Myers, Office Manager 

Faith Janes, Publications Secretary 

Liza Nosich, Accounts Payable/Payroll 
Financial Secretary 

Butch Steele, Worship Video Coordinator 
Alex Rosenleaf, Choir Director 

Kari Rosenleaf, Bell Choir Director 
Johnny Ritchie, Music Assistant & Praise 

Band Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When God Giggles Before dinner, our family was preparing to pray, which we do by 
holding hands. Upon discovering that one child hadn’t washed his hands, my husband 
struck a contorted pose to avoid physical contact. The mealtime blessing quickly dissolved 
into laughter as we each peeked at him. Afterward, as we passed around the food, I asked, 
“What do you imagine God thought about us laughing during prayer?” One child quickly 
replied, “I think he was laughing right along with us.” Yes! Although prayer is reverent, 
God invites us to converse with words, emotions — and even giggles! 

—Janna Firestone 
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