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April Edition

Church Update

Women's Ministry Update From
Alissa Brown, CE Director
I have received a lot of interest in the ministry
to the women in Haiti. The start of this was
definitely God, as there would not have been
anyway that I would have met the leader for
this on my own. I also found out that on
March 21st, they tuned in to watch our
service. What an amazing testimony in a time
of such uncertainty. We started with just four
women and now we have 25 that are getting
ready to gather for our next study!
If you would like to join us, we are meeting beginning April 6th (Tuesday) at 2p.m.
We will be meeting all the way through June 15th. The study is called Breaking
Free and is 11 weeks long. To join and for more information, please e-mail me at
cedirector@firstpresgfmt.org or feel free to call the church office! I am planning
on recording our sessions and sending them to the women in Haiti. They meet in
secret and do the study when they can. If you would like to help financially with
this outreach you can send donations to the church with Haiti on the memo line,
or a note stating what the donation is to be designated to.
On another Women's Ministry note, we found out that Beth Moore will be doing a
live event in Lakeside Montana On June 25th - June 26th. There are a few of us who
are planning on attending. If you would like to join us please contact me (Alissa)
for details and refer to the PRESS for more info!
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Friday Schedule:
5:30 p.m. Doors open for Special
Needs
6:00 p.m. Doors open for General
Admission
7:00 p.m. Session One Begins
9:00 p.m. Dismissed
Saturday Schedule:
7:15 a.m. Doors open for Special
Needs
7:30 a.m. Doors Open for General
Admission
8:30 a.m. Session Two
10:00 a.m. Break
10:30 a.m. Session Three
12:00 p.m. Dismissed
During this season of uncertainty, if
Living Proof Ministries cancels this event
due to COVID-19 based on restrictions in
the area, your ticket will be refundable.
We are committed to the safety of our
guests.
Living Proof Ministries will be following
all recommended health and safety
guidelines in each city and venue. We
are committed to providing a safe
environment for our attendees which
includes social distancing, face
coverings, and additional cleaning
measures. Attendees will be notified of
additional measures taken as the event
approaches. We encourage those
experiencing COVID symptoms to refrain
from attending the event.
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EARLY RISERS
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.” John 14:27, is the theme for the 30th Early Risers Series
sponsored by Women’s Ministries of First Presbyterian Church. It is scheduled for the four Thursday
mornings in May at 7 a.m. at New City Youth Facility, 4114 North Park Trail, Great Falls.

The Service Project is PeacePlace. Headquartered at First Presbyterian Church, PeacePlace gives hope and
respite to families with children who have medical diagnoses and/or developmental delays. It offers
purposeful childcare support, and specialized training so at-risk children may be safe and their families may
thrive.

PeacePlace speakers will be Louisa Libertelli-Dunn, Director of Operations; Kitty Cornwell, Board Chairman;
and Kaycee Beall, Parent. Proceeds from the series will benefit PeacePlace.

Other participants in the Early Risers series are: Prayer: Jim McCormick, Director, GFRM; Pastor Lee Barrows,
New City Church; Pastor Steve Mix, Fairview Baptist Church; Tom Moore, Superintendent, GFPS, Faith Center.

Musicians: Rebecca and Isabel Swanson, vocalists, New City Church; Pastor Randy Ludeman, pianist,
Geraldine Community Church; Kathyrn Kenney Rude, violinist, Hobson; Pastors Gary and Pam Hart, vocalists,
Victory Church; Alex Rosenleaf, vocalist, First Presbyterian Church.

Inspirational Speakers: Shane Etzwiler, President, GFCC, Faith Bible Church, Fairfield; Pastor Randy Ludeman,
Geraldine Community Church; Kristen Juras, Mt. Lt.Gov., Crossroads Memorial Church; Pastor Anna Marritt,
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church.

Price of the four sessions is $20 which includes a continental breakfast by Electric City Coffee and a free gift.
Make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church, write Early Risers on the memo line and mail to First
Presbyterian Church, 1315 Central Ave., Great Falls, Mt. 59401.

Early Risers Committee members are: Norma Ashby Smith, Chair/Speakers; Tia Dear, Vice Chair; Marla
Wilckens, Secretary; Stephanie Skaer, Treasurer/Registration; Sara Buley, Service Project; Paula Jackson,
Music; Joan Schmidt, Songbooks; Nancy Rowell, Song Leader; Jane Thayer and Dee Taylor, Decorations;
Kelly’s Signs, Banner; Judy Mortensen and Dwight Smith, Breakfast; Marla Wilckens, Scrapbook; Sherry
Beaver, Greeters; Thomas Risberg and Charity Alonso, Brochure/Publicity; Dave Herman, Photographer/Gift.

Early Risers is a non-denominational annual gathering to glorify God, inspire Christian fellowship and bring
awareness to a non-profit charity. For more information contact Norma Ashby Smith, 453-7078.
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Maundy Thursday
Join us on Thursday,
April 1 at 6:30 p.m. for
our Maundy Thursday
worship experience,
including communion,
either in the sanctuary
or on YouTube.
Maundy comes from
the Latin word mandatum, meaning
“command.” On the night before His
crucifixion, Jesus shared the Last Supper with
His disciples and gave them a new
commandment to “love one another. As I have
loved you, so you must love one
another.” (John 13:34)
This year on Maundy Thursday, we will look at
the Old and New Testament requirements of
the Paschal Lamb. We will also gather around
the communion table to accept the gift of
Christ’s sacrifice through the sacrament of
communion.

Good Friday
Psalm 23 will frame our Good Friday
worship experience with familiar words
along with objects and music. Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church will be joining us in our
sanctuary on Friday, April 2 at 7:00 p.m., or
you may join us on YouTube.
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Living the Practice of Prayer
Through our experience with the book “Sailboat Church” we learned that prayer is crucial to being open to
the power of the Holy Spirit as we follow Jesus’ call to be his body in the world. Through our experience with
the book “Listen: Praying in a Noisy World” we learned there are many prayer patterns that can enhance our
prayer life as we communicate with God. In response to the influence these two books are having on our
congregation, Living the Practice of Prayer, is one way to enhance your personal prayer life while making the
act of prayer a critical part of our life as a congregation. Join us Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. for an hour of focused
and guided prayer as we listen for God’s voice and discern God’s will for our lives and for our congregation.
We’ll gather in the Library and on Zoom beginning Tuesday, April 13.

Faith Formation & Spiritual Growth Events
Breaking Free by Beth Moore, Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m., from April 6 to June 15. This women’s Bible study
draws parallels between the captive Israelites of the Old Testament and New Testament believers in Jesus as
the Promised Messiah. Using the Book of Isaiah, we’ll look through the lives of the kings who ruled during
the prophet’s ministry. These kings exemplify many of the obstacles to freedom with which we must deal.
Using Scripture to help identify spiritual strongholds in our lives, no matter how big or small, we’ll see that
anything that hinders us from the benefits of knowing God is bondage.
Life in the Minor Key Thursdays 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., Sundays 8:15 a.m., from April 8 – July 4. This
study, in parallel with Sunday worship themes, will look at the 12 books of the Bible known as “the minor
prophets”. Often these books are left out of the worship lectionary rotation because of the harsh nature of
the words and ideas they contain. As Israel is being devastated by war and is in the grip of idolatry, God
sends these prophets to plead with Israel so they will denounce evil and turn back toward God. Amid the
sorrow we find God’s great grace: an unconditional love for God’s people and a desire to save them from
their own wickedness and the wickedness of the world around them. Through the entire Old Testament, we
see the world’s need for a Savior. The books of the minor prophets represent the pinnacle of that need.
Alongside (and inseparable from) some of God’s harshest judgments are God’s greatest promises of mercy.
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COMING

THEMES
April 18, 2021
3rd Sunday of Easter
Life in the Minor Key: Joel – Being Blessed
After Being Blessed
Joel 2:23-32

April 1, 2021 (6:30 p.m.)
Maundy Thursday
Communion
Paschal Lamb
April 2, 2021 (7:00 p.m.)
Good Friday
The Lord Is My Shepherd: A Service of Song
on Psalm 23

April 25, 2021
4th Sunday of Easter
Life in the Minor Key: Amos – The Famine
of the Word of God
Amos 8:1-12

April 4, 2021
Easter Sunday
Communion
Mark 16:1-8
Terror and Amazement

May 2, 2021
5 Sunday of Easter
Communion
Life in the Minor Key: Obadiah
Obadiah 1
th

April 11, 2021
2nd Sunday of Easter
Life in the Minor Key: Hosea – A Call to
Repentance
Hosea 6:1-3

50 Ways to Take Church to the Community (From the Lewis Center for Church Leadership)
Prepare Spiritually


Acknowledge the synergy between the Great Commandment in Matthew 22 (love your neighbor as
yourself) and the Great Commission in Matthew 28 (go and make disciples). Evangelistic outreach
expresses our love of others.



Remember that Jesus primarily engaged people through everyday encounters, rather than in the
Temple or synagogues. He fed people, met their everyday needs, and enjoyed the fellowship of
others.



Express love and compassion for your community in big and small ways. Avoid judgmentalism.



Pray regularly for your neighbors and lift up community concerns.



Attend to the faith formation of existing members. Willingness to share faith and reach out to
others develops as one grows in faith and discipleship.



Prepare spiritually for the transformation that creative, risk-taking outreach will bring.
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Live Stream Worship
Our times of worship are live streamed on our YouTube channel;
search for “First Presbyterian Church Great Falls MT” on the
YouTube website. Recordings of previous live streams will remain
on our YouTube channel. Links to upcoming live streams can be
found on our website and in the weekly Saturday morning email.

All church meetings, classes, and events (including
worship) held at the church are hybrid events, which
means you can attend in person, or online through
either YouTube or Zoom. If you are comfortable joining
us in person, we welcome you! If you would rather join
us from the safety and comfort of your home, we
welcome you, too! The session will continue to monitor
and evaluate our response to the COVID-19 pandemic
in faithfulness to God and recommendations from the
City-County Health Department. If you will be joining us
in person, please note the following precautions the
session has put in place:


If you are not feeling well, please stay home and join us online (either on YouTube or Zoom).



Masks are required while in the building.
COMING



Gloves, masks, and hand sanitizer are readily available.



Please honor social distancing, including where you sit.



Prolonged socializing in the building is discouraged.

THEMES

Bulletins & Sermon Manuscripts
If you would like copies of the bulletin and/or sermon
manuscript mailed to you, please let the office know.

Praise Band
The praise band wants to learn and lead your favorite
worship song. Genre of the song does not matter, they can
be contemporary praise, hymns, spirituals, etc. Please
submit
your
request
to
Johnny
Ritchie
at
praiseband@firstpresgfmt.org or call/text at 260-224-5790.
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Serves: 12
These cookies are a great way to learn
about the crucifixion and resurrection in
a hands-on way for kids.
Prep Time: 15-30 minutes
Cook Time: n/a
Total Time: 30 minutes
Ingredients
1 cup Almonds (or pecans)
1 tsp Vinegar
3 egg whites
1 cup Sugar
1/4 tsp salt
Additional Items
Tape
Bible
Directions:
1. PREHEAT OVEN TO 300 DEGREES. Place one
cup nuts into a zip-lock baggy. Beat the nuts
with a wooden spoon until broken into tiny
pieces. Remind children that Jesus was beaten
by the Roman Soldiers. (Read John 19:1-3).
2. Allow each child to smell the vinegar. Pour a
small amount into a bowl and allow them to
taste it. Explain that vinegar was given to Jesus
to drink when he was on the cross. Add 1 tsp.
vinegar into a mixing bowl. (Read John 19:2830)
3. Add egg whites to vinegar. The eggs in this
recipe represent life. They remind us that Jesus
gave His life to give us life abundantly. (Read
John 10:10-11)

4. Put a pinch of salt in your child’s hand. Allow them to taste
it. Add a pinch of salt to the eggs and vinegar. The salt represents
the salty tears cried by the women who followed Jesus. (Read
Luke 23:27)
5. Place a pinch of sugar in your child’s hand. Allow them to taste
it. Add one cup sugar to the mixture. Up to this point, the
ingredients have been very bitter, but the sweetness in the recipe
comes from the sugar. The suffering and death of Jesus are bitter,
but the sweetness is that Jesus died because He loves us. Oh, how
He loves us! (Read Psalm 34:8 and John 3:16)
6. Beat the mixture for 12-15 minutes until stiff peaks are
formed (I recommend setting a timer — it’s important to beat the
mixture well). The whiteness of the mixture reminds us of purity
and the cleansing of our sins because of Jesus’ death. (Read Isaiah
1:18)
7. Stir in the nuts.
8. Drop the dough by spoonfuls onto a cookie sheet. The mounds
represent the tomb where Jesus was buried. (Read Matthew
27:57-60)
9. After the oven is preheated, put the cookie sheets in the
oven. TURN OFF the oven. Allow your child to place pieces of
tape and “seal” the oven door. Jesus’ tomb was sealed with a
large rock. (Re-read Matthew 27:59)
10. Leave the cookies in the oven overnight. Your child might feel
sad to leave the cookies in the oven overnight (they were
probably expecting to have a yummy treat soon – at least mine
were). Jesus’ followers were very sad when the tomb was sealed.
(Read John 16:20-22)
11. In the morning, open the oven and have some cookies! The
cookies should be hollow inside. Remind your child that the tomb
was empty. Jesus is risen! (Read Matthew 28:1-9)
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Tithes and Offerings may be mailed to the church office
or made online through our website, www.firstpresgfmt.org.

If you are not receiving emails, including the Saturday
morning “Church Update”, please send your current email
address to the office, secretary@firstpresgfmt.org

Your Mission Committee this month paid our pledges to Serious JuJu in Kalispell; Dr. Larry and Inge
Sthreshly, Presbyterian missionaries to the Democratic Republic of the Congo; and Melissa Johnson,
Presbyterian missionary to Zambia. In addition to these pledges, through the Longfellow account we
provided dinners to the teachers at Longfellow during their Parent/Teacher Conferences; purchased baby
wipes for those students needing hygiene care; and purchased several lice kits. We would like to thank the
members of First Presbyterian Church for enabling us to reach out beyond our walls to help spread God’s
love locally and globally.

Bentley, Gene

04/01

Lunnie, Rylee

04/19

Pacini, Bonnie

04/26

Bratcher, Jane

04/06

Hazen, Dan

04/22

Hamilton, Don

04/26

Horton, Tom

04/07

Spencer, Helen

04/22

Holland, C. Jack

04/27

Jacobsen, Cynde

04/10

Grady, Virginia

04/22

Bloemendaal, Gerrit

04/27

Davidson, Nancy

04/12

Ridgeley, Marlys

04/23

Lindstrom, Sharon

04/28

Symes, Robert

04/12

Mansfield, Jean

04/24

Buley, Sara

04/28

Gray, Randy

04/17

Rosenleaf, Hannah

04/24

McFerrin, Marla

04/29

Peterson, Harry

04/17

Schamp, Darrell
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04/25

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thur

Fri

Sat

2
3
1
9am-Peace Place
1pm-Easter
9am-Peace Place
7pm-Good Friday Celebration
630pm-Maundy
Thursday Worship Service

4
10am-Easter
Worship
11am-Fellowship
Time

6

7

8
9
10
9am-Peace Place
9am-Peace Place
930am12pm-Spiritual Life
Presbyterian
Committee
Women

9am-Peace Place
12pm-Souler
Energy

7am-Mens Group
9am-Peace Place
6pm-MidWeek
Ministry

11

12
9am-Peace Place
930am-Sailboat
Church Small
group

13
9am-Peace Place
4pm-Finance Mtg
530pm-Property
Mtg

14
15
16
7am-Mens Group 9am-Peace Place
9am-Peace Place
9am-Peace Place
6pm-MidWeek
Ministry

17

18

19
20
9am-Peace Place
9am-Peace Place
630pm-Session
930am-Sailboat
Mtg
Church Small
group

21
22
23
7am-Mens Group 9am-Peace Place
9am-Peace Place
9am-Peace Place
6pm-MidWeek
Ministry

24

25

26
27
9am-Peace Place
9am-Peace Place
630pm-Deacon
930am-Sailboat
Mtg
Church Small
group

28
29
30
7am-Mens Group 9am-Peace Place
9am-Peace Place
9am-Peace Place
6pm-MidWeek
Ministry

10am-Worship
11am-Fellowship
Time

10am-Worship
11am-Fellowship
Time

10am-Worship
11am-Fellowship
Time
1130am-CYM mtg

5
9am-Peace Place
930am-Sailboat
Church Small
group

For meeting places please
feel free to call the church office!
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OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday
8am-3pm
406.453.1411

1315 Central Avenue
Great Falls, MT 59401
firstpresgfmt.org

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

LIVESTREAM SERVICE 10 A.M. 04.04.2021
If you are comfortable joining us in person, we welcome you! If you would rather join us from the
safety and comfort of your home, we welcome you too! The Session will continue to monitor and
evaluate our response to the COVID-19 pandemic in faithfulness to God and recommendations from
the City-County Health Department. If you will be joining us in person, please note the following
precautions the Session has put in place:
 If you are not feeling well, please stay home and join us online (either on YouTube or Zoom).
 Masks are required while in the building.
 Gloves, masks, and hand sanitizer are readily available.
 Please honor social distancing, including where you sit.
 Prolonged socializing in the building is discouraged.
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