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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP
Holy Spirit, guide our listening and response to the Word of God today, as you did with
Philip and the Ethiopian so long ago. (Acts 8:26-40)
Welcome to worship on this beautiful spring day that the Lord has made! “Let us rejoice
today and be glad.” (Psalm 118:24, NIV) With voices full of excitement, attitudes full of
enthusiasm, and spirits full of joy let us actively give our worship to God.
Last week, how well did you live God’s message from Amos 8:1-12? As you waited for
the Day of the Lord’s return, were you searching aimlessly for the word of God as you
feasted on fresh, ripe fruit (just beyond its ripeness)? Or did you feast on the Word of God,
as you searched for ways to live God’s justice?
Be sure to check-in through Social Media or text message to let your family members,
friends and followers know you are here to praise God. And like us on Facebook.
Please use the time before worship begins to prepare yourself for your offering of worship
to God. Feel free to listen to music; read and meditate on the Scripture reading for today;
or silently meditate on God’s grace, emptying your mind of all distractions.
May you be renewed and strengthened this morning through our celebration of
Communion. The Presbyterian Church (USA) has an open communion table. We welcome
all who are Baptized “in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit” by any
Christian denomination to join us in communing with our Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus. If
you are joining us at home, be sure to have something ready for the bread and juice at the
appropriate time. You will be instructed when to eat and drink.
All music copied, projected, and live streamed with permission, CCLI #2716126,
OneLicense A-722348.
* Please stand as able
We are the Body of Christ
Joyfully Worshiping God
Compassionately Caring for One Another
Humbly Serving God
Continually Growing Together in God’s Word
And Actively Sharing the Good News of Christ
May our worship be pleasing to God!

Prelude

GATHERING BEFORE GOD
When Thou Art Near, J.S. Bach

Time of Silence
Welcome
*Call to Worship (Leader People)
In the wilderness,
water brings life.
We come to praise the God who seeks us out,
takes us to the water.
In the Word of God,
the good news gives light.
We come to thank the Lord who seeks us out,
fills us with understanding.
In the bread and the cup,
the body of our Savior nourishes everyone.
We come to worship you, O God,
who gives us yourself.
Here is the water of life,
the word that feeds,
the food of eternity.
Welcome as we give praise to the vine that gives all goodness.
*Song of Praise #352
*Call to Confession (Leader People)
The day of the LORD is near!
O God of our salvation,
help us,
deliver us,
forgive our sins,
for the glory of your name!

My Lord! What a Morning

*Prayer of Confession (Unison)
Merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and one another.
We desire earthly kingdoms
and dismiss your heavenly realm.
Our pride deceives us into believing we are not broken, nor stained, by sin.
We seek to provide for ourselves,
ignoring the needs of our brothers and sisters.
We boast of our accomplishments,
forgetting our skills and talents come from you.
We stand aside and watch,
as injustice oppresses our neighbors.
We rejoice at the failure,
of those who think, believe, and act differently than we do.
Forgive us,
God of grace.
Help us to see the shame that covers us
when we take the bread of life you offer,
and keep it for ourselves…
(Silent Personal Prayers for Forgiveness)
*Assurance of Forgiveness (Leader People)
The day of the LORD is near!
The God of our salvation,
has helped us,
delivered us,
forgiven our sins,
for the glory of God’s name!
We are those who have been saved
and taken to the presence of God!
The kingdom in which we live,
is the Lord’s!
*Praising God for God’s Forgiveness
Message in Music
Prayer for Illumination

My Chains Are Gone (Refrain)

HEARING THE GOOD NEWS
Be Not Afraid, Dufford/Arr. Schrader

Scripture & Message
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RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS
*Affirmation of Faith (Unison)
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*Song of Response #756

O God of Every Nation

Giving of God’s Tithe and Our Offerings
Offertory
Hornpipe (from Water Music), G.F. Handel
Prayer of Dedication (Leader People)
Through our offerings, O God,
give your loving Spirit to a world in need of comfort.
Make our many gifts one offering for the world;
in the name of Jesus
and the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Holy Communion
Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer
Malotte
Breaking of the Bread and Pouring of the Cup
Communion of God’s People #508
Come to the Table
Prayer after Communion (Unison)
Gracious God,
we are grateful for this family meal
you have prepared for us.
We have gathered around your table;
open us to receiving the gift of your love
in the food we have shared.
Let it nourish us when we feel depleted,
sustain us when times are difficult,
comfort us when we are sorrowful,
and enhance our joy when our cups overflow.
Let this meal we have shared
enable us to nurture others with the gift of the Bread of Life.
For this meal we have shared, O God,
may our thanks become our actions
Amen.
Prayers of the People

*Sending Song

SENDING FOR SERVICE

Go Now In Peace

*Charge (Leader People)
We are the Body of Christ;
Joyfully worshiping God,
compassionately caring for one another,
humbly serving others,
continually growing together in God’s Word,
and actively sharing the Good News of Christ.
*Blessing
*Song of Response #549

May the Love of the Lord

*Postlude

Fanfare, Henry Purcell
May our service be pleasing to God!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Through our experience with the book “Sailboat Church” we learned that prayer is crucial
to being open to the power of the Holy Spirit as we follow Jesus’ call to be his body in the
world. Through our experience with the book “Listen: Praying in a Noisy World” we
learned there are many prayer patterns that can enhance our prayer life as we communicate
with God. In response to the influence these two books are having on our congregation,
Living the Practice of Prayer, is one way to enhance your personal prayer life while
making the act of prayer a critical part of our life as a congregation. Join us Tuesdays at
5:30 p.m. for an hour of focused and guided prayer as we listen for God’s voice and discern
God’s will for our lives and for our congregation. We’ll gather in the Library and on Zoom.
Our times of worship are live-streamed on our YouTube channel; search for “First
Presbyterian Church Great Falls MT” on the YouTube website. Recordings of previous
live-streams will remain on our YouTube channel. Links to upcoming live-streams can be
found on our website and in the weekly Saturday morning email.
Upper Room, Bulletins, Sermon Manuscripts If you would like any of these mailed to
you on a weekly basis please let the office know.
Souler Energy, our weekly Sunday Worship broadcast, can be viewed every Sunday at
9:30 a.m. on KFBB TV Channel 5 (cable channel 9).
All church meetings, classes, and events (including worship) held at the church are hybrid
events, which means you can attend in person, or online through either YouTube or Zoom.
If you are comfortable joining us in person, we welcome you! If you would rather join us
from the safety and comfort of your home, we welcome you, too! The session will continue
to monitor and evaluate our response to the COVID-19 pandemic in faithfulness to God
and recommendations from the City-County Health Department. If you will be joining us
in person, please note the following precautions the session has put in place:
 If you are not feeling well, please stay home and join us online (either on YouTube
or Zoom).
 Masks are required while in the building.
 Gloves, masks, and hand sanitizer are readily available.
 Please honor social distancing, including where you sit.
 Prolonged socializing in the building is discouraged.
Tithes and Offerings may be mailed to the church office or made online through our
website, www.firstpresgfmt.org.

Faith Formation & Spiritual Growth Events
Breaking Free by Beth Moore, Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m., through June 15. This
women’s Bible study draws parallels between the captive Israelites of the Old
Testament and New Testament believers in Jesus as the Promised Messiah. Using
the Book of Isaiah, we’ll look through the lives of the kings who ruled during the
prophet’s ministry. These kings exemplify many of the obstacles to freedom with
which we must deal. Using Scripture to help identify spiritual strongholds in our
lives, no matter how big or small, we’ll see that anything that hinders us from the
benefits of knowing God is bondage.
Life in the Minor Key Thursdays 10:00 a.m. (hybrid) and 6:30 p.m. (Zoom only),
and Sundays 8:15 a.m. (hybrid), from through July 4. This study, in parallel with
Sunday worship themes, will look at the 12 books of the Bible known as “the minor
prophets”. Often these books are left out of the worship lectionary rotation because
of the harsh nature of the words and ideas they contain. As Israel is being devastated
by war and is in the grip of idolatry, God sends these prophets to plead with Israel
so they will denounce evil and turn back toward God. Amid the sorrow we find
God’s great grace: an unconditional love for God’s people and a desire to save them
from their own wickedness and the wickedness of the world around them. Through
the entire Old Testament, we see the world’s need for a Savior. The books of the
minor prophets represent the pinnacle of that need. Alongside (and inseparable
from) some of God’s harshest judgments are God’s greatest promises of mercy.
During the pandemic, some folks turned to cooking. Perhaps they were bored, or finally
had enough time to tackle that complex recipe their mother made for special occasions, or
to try out five-alarm chili or five-layer chocolate cake. That led Presbyterian Women to
decide it’s time for a new church cookbook. Between now and July 16, the women ask
that you share some of your favorite recipes. Whether it’s 100-year-old directions for filled
cookies or newly updated Pandemic Popovers, recipes of all sorts are welcome. Submit as
many as you like. There is no guarantee all will be selected, but feel free to include all you
like. If the recipe has a history, or a story about why you chose it, include that, too. Paper
forms for submitting recipes are available in the church office and may be returned to the
church office. It is also possible to submit recipes online at morriscookbooks.com. Click
on typensave, then on login (upper right corner).
User name or group login: PresbWoman1PC
Password: butter487
To type in the recipe, click on submit, edit (lower left corner), then on the next page, choose
what action you want to take. That’s it! The cookbooks will be ready to give as holiday
gifts to friends and family. If you have questions, contact Marla Wilckens.

Prayer Partners Prayer requests may be made by calling Jane Snowberger (761-0518) or
Marla Wilckens (452-0226).
If you are not receiving emails, including the Saturday morning “Church Update”, please
send your current email address to the office, secretary@firstpresgfmt.org.
Family Promise of Great Falls is seeking to hire an experienced Case Manager. Family
Promise is a nonprofit agency in which staff and volunteers are dedicated to providing
support and resources to children and their families facing homelessness. The goal of the
position is to manage day to day operation of day center, intake screening, comprehensive
case management, social service navigation and referrals, assessments, housing assistance,
group work, program development, and program implementation. Questions about the
position can be either emailed to Cari Yturri, Executive Director at
cariy@familypromisegf.org or call at 406-564-5267.
COMING WORSHIP THEMES
Next Sunday, May 9, 2021
May 23, 2021
th
6 Sunday of Easter
Pentecost
Jonah 3:1-5, 10-4:1
A Thousand Tongues to Sing: A Service of
Life in the Minor Key: Jonah
Songs from the Global Church
May 16, 2021
7th Sunday of Easter
Micah 6:1-8
Life in the Minor Key: Micah

May 30, 2021
Trinity Sunday
Nahum 1-3
Life in the Minor Key: Nahum

MAY GOD BLESS THIS WEEK
Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom)
Today, Sunday, May 2
8:15 a.m. Life in the Minor Key: Obadiah
10:00 a.m. Worship
11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time (Zoom only)
11:30 a.m. Session Meeting
Monday, May 3
9:30 a.m. Sailboat Church Crew 2
6:30 p.m.
Breaking Free Bible Study
Tuesday, May 4
2:00 p.m. Breaking Free Bible Study
5:30 p.m.
Living the Practice of Prayer
Wednesday, May 5
7:00 a.m. Men’s Group (Mayor’s Prayer
Breakfast)
6:00 p.m.
Mid-week Ministry
Thursday, May 6
10:00 a.m. Life in the Minor Key: Jonah
5:30 p.m.
Worship Committee
6:30 p.m. Life in the Minor Key: Jonah (Zoom
only)
Saturday, May 7
9:30 a.m. PW
Next Sunday, May 9
8:15 a.m. Life in the Minor Key: Jonah
10:00 a.m. Worship
11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time (Zoom only)
UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER
Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom)
Tuesday, May 11 ................................................................... Finance Committee, 4:00 p.m.
Property Committee, 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 13 ..................................................... Spiritual Life Committee, 12:00 noon
Monday, May 17 ....................................................... Souler Energy Committee, 10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, May 18 ........................................................................ Session Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, May 25 ..................................................................... Board of Deacons, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, June 1 ........................................................ Souler Energy Committee, 12:00 noon
Thursday, June 3 .................................................................. Worship Committee, 5:00 p.m.

The Officers and Staff of First Presbyterian Church welcome you
to this time of worship and invite you to join us in ministry!
Head of the Church
Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior

Ginger Blevins
Alissa Brown
Mary Fagenstrom
Bruce Buer (Mod.)
Kitty Cornwell
Shirley Davis

Session
John Ritchie (Moderator)
Randy Houtz (Clerk)
Sharon Lindstrom
Gary McFerrin
Barb Flaherty
Tom Hazen

Deacons

Dave Herman
Chris Pfost

Scott Royce
Jane Snowberger
Jennie Yates
Deb Skinner
Marla Wilckens

Staff
Rev. John E Ritchie, Pastor (906-322-9490)
Liza Nosich, Accounts Payable/Payroll
Alissa Brown, CE Director
Financial Secretary
Joan Schmidt, Ministry of Music
Butch Steele, Worship Video Coordinator
Craig Anton, Facilities Manager
Alex Rosenleaf, Choir Director
Keyna Myers, Office Manager
Kari Rosenleaf, Bell Choir Director
Faith Janes, Publications Secretary
Johnny Ritchie, Music Assistant & Praise
Band Director

Look Ahead “The spirit of complaint is born out of an unwillingness to trust God with
today,” says Priscilla Shirer. “Like the Israelites, it means you are spending your time
looking back toward Egypt or wishing for the future, all the while missing what God is
doing right now.”

