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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
God, thank you for being right nearby whenever we call on you. (Psalm 145:18) 

We place our trust in you. 

Welcome! This morning may Jesus “dwell in your hearts through faith,” and may you 
“grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Jesus”. (Ephesians 3:17-18, 
NIV) With voices full of excitement, attitudes full of enthusiasm, and spirits full of joy 
let us actively give our worship to God. 

Be sure to check-in through Social Media or text message to let your family members, 
friends and followers know you are here to praise God. And like us on Facebook. 

Please use the time before worship begins to prepare yourself for your offering of worship 
to God. Feel free to listen to music; read and meditate on the Scripture reading for today; 
or silently meditate on God’s grace, emptying your mind of all distractions. 

Today we welcome Beth McCaw, Presbytery Leader of the Presbytery of Glacier, who is 
preaching while John is on study leave. 

All music copied, projected, and live streamed with permission, CCLI #2716126, 
OneLicense A-722348, CSPL 104723. 

If you are comfortable standing, please do so when you see an asterisk “*”. There are 
hearing enhancement devices and large print bulletins available from the ushers. Please 
join us after the service for fellowship downstairs in the Social Hall. 

We are the Body of Christ 
Joyfully Worshiping God 

Compassionately Caring for One Another 
Humbly Serving God 

Continually Growing Together in God’s Word 
And Actively Sharing the Good News of Christ 

May our worship be pleasing to God! 

GATHERING BEFORE GOD 
  Prelude Herr Jesu Christ, dich zu uns wend (Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now) J.S. Bach 

  Time of Silence 

  Welcome 



*Call to Worship (Leader People) 
Come, you who hunger for food. 
We come to worship the Lord, who turns wants into plenty. 
Come, let us give thanks! 
We come with our abundance, 

giving thanks to God, ready to share what we have. 
Come, you who hunger for justice. 
We come to worship the Lord, who turns weeping into laughter. 
Come, let us share who we are! 
We come with the stories of our lives, 
the stories of our faith, 
the stories of how God has worked in our lives. 
Come, you who hunger for life. 
We come to worship the Lord,  

who is our hope and our strength. 
Come, let us worship! 
We come from our ordinary lives 

into this community of faith 
to worship God. 

Come, let us praise God! 
We come with open hearts and open minds, 

prepared to meet God as we worship. 

*Song of Praise #353 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 

*Our Confession and God’s Forgiveness (Leader People) 
Let us confess to our God, 

for in all ways, the Lord is just 
and in all doings, the Lord is kind. 

The Lord is near to all who call on God, 
to all who call on God in truth. 

Let us confession our sins before God and one another… 
O Jesus, 
when the crowds surrounded you, 

hungry for bread and for your word,  
you took an offering – five loaves, two fish –  and made for them a feast. 
Still, O Lord, 

we doubt the abundance of your grace. 



Still, O Lord, 
we are hesitant to share the gifts we have. 

Still, O Lord, 
we wonder whether there is enough for all. 

Forgive us, O God! 
Make of us a more generous people. 
Empower us to share the gift of our lives. 
Enlighten us to see the miracles around us. 

For you are the giver of grace upon grace… 
(Silent Personal Prayers of Confession) 
Beloved of God, 

through the power of the Spirit that is at work within us 
God forgives our sins 
and strengthens our inner beings. 

We now live knowing the love of Jesus, 
which surpasses all knowledge 
and fills us with the fullness of God. 

God has removed our sins, 
as far as the heavens are above the earth. 

In the name of Jesus, 
we are forgiven. 

Amen. 

HEARING THE GOOD NEWS 
  Message in Music Be Not Afraid, Bob Dufford/Arr. Jack Schrader 

  Prayer for Illumination 

  Scripture & Message John 6:1-21 
Ephesians 3:14-21 

THE Prophet 

RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS 
*Affirmation of Faith (Leader People) The Larger Catechism, 7.153, adapted 

How does Jesus execute the office of a prophet? 
Jesus executes the office of a prophet, in his revealing to the Church in all ages, by 
his Spirit and Word, in diverse ways of administration, the whole will of God, in 
all things concerning their teaching and salvation. 



*Song of Response #832 Here on Jesus Christ I Will Stand 

  Giving of God’s Tithe and Our Offerings 
  Offertory Jesus Fed 5000, Kathy Ehlen 
  Prayer of Dedication (Leader People) 

We rejoice with thanksgiving for all we have received. 
Multiply these gifts that we give 

so that the world may more deeply know the fullness of life in you. 
Amen. 

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13, KJV, Traditional) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, 
and the glory, 

forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING FOR SERVICE 
*Sending Song #8 Eternal Father, Strong to Save 

*Charge (Leader People) 
We are the Body of Christ; 
Joyfully worshiping God, 
compassionately caring for one another, 
humbly serving others, 
continually growing together in God’s Word, 
and actively sharing the Good News of Christ. 

*Blessing 

*Postlude Fugue in C Major, Dietrich Buxtehude 



May our service be pleasing to God! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Our times of worship are live-streamed on our YouTube channel; search for “First 
Presbyterian Church Great Falls MT” on the YouTube website. Recordings of previous 
live-streams will remain on our YouTube channel. Links to upcoming live-streams can be 
found on our website and in the weekly Saturday morning email. 

Upper Room, Bulletins, Sermon Manuscripts If you would like any of these mailed to 
you on a weekly basis please let the office know. 

Souler Energy, our weekly Sunday Worship broadcast, can be viewed every Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. on KFBB TV Channel 5 (cable channel 9). 

Financial Update: June July to Date Year to Date 
Income $14,679.58 $5,673.05 $215,084.40 
Expenses $37,101.96 $26,515.70 $275,471.00 
Difference ($22,422.38) ($20,842.65) ($60,386.60) 

Tithes and Offerings may be mailed to the church office or made online through our 
website, www.firstpresgfmt.org. 

All church meetings, classes, and events (including worship) held at the church are hybrid 
events, which means you can attend in person, or online through either YouTube or Zoom, 
depending on the event. Please respect the comfort and safety level of others, including 
honoring social distancing and potentially wearing a mask. Also, if you are not feeling 
well, please stay home and join us online (either on YouTube or Zoom). 

Prayer Partners Prayer requests may be made by calling Jane Snowberger (761-0518) or 
Marla Wilckens (452-0226). 

If you are not receiving emails, including the Saturday morning “Church Update”, please 
send your current email address to the office, secretary@firstpresgfmt.org. 
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COMING WORSHIP THEMES 
Next Sunday, August 1, 2021 
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Psalm 51 
Prayer for Cleansing and Pardon 

Communion 

August 8, 2021 
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Psalm 130 
Waiting for Divine Redemption 

August 15, 2021 
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Psalm 111 
Praise for God’s Wonderful Works 

August 22, 2021 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Psalm 84 
The Lovely Dwelling Place 

 

MAY GOD BLESS THIS WEEK 
Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom) 

Today, Sunday, July 25  John is on vacation through July 31 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship 
Monday, July 26 9:30 a.m. Sailboat Church Crew 2 
 1:30 p.m. Prayer Partners 
Next Sunday, August 1 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom) 

Tuesday, August 3 ................................................... Souler Energy Committee, 12:00 noon 
Thursday, August 5 .............................................................. Worship Committee, 5:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 10 .............................................................. Finance Committee, 4:00 p.m. 

Property Committee, 5:30 p.m. 
Friday, August 13 – Sunday, August 15 .......................... Presbytery of Glacier PW Retreat 
Sunday, August 15 ............................ Children & Youth Ministries Committee, 11:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 17 ................................................................... Session Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 24 .................................................. Board of Deacons Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, August 26 ................................................. Spiritual Life Committee, 12:00 noon 
  



 
The Officers and Staff of First Presbyterian Church welcome you 

to this time of worship and invite you to join us in ministry! 
Head of the Church 

Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior 
Session 

John Ritchie (Moderator) 
Ginger Blevins 
Alissa Brown 

Mary Fagenstrom 

Randy Houtz (Clerk) 
Sharon Lindstrom 

Gary McFerrin 

Scott Royce 
Jane Snowberger 

Jennie Yates 
Deacons 

Bruce Buer (Mod.) 
Kitty Cornwell 
Shirley Davis 

Barb Flaherty 
Tom Hazen 

Dave Herman 
Chris Pfost 

Deb Skinner 
Marla Wilckens 

Staff 
Rev. John E Ritchie, Pastor (906-322-9490) 

Alissa Brown, CE Director 
Joan Schmidt, Ministry of Music 
Craig Anton, Facilities Manager 
Keyna Myers, Office Manager 

Faith Janes, Publications Secretary 

Liza Nosich, Accounts Payable/Payroll 
Financial Secretary 

Butch Steele, Worship Video Coordinator 
Alex Rosenleaf, Choir Director 

Kari Rosenleaf, Bell Choir Director 
Johnny Ritchie, Music Assistant & Praise Band 

Director

The Flavor of the Gospel “You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has 
lost its flavor?” (Matthew 5:13, NLT). These words from Jesus might seem strange to us – 
can salt lose its flavor? But in New Testament times, most of the salt used as seasoning, 
preservative, medicinal aid and more came from the Dead Sea, where impurities often 
compromised its usefulness, especially its flavor. Jesus urges his disciples – including us – 
to not let the flavor of the gospel be suppressed in our lives. What might do this? Teachings 
that treat patriotism, prosperity or any other value as equal to Jesus; the tendency to elevate 
one nation, church denomination, theological understanding or religious tradition above all 
others; such intense focus on the laws of ancient Israel that we neglect the superseding 
grace of God. But neither should we force the gospel on people, like overpowering their 
food by dumping in too much salt at once. As followers of Jesus, we’re the salt of the earth. 
Let us use his good news to gently season others’ lives with service and love. 
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