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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
Through worship and fellowship, Lord God, equip each of us for the work of ministry, 

and build us up as the body of Christ. Amen. 

Welcome to worship as we gather to praise the God of all creation, our Savior Christ Jesus, 
and the Holy Spirit who guides us in love. With voices full of excitement, attitudes full of 
enthusiasm, and spirits full of joy let us actively give our worship to God. 

Be sure to check-in through Social Media or text message to let your family members, 
friends and followers know you are here to praise God. And like us on Facebook. 

Please use the time before worship begins to prepare yourself for your offering of worship 
to God. Feel free to listen to music; read and meditate on the Scripture reading for today; 
or silently meditate on God’s grace, emptying your mind of all distractions. 

May you be renewed and strengthened this morning through our celebration of 
Communion. The Presbyterian Church (USA) has an open communion table. We welcome 
all who are Baptized “in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit” by any 
Christian denomination to join us in communing with our Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus. If 
you are joining us at home, be sure to have something ready for the bread and juice at the 
appropriate time. You will be instructed when to eat and drink. 

All music copied, projected, and live streamed with permission, CCLI #2716126, 
OneLicense A-722348, CSPL 104723. 

If you are comfortable standing, please do so when you see an asterisk “*”. There are 
hearing enhancement devices and large print bulletins available from the ushers. Please 
join us after the service for fellowship downstairs in the Social Hall. 

We are the Body of Christ 
Joyfully Worshiping God 

Compassionately Caring for One Another 
Humbly Serving God 

Continually Growing Together in God’s Word 
And Actively Sharing the Good News of Christ 

May our worship be pleasing to God! 

  



PRAYER FOR CLEANSING AND PARDON—PSALM 51 
  Prelude Love Divine, All Loves Excelling, Healey Willan 

  Time of Silence 

  Welcome 

*Song of Praise #366 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

  Pleading for Mercy—Psalm 51:1-2 
  Songs of Mercy #575 Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us 

  Confessing Sin—Psalm 51:3-5 
*Call to Confession 

God has given us a sign 
showing that love is stronger than death. 

The sign of the cross 
points to our exodus from bondage to sin. 

Let us repent, 
seek God’s forgiveness, 

and enter into new life in Jesus… 
*Prayer of Confession 

O God of forgiveness, 
we pray for new life as we confess our old ways. 

Hope is proclaimed and promised, 
yet we seek guarantees. 

Jesus calls us to a life of obedience, 
but we set conditions and doubt our abilities. 

We applaud the commitment of others, 
while treasuring our individual personal safety and comfort. 

We often seem to be more concerned with the appearance of how we 
might look doing certain things for you, 

rather than doing these things because we know they are the right 
things to do. 

Forgive our reluctance to walk in newness of life 
and our refusal to share this new life with others. 

Help us to change, 
renewing us to embrace and live your better way… 

(Silent Personal Prayers of Confession) 
*Song Change My Heart, O God 



  Requesting Forgiveness and Renewal—Psalm 51:6-12 
  Message in Music People Need the Lord, Arr. Lloyd Larson 
  Prayers of the People 

  Committing To Give and Express Thanksgiving—Psalm 51:13-17 
*Assurance of God’s Forgiveness and Charge to Live a Forgiven Lifestyle 
 (Leader, People) Psalm 51 (Adapted into the past tense from The Message) 

REFRAIN 
Generous in love—God, has given grace! Huge in mercy—God has wiped out our 
bad records. 
Our guilt has been scrubbed away, in God’s laundry our sins have been 
soaked out. 
We knew how bad we’d been; our sins were staring us down. 
REFRAIN 
God was the One we violated, and God saw it all, the full extent of our evil. 
God had all the facts; whatever God decided about us would have been fair. 
We were out of step with God for a long time, in the wrong since before we were 
born. 
What God was after is truth from the inside out. God entered us; conceived 
new, true lives. 
REFRAIN 
God soaked us in the laundry and we came out clean, God scrubbed us and we 
now have a snow-white life. 
God tuned us in to foot-tapping songs, setting these once-broken bones to 
dancing. 
Now God doesn’t look too close for blemishes, God has given us a clean bill of 
health. 
God, made a fresh start in us, shaped a Genesis week from the chaos of our 
lives. 
God didn’t throw us out with the trash, or failed to breathe holiness in us. 
God brought us back from gray exile, putting a fresh wind in our sails! 

  



God gave us a job teaching rebels the Lord’s ways so the lost can find their way 
home. 
God, our salvation God, commuted our death sentence, and we’ll sing 
anthems to God’s life-giving ways. 
Unbutton our lips, dear God; We’ll let loose with your praise. 

 
CCLI #1190267 

REFRAIN 2 
Going through the motions doesn’t please God, a flawless performance is nothing 
to our Lord. 
We learned God-worship when our pride was shattered. 
Heart-shattered lives ready for love don’t for a moment escape God’s notice. 
REFRAIN 2 
Make Zion the place you delight in, repair Jerusalem’s broken-down walls. 
Then God will get real worship from us, acts of worship small and large, 
Including everything we can heave onto God’s altar! 
REFRAIN 2 

  



  Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings 
  Offertory O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go, E.R. Larson 
  Prayer of Dedication 

O Trinity, 
your love creates us, 
your passion saves us from sin, 
your power transfigures us into glory for you. 

Thank you 
for giving us a place in your good creation, 
for giving us the bread of heaven 

to free us from slavery to sin and death 
and for filling us with the holy light of the gospel 

for the building up of Christ’s body in love. 
We present offerings and our lives to praise you 

and to help in the service of the church. 
Accept them as outward signs of our joyful discipleship 

in the name of Jesus the Lord, 
Amen. 

  Holy Communion 
  Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
  Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer Malotte 
  Breaking of the Bread and Pouring of the Cup 
  Communion of God’s People #525 Let Us Break Bread Together 
  Prayer after Communion (Unison) 

Loving God, 
you have given us a share in the one bread 
and the one cup 

and made us one with Jesus. 
Help us to bring your salvation and joy to all the world. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

  



*Closing Hymn Psalm 51:1-17 (Tune: HAMBURG, When I Survey the Wondrous Cross) 
Be merciful to me, O God, According to your steadfast love; 

According to your mercy great Wipe my transgressions all away. 
Wash me completely of my sin; Cleanse me of my iniquity. 

For I know my transgressions, and I'm always conscious of my sins. 
Against you only have I sinned, And done what you consider wrong. 
So you are right in judging me, And blameless in condemning me. 

I've been a sinner since my birth, Yes, since the day I was conceived. 
You want sincerity and truth, So teach me wisdom in my heart. 

Purge me with hyssop, make me clean; Wash me, make me more pure than snow. 
With joy and gladness fill my heart, Let all the bones you broke rejoice. 

Don't look upon all of my sins But wipe out all the wrong I've done. 
Create in me a clean heart, God, A new, right spirit give to me. 

From before you don't banish me; Take not your spirit out of me. 
Restore to me salvation's joy; Give me the will to obey you. 

Then sinners I will teach your ways, And they will be returned to you. 
Save me, O God, from deadly guilt, And your salvation I will sing. 

Lord, help me to open my lips, And I will praise you with my mouth. 
You don't delight in sacrifice, Burnt offerings do not please you. 

O God, the sacrifice you want Is the gift of a broken will. 
A broken and a contrite heart, O Lord, you never will despise. 

Stanzas 1-7 reprinted by permission of the publisher from Sing the Psalms! by Dale A. Schoening. Copyright 1988 Dale A. 
Schoening. Alt. 2000, 2006 Dale A. Schoening. 

Stanzas 8-10 reprinted by permission of the publisher from Supplementary Volume to Sing the Psalms by Dale A. Schoening. 
Copyright 1992 Dale A. Schoening. 

*Charge (Leader People) 
We are the Body of Christ; 
Joyfully worshiping God, 
compassionately caring for one another, 
humbly serving others, 
continually growing together in God’s Word, 
and actively sharing the Good News of Christ. 

*Blessing 

*Postlude Finale (from Concerto No. 5), G.F. Handel 



May our service be pleasing to God! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Living the Practice of Prayer, is one way to enhance your personal prayer life while 
making the act of prayer a critical part of our life as a congregation. Join us Tuesdays at 
5:30 p.m. for an hour of focused and guided prayer as we listen for God’s voice and discern 
God’s will for our lives and for our congregation. We’ll gather in the Library and on Zoom. 

Our times of worship are live-streamed on our YouTube channel; search for “First 
Presbyterian Church Great Falls MT” on the YouTube website. Recordings of previous 
live-streams will remain on our YouTube channel. Links to upcoming live-streams can be 
found on our website and in the weekly Saturday morning email. 

Upper Room, Bulletins, Sermon Manuscripts If you would like any of these mailed to 
you on a weekly basis please let the office know. 

Souler Energy, our weekly Sunday Worship broadcast, can be viewed every Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. on KFBB TV Channel 5 (cable channel 9). 

Financial Update: June July to Date Year to Date 
Income $14,679.58 $13,650.07 $223,061.42 
Expenses $37,101.96 $39,452.33 $288,407.63 
Difference ($22,422.38) ($25,802.26) ($65,346.21) 

Tithes and Offerings may be mailed to the church office or made online through our 
website, www.firstpresgfmt.org. 

All church meetings, classes, and events (including worship) held at the church are hybrid 
events, which means you can attend in person, or online through either YouTube or Zoom, 
depending on the event. Please respect the comfort and safety level of others, including 
honoring social distancing and potentially wearing a mask. Also, if you are not feeling 
well, please stay home and join us online (either on YouTube or Zoom). 

Prayer Partners Prayer requests may be made by calling Jane Snowberger (761-0518) or 
Marla Wilckens (452-0226). 

If you are not receiving emails, including the Saturday morning “Church Update”, please 
send your current email address to the office, secretary@firstpresgfmt.org. 

http://www.firstpresgfmt.org/
mailto:secretary@firstpresgfmt.org


COMING WORSHIP THEMES 
Next Sunday, August 8, 2021 
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Psalm 130 
Waiting for Divine Redemption 

August 15, 2021 
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Psalm 111 
Praise for God’s Wonderful Works 

August 22, 2021 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Psalm 84 
The Lovely Dwelling Place 

August 29, 2021 
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Psalm 15 
Abiding in God’s Sanctuary 

 

MAY GOD BLESS THIS WEEK 
Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom) 

Today, Sunday, August 1 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship 
Monday, August 2 9:30 a.m. Sailboat Church Crew 2 
Tuesday, August 3 12:00 noon Souler Energy Committee 
 5:30 p.m. Living the Practice of Prayer 
Thursday, August 5 5:00 p.m. Worship Committee 
Next Sunday, August 8 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom) 

Tuesday, August 10 .............................................................. Finance Committee, 4:00 p.m. 
Property Committee, 5:30 p.m. 

Friday, August 13 – Sunday, August 15 .......................... Presbytery of Glacier PW Retreat 
Sunday, August 15 ............................ Children & Youth Ministries Committee, 11:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 17 ................................................................... Session Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 24 .................................................. Board of Deacons Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, August 26 ................................................. Spiritual Life Committee, 12:00 noon 
Saturday, August 28 ............................................................. End of Summer Party @ KOA 
Wednesday, September 1 ................................................................ Men’s Group, 7:00 a.m. 
Thursday, September 2 ........................................................ Worship Committee, 5:00 p.m. 
  



  



 
The Officers and Staff of First Presbyterian Church welcome you 

to this time of worship and invite you to join us in ministry! 
Head of the Church 

Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior 
Session 

John Ritchie (Moderator) 
Ginger Blevins 
Alissa Brown 

Mary Fagenstrom 

Randy Houtz (Clerk) 
Sharon Lindstrom 

Gary McFerrin 

Scott Royce 
Jane Snowberger 

Jennie Yates 
Deacons 

Bruce Buer (Mod.) 
Kitty Cornwell 
Shirley Davis 

Barb Flaherty 
Tom Hazen 

Dave Herman 
Chris Pfost 

Deb Skinner 
Marla Wilckens 

Staff 
Rev. John E Ritchie, Pastor (906-322-9490) 

Alissa Brown, CE Director 
Joan Schmidt, Ministry of Music 
Craig Anton, Facilities Manager 
Keyna Myers, Office Manager 

Faith Janes, Publications Secretary 

Liza Nosich, Accounts Payable/Payroll 
Financial Secretary 

Butch Steele, Worship Video Coordinator 
Alex Rosenleaf, Choir Director 

Kari Rosenleaf, Bell Choir Director 
Johnny Ritchie, Music Assistant & Praise Band 

Director

The Power of Listening “The most basic and powerful way to connect to another person 
is to listen,” says Dr. Rachel Naomi Remen, author and integrative medicine professor. 
“Perhaps the most important thing we ever give each other is our attention.” Twice in Mark 
4, while teaching, Jesus urges, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen.” (verses 9 & 23, NRSV) 
One way we show what Jesus means to us is by truly listening to his word – not just hearing 
sounds but being attentive and intentional. Likewise, one way we love and serve others is 
by respectfully listening to them: not assuming we know what they feel or mean or will 
say; not planning what to say even as they’re still speaking, but listening deeply to learn 
about them and their experience. We often think living our faith calls for great 
accomplishments or worldwide reach. But Remen says, “A loving silence often 
has…power to heal and to connect.” Don’t underestimate something as basic and doable 
as listening as a way to practice Christlike love. 
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