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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
When we are troubled, we rest in the words of Holy Scripture: 

“Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. … God will come and save us.” (Isaiah 35:4) 

Welcome to worship this Labor Day weekend! The Lord gives a wide array of talents and 
knowledge to us all so we may serve one another through both paid and unpaid work. 
Thanks be to God! With voices full of excitement, attitudes full of enthusiasm, and spirits 
full of joy let us actively give our worship to God. 

Last week, how well did you live God’s message from Psalm 15? How did your life 
throughout the week, mirror you worship from Sunday morning? When did how you 
worship influence how you lived? 

Be sure to check-in through Social Media or text message to let your family members, 
friends and followers know you are here to praise God. And like us on Facebook. 

Please use the time before worship begins to prepare yourself for your offering of worship 
to God. Feel free to listen to music; read and meditate on the Scripture reading for today; 
or silently meditate on God’s grace, emptying your mind of all distractions. 

May you be renewed and strengthened this morning through our celebration of 
Communion. The Presbyterian Church (USA) has an open communion table. We welcome 
all who are Baptized “in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit” by any 
Christian denomination to join us in communing with our Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus. If 
you are joining us at home, be sure to have something ready for the bread and juice at the 
appropriate time. You will be instructed when to eat and drink. 

All music copied, projected, and live streamed with permission, CCLI #2716126, 
OneLicense A-722348, CSPL 104723. 

All scripture passages quoted or refereed to are from the New Revised Standard Version 
(NRSV), unless noted. 

If you are comfortable standing, please do so when you see an asterisk “*”. There are 
hearing enhancement devices and large print bulletins available from the ushers. Please 
join us after worship for fellowship downstairs in the Social Hall. 

We are the Body of Christ 
Joyfully Worshiping God 

Compassionately Caring for One Another 
Humbly Serving God 

Continually Growing Together in God’s Word 
And Actively Sharing the Good News of Christ 



May our worship be pleasing to God! 

GATHERING BEFORE GOD 
  Prelude Beautiful Savior, F. Melius Christiansen 

  Time of Silence 

  Welcome 

*Call to Worship (Leader People) 
Come and see, 

Jesus, 
the Messiah, 

our Lord. 
Jesus is the servant of God, 

a light to all the nations. 
Come and see, 

Jesus, 
the Christ, 

our Savoir. 
Jesus is the Lamb of God, 

who takes away the sin of the world. 

Look! 
The Lamb of God, 

is here! 
We have come to see! 
Look! 
God’s Chosen One, 

who calls us each by name, 
is here! 

We have come to follow! 
Praise the Lord! 

*Song of Praise #157 I Danced in the Morning 
  



*Our Confession and God’s Forgiveness (Leader People) 
Friends, 
we are followers of Jesus, 

yet we stumble 
and fall along the way. 

The good news is this: 
Jesus does not condemn us, 

but lifts us up to continue the journey. 
Assured that the One who calls us to hear and follow 

already knows our sins 
and the confessions of our hearts 

and yet still stands ready to forgive, 
we confess our sin before God 
and before one another… 

Lord of Life, 
you have put others in our lives to point out your guidance, 

but where you go, 
often takes us out of our comfort zone, 

so we stay put. 
When we do show interest in following you, 
you encourage us to come and see life with you, 

yet we often walk away from neighbors in need, 
too busy wrapped up in our own concerns. 

We also often question your motives, 
too closed minded from our own prejudices and opinions. 

You speak to us to follow you, 
yet many times we fail to recognize your voice, 
or we get sidetracked with our criticism and judgment. 

Forgive us, 
God of grace 
and God of mercy. 

Transform us to be more like Andrew and Philip, 
going to family and friends, 
telling them about your grace and mercy… 

(Silent Personal Prayers of Confession) 

  



Indeed, 
God does know the hearts of those who seek forgiveness. 

By grace we have been saved. 
By the name of Jesus, 

we are forgiven. 
Our sins are no more. 
By the blood of Jesus, 

we have been washed clean. 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

we are strengthened to live holy lives. 

HEARING THE GOOD NEWS 
  Message in Music Come, Ye Blessed, John Prindle Scott 

  Prayer for Illumination 

  Scripture & Message John 1:35-51 
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RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS 
*Song of Response #726 The Summons 

*Affirmation of Discipleship (Leader People) 
The call of Jesus 

is to willing, 
dedicated discipleship. 

Our discipleship is a demonstration 
of the new life we enter through baptism. 

Discipleship is both a gift 
and a commitment, 

an offering 
and a responsibility. 

The grace bestowed on us in baptism is sufficient for our calling 
because it is God’s grace. 
By God’s grace we are saved, 
and enabled to grow in the faith 
and to commit our lives in ways that serve Jesus. 
God has called us to be faithful members of this congregation 
as we live out our discipleship together. 
Let us affirm our commitment as disciples of Jesus, our Lord and Savior: 



Will you be a faithful disciple of Jesus, 
obeying his word 
and showing his love? 

I will, 
with God’s help. 

Will you faithfully share this congregation’s worship and ministry 
through your prayers and gifts, 
and your study and service? 

We will, 
with God’s help. 

Let us pray together: 
Faithful God, 

in baptism you claimed us; 
and by your Holy Spirit you are working in our lives, 

empowering us to live a life worthy of our calling. 
Establish us in your truth 
and guide us by your Holy Spirit, 

that we may grow 
in faith, hope, and love, 

and together be faithful disciples of Jesus, 
who alone is the Head of the Church 

and in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 

  Giving of God’s Tithe and Our Offerings 
  Offertory In His Kingdom, Arr. Wilbur Held 
  Prayer of Dedication (Leader People) 

Bless in every way, 
O Lord, 

the gifts of the people here 
given to you. 

Enrich the ministries of our congregation 
and make us grateful 

to be able to let go of the things we do not really own. 
Amen. 

  



  Holy Communion 
  Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
  Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer Malotte 
  Breaking of the Bread and Pouring of the Cup 
  Communion of God’s People #515 I Come with Joy 
  Prayer after Communion (Unison) 

Gracious God, 
you have gathered us at this table 

with all the company of your people in heaven and on earth. 
In your mercy 

we have been nourished by the living bread, Christ Jesus, 
and we have been refreshed by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

May we, 
who have shared this holy meal, 
go out as glad disciples of our Lord, 

following in his way, 
proclaiming his truth, 
and living his love 

for all your children in this world. 
Amen. 

  Prayers of the People 

SENDING FOR SERVICE 
*Sending Song Go Now In Peace, Don Besig 

*Charge (Leader People) 
We are the Body of Christ; 
Joyfully worshiping God, 
compassionately caring for one another, 
humbly serving others, 
continually growing together in God’s Word, 
and actively sharing the Good News of Christ. 

*Blessing 

*Postlude The Rejoicing, G.F. Handel 

May our service be pleasing to God! 



SPECIAL NOTES ABOUT TODAY’S WORSHIP 
Ordinary Time The Christian year, sometimes referred to as the liturgical year, includes 
two seasons identified as ordinary time. The first runs from January 7th (if not a Sunday) 
to Ash Wednesday. The second goes from Trinity Sunday (which can be as early as May 
17 and as late as June 20, depending on the date of Easter) through Christ the King Sunday 
(the Sunday before Advent begins). The word “ordinary” as used here comes from the 
ordinal numerals by which the weeks are identified or counted, from the 1st week of 
Ordinary Time in January running up to, at times, the 34th week toward the end of 
November. Ordinary Time is the part of the liturgical year that falls outside the seasons of 
Advent/Christmas and Easter. Themes usually focus on the teaching of Jesus and growth 
as disciples of Jesus. The liturgical color is green, representing growth and life. 

The Summons This text comes out of the life of the Iona Community, who had a 
practice of sending youth volunteers to live for a year or two in impoverished parts of 
Scotland, supported only by welfare payments and working out their discipleship in hard 
places. At the end of their agreed periods of ministry, there would be a farewell 
ceremony, always held in the house where they had been living and for which these 
authors would often create an appropriate song. This was such a song, originally intended 
for one-time use around 1986-1987 but has proved meaningful to many people since 
being made more widely available. This text consists of two imagined voices: in stanzas 
1-4, the voice of Jesus calls a person to a life of service and witness; in stanza 5 the 
person answers affirmatively. It is also important to note the simplicity of the language. 
No word has more than two syllables. But simple is far from simplistic. “Will you love 
the ‘you’ you hide” ( 4.1), for example, uses only monosyllables, but the question itself 
is complex and many-layered. The arranged tune, KELVINGROVE, is a Scottish melody. 
Kelvingrove is the name of the first purpose-built public park in Scotland, laid 
out between 1852 and 1867 in the West End of Glasgow. It is named for the river 
Kelvin, which meanders through the grounds on the way to meeting up with the 
river Clyde. One of the principal attractions in the park now is the internationally 
known Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum, housed in a building constructed for the 
1901 Glasgow International Exhibition. 
  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Tithes and Offerings may be mailed to the church office or made online through our 
website, www.firstpresgfmt.org. 

Our times of worship are live streamed on our YouTube channel; search for “First 
Presbyterian Church Great Falls MT” on the YouTube website. Recordings of previous 
live streams will remain on our YouTube channel. Direct links to upcoming live streams 
can be found on our website and in the weekly Saturday morning email. If for some reason, 
the live stream fails, we will establish a new stream connection. Return to our YouTube 
channel home page to find the new link. 

Following Jesus is a lifelong journey where we learn and do what 
Jesus said and did. And it takes practice. And practice. And more 
practice. Not so we main obtain perfection, but rather to open and 
honestly put our faith and love into action. Learning about and 
following these different practices will help form our worship, 
adult education classes, children and youth education classes, even 

some congregation events. We are currently looking at the biblical practice of “Follow 
Jesus”. We will focus on Accepting Jesus’ Invitation, Following with the Community of 
Other Disciples, Learning to See Everything Through the Lens of Love, and Following 
Jesus in the Making of Disciples.  

Souler Energy, our weekly Sunday Worship broadcast, can be viewed every Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. on KFBB TV Channel 5 (cable channel 9). 

Prayer Partners Prayer requests may be made by calling Jane Snowberger (761-0518) or 
Marla Wilckens (452-0226). 

Pictorial Directory We are beginning to organize an inhouse production of an updated 
pictorial directory. To help us, please send us an individual picture of everyone in your 
household, as well as a group picture. If you prefer, we can arrange for someone to take 
the pictures at the church, or in your home. 

Upper Room, Bulletins, Sermon Manuscripts If you would like any of these mailed to 
you on a weekly basis please let the office know. 

In preparation for World Communion Sunday, October 3, 2021, we are preparing a list of 
everyone’s ancestorial nationality. Please let the office know from which country your 
ancestors came. 

http://www.firstpresgfmt.org/


All church meetings, classes, and events (including worship) held at the church are hybrid 
events, which means you can attend in person, or online through either YouTube or Zoom, 
depending on the event. Please respect the comfort and safety level of others, including 
honoring social distancing and potentially wearing a mask. Also, if you are not feeling 
well, please stay home and join us online (either on YouTube or Zoom). 

Financial Update: August September to Date Year to Date 
Income $24,929.72 $0.00 $250,894.91 
Expenses $35,321.33 $16,160.69 $340,949.34 
Difference ($10,391.61) ($16,160.69) ($90,054.43) 

If you are not receiving emails, including the Saturday morning “Church Update”, please 
send your current email address to the office, secretary@firstpresgfmt.org. 

COMING WORSHIP THEMES 
September 12, 2021 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Deuteronomy 6:4–9 
Ephesians 4:11–16 

Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 
Follow Jesus – Follow with the Community 

of Other Disciples 
Alissa will be preaching while John is on 

Vacation 

September 19, 2021 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Luke 24:28–34 
Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 

Follow Jesus – Learn to See Everything 
Through the Lens of Love 

Alissa will be preaching while John is on 
Vacation 

September 26, 2021 
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Matthew 28:18-20 
Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 

Follow Jesus – Follow Jesus in the Making 
of Disciples 

October 3, 2021 
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
World Communion Sunday 

Genesis 1:1-2:25 
Leviticus 19:33-34 

Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 
Welcome All – Welcome Others as God 

Welcomes You 
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MAY GOD BLESS THIS WEEK 
Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom) 

Today, Sunday, September 5 8:15 a.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 
Adult Class 

 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time 
Monday, September 6  Office Closed 
Tuesday, September 7 9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
Wednesday, September 8 7:00 a.m. Men’s Group 
Thursday, September 9 10:00 a.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 

Adult Class 
 6:30 p.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 

Adult Class 
Saturday, Sept 10 – Sunday, Sept19  John is on Vacation 
Next Sunday, September 12 8:15 a.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 

Adult Class 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time 
 11:30 a.m. Seeking God Together Luncheon 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom) 

Tuesday, September 14 ............................................ Souler Energy Committee, 12:00 noon 
Finance Committee 4:00 p.m. 

Property Committee, 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, September 15 .......................... Midweek Ministry’s BBQ Kick-Off, 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday, September 19 ...................... Children & Youth Ministries Committee, 11:30 a.m. 

Presbytery of Glacier’s Matthew 25 Retreat, 2:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, September 21 ....................... Joint Session/Board of Deacons Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, September 23 ........................................... Spiritual Life Committee, 12:00 noon 
  



 
The Officers and Staff of First Presbyterian Church welcome you 

to this time of worship and invite you to join us in ministry! 
Head of the Church 

Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior 
Session 

John Ritchie (Moderator) 
Ginger Blevins 
Alissa Brown 

Mary Fagenstrom 

Randy Houtz (Clerk) 
Sharon Lindstrom 

Gary McFerrin 

Scott Royce 
Jane Snowberger 

Jennie Yates 
Deacons 

Bruce Buer (Mod.) 
Kitty Cornwell 
Shirley Davis 

Barb Flaherty 
Tom Hazen 

Dave Herman 
Chris Pfost 

Deb Skinner 
Marla Wilckens 

Staff 
Rev. John E Ritchie, Pastor (906-322-9490) 

Alissa Brown, CE Director 
Joan Schmidt, Ministry of Music 
Craig Anton, Facilities Manager 
Keyna Myers, Office Manager 

Faith Janes, Publications Secretary 

Liza Nosich, Accounts Payable/Payroll 
Financial Secretary 

Butch Steele, Worship Video Coordinator 
Alex Rosenleaf, Choir Director 

Kari Rosenleaf, Bell Choir Director 
Johnny Ritchie, Music Assistant & Praise 

Band Director

Laboring for the Lord For many people, the pandemic 
redefined work, with more employees logging hours from a 
home office – or kitchen table. Boundaries between job and 
personal life blurred, as did any sense of being “off duty.” 
Most of us prefer clear divisions between our tasks and time. 
While such separations may help with scheduling, they are 
artificial human constructs. “Whatever your task,” says 
Colossians 3:23 (emphasis added) – whether in public or 
private, family or job, spiritual or worldly activities – “put 
yourselves into it as done for the Lord.” Verse 17 tells us to 
“do everything” in Jesus’ name, “giving thanks to God the 

Father through him.” That means even work and worship interlock. As Rick Warren writes, 
“Work becomes worship when you dedicate it to God and perform it with an awareness of 
his presence.” 
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Follow the footprints. Each time the feet turn, follow the new 
direction to find your way to the finish.1   Come and 

See!
Just as Jesus’ disciples were invited to join in his ministry, we 

are also given the choice to follow him. As we practice following 
him, we continue to make choices that lead us toward God’s 
kingdom.

 What better way to practice following than to play a game of 
Follow the Leader. Try adding actions that reflect following 
Jesus.

 Do you have an event coming up that needs an invitation? 
Practice your invitation skills, even if it is to the rest of the 
family for dinner or friends for a playdate.

 It is important to know who we are following. Learn more 
about Jesus by reading and hearing stories about his life. Find 
a children’s Bible or Bible storybook and learn all you can. Talk 
about the stories you like best. 

Come and see Jesus! You are being invited to follow Jesus. 
Come and see who he is and what he does by learning more about 
him. Then invite others to “come and see“ too.



B I B L E  S T O R Y
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Based on John 1:35–51
One day long ago, a man named John was standing with two of his 

followers. John was a prophet, someone who listened for God and shared God’s 
words with other people. People who follow someone, help them, and learn 
from them are called disciples. John and his two disciples saw Jesus just walking 
along, and said, “Wow! Look! It’s Jesus!” John’s two disciples remembered what 
John had told them about Jesus, so they followed him. 

Jesus looked at them and said, “Hey! What are you looking for?” 
The disciples asked, “Teacher, where are you staying right now?”
Jesus said, “Come and see.”
The disciples were curious, so they followed Jesus to where he was staying. 

They didn’t leave him until the end of the day.
After he left Jesus, one of the disciples, Andrew, went to his brother, Simon, 

and said, “Hey! We met someone special today. He has been sent from God to 
us. His name is Jesus. Come and see!” 

So Simon came and met Jesus. The funny thing is that, even though Jesus 
hadn’t met Simon, Jesus already knew who he was. He said, “You’re Simon. I’m 
going to give you a new name, Peter.”

The next day, Jesus went into the city, Galilee, and he found another man 
named Philip. He told Philip, “Follow me.” Philip was from the same town as 
Andrew and Peter, so maybe they knew each other.

Philip was curious about Jesus, and, just like Andrew, he told his friend 
Nathanael, “I met someone special today. He has been sent from God to us. 
His name is Jesus.” Nathanael wasn’t so sure about this, but Philip was excited. 
He told Nathanael, “Hey, just come and see!” When Nathanael got to Jesus, 
even though they hadn’t met, Jesus knew Nathanael, just like he knew Peter. 
Nathanael was confused, “How do you know me?”

Jesus said, “I’ve seen you before, even before you came here.”
Nathanael was amazed, and he knew Jesus was special and important, 

even if Nathanael didn’t understand why. Jesus told Nathanael, “Do you believe 
me, that I’ve seen you before? If you follow me, you will see amazing things. 
I promise you that you will learn about God and learn more about me, if you 
come and see.”
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