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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
Who do we say you are, Jesus? (Mark 8:27). Help us trust and follow you as the Messiah 

who modeled self-sacrifice for the sake of others. 

“The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul. … The precepts of the Lord are right, 
giving joy to the heart.” (Psalm 19:7-8, NIV) Welcome to worship, where the Word of 
God refreshes us. With voices full of excitement, attitudes full of enthusiasm, and spirits 
full of joy let us actively give our worship to God. 

Last week, how well did you live God’s message from John 1:35-51? When did Jesus say 
to you, “Follow me?” Did you? To whom did you say, “Come and see!” 

Be sure to check-in through Social Media or text message to let your family members, 
friends and followers know you are here to praise God. And like us on Facebook. 

Please use the time before worship begins to prepare yourself for your offering of worship 
to God. Feel free to listen to music; read and meditate on the Scripture reading for today; 
or silently meditate on God’s grace, emptying your mind of all distractions. 

All music copied, projected, and live streamed with permission, CCLI #2716126, 
OneLicense A-722348, CSPL 104723. 

All scripture passages quoted or refereed to are from the New Revised Standard Version 
(NRSV), unless noted. 

If you are comfortable standing, please do so when you see an asterisk “*”. There are 
hearing enhancement devices and large print bulletins available from the ushers. Please 
join us after worship for fellowship downstairs in the Social Hall. 

We are the Body of Christ 
Joyfully Worshiping God 

Compassionately Caring for One Another 
Humbly Serving God 

Continually Growing Together in God’s Word 
And Actively Sharing the Good News of Christ 

May our worship be pleasing to God! 

  



GATHERING BEFORE GOD 
  Prelude Adoration, Louis Lefebure-Wely 

  Time of Silence 

  Welcome 

*Call to Worship (Leader People) 
When we think of God’s presence in the world, 

we are grateful: 
Grateful for the presence of hope; 

grateful for the gift of life. 
And when we think of God’s presence in our lives, 

we are humbled: 
Humbled by the gift of grace; 

humbled by the invitation to begin again. 
And when we think of God’s presence in this community, 

we are glad: 
Glad to be surrounded by holy people 

worshipping our Holy God. 
Thank you all; 

thank you, God. 

*Song of Praise #316 Where Charity and Love Prevail 
  



*Our Confession and God’s Forgiveness (Leader People) 
The Lord listens to the cries of the people 

who turn with full heart 
to the One who has mercy. 

Let our tongues now make confession 
in the presence of God 
and of this body… 

Holy God, 
Creator of all that is, 
Donor of Grace, 
and Giver of Life: 

hear our prayer. 
There are chasms in our lives, 

deep valleys 
that separate us from one another 

and from you. 
We confess that we have allowed those rifts to grow, 

for fear of admitting our part in the separation, 
for fear of being rejected when we reach out. 

You call us to a reconciled life, 
to healed relationships, 
to a wholeness with each other 

and with you. 
Mend us, 

we pray, 
and make us new creations 

through the power and love of Jesus, 
in whose name we pray… 

(Silent Personal Prayers of Confession) 

  



The good news in Jesus 
is that when we face ourselves and God 
with the awareness of our need, 

we are given grace to grow, 
and courage to continue the journey. 

Friends, 
believe the good news of the gospel. 

In Christ Jesus 
we are forgiven! 

HEARING THE GOOD NEWS 
  Message in Music Go into the World, Natalie Sleeth 

  Prayer for Illumination 

  Scripture & Message John 15:1-15 
Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 

Follow Jesus – Follow with the Community of Other Disciples 

RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS 
*Song of Response #833 O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go 

  Giving of God’s Tithe and Our Offerings 
  Offertory When Thou Art Near, J.S. Bach 
  Prayer of Dedication (Leader People) 

Lord, 
who gives us everything we have, 

we return with joy a portion of our bounty, 
giving to the work of your church and your world 

what is already yours: 
ourselves, 
our lives, 
and our means. 

Make good come from these gifts. 
Teach us to use what we have 

with wisdom and compassion. 
Amen. 

  



  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13, KJV, Traditional) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, 
and the glory, 

forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING FOR SERVICE 
*Sending Song #192 Shine, Jesus, Shine 

*Charge (Leader People) 
We are the Body of Christ; 
Joyfully worshiping God, 
compassionately caring for one another, 
humbly serving others, 
continually growing together in God’s Word, 
and actively sharing the Good News of Christ. 

*Blessing 

*Postlude Trumpet Tune, Henry Purcell 

May our service be pleasing to God! 
  



SPECIAL NOTES ABOUT TODAY’S WORSHIP 
Ordinary Time The Christian year, sometimes referred to as the liturgical year, includes 
two seasons identified as ordinary time. The first runs from January 7th (if not a Sunday) 
to Ash Wednesday. The second goes from Trinity Sunday (which can be as early as May 
17 and as late as June 20, depending on the date of Easter) through Christ the King Sunday 
(the Sunday before Advent begins). The word “ordinary” as used here comes from the 
ordinal numerals by which the weeks are identified or counted, from the 1st week of 
Ordinary Time in January running up to, at times, the 34th week toward the end of 
November. Ordinary Time is the part of the liturgical year that falls outside the seasons of 
Advent/Christmas and Easter. Themes usually focus on the teaching of Jesus and growth 
as disciples of Jesus. The liturgical color is green, representing growth and life. 

The Call to Worship and the Prayer of Confession is by Beth Merrill Neel, 
www.holdfasttowhatisgood.com  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Tithes and Offerings may be mailed to the church office or made online through our 
website, www.firstpresgfmt.org. 

Our times of worship are live streamed on our YouTube channel; search for “First 
Presbyterian Church Great Falls MT” on the YouTube website. Recordings of previous 
live streams will remain on our YouTube channel. Direct links to upcoming live streams 
can be found on our website and in the weekly Saturday morning email. If for some reason, 
the live stream fails, we will establish a new stream connection. Return to our YouTube 
channel home page to find the new link. 

Following Jesus is a lifelong journey where we learn and do what 
Jesus said and did. And it takes practice. And practice. And more 
practice. Not so we main obtain perfection, but rather to open and 
honestly put our faith and love into action. Learning about and 
following these different practices will help form our worship, 
adult education classes, children and youth education classes, even 

some congregation events. We are currently looking at the biblical practice of “Follow 
Jesus”. We will focus on Accepting Jesus’ Invitation, Following with the Community of 
Other Disciples, Learning to See Everything Through the Lens of Love, and Following 
Jesus in the Making of Disciples.  

Souler Energy, our weekly Sunday Worship broadcast, can be viewed every Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. on KFBB TV Channel 5 (cable channel 9). 

Prayer Partners Prayer requests may be made by calling Jane Snowberger (761-0518) or 
Marla Wilckens (452-0226). 

Pictorial Directory We are beginning to organize an inhouse production of an updated 
pictorial directory. To help us, please send us an individual picture of everyone in your 
household, as well as a group picture. If you prefer, we can arrange for someone to take 
the pictures at the church, or in your home. 

Upper Room, Bulletins, Sermon Manuscripts If you would like any of these mailed to 
you on a weekly basis please let the office know. 

In preparation for World Communion Sunday, October 3, 2021, we are preparing a list of 
everyone’s ancestorial nationality. Please let the office know from which country your 
ancestors came. 

http://www.firstpresgfmt.org/


All church meetings, classes, and events (including worship) held at the church are hybrid 
events, which means you can attend in person, or online through either YouTube or Zoom, 
depending on the event. Please respect the comfort and safety level of others, including 
honoring social distancing and potentially wearing a mask. Also, if you are not feeling 
well, please stay home and join us online (either on YouTube or Zoom). 

Financial Update: August September to Date Year to Date 
Income $31,794.91 $2,797.67 $260,557.77 
Expenses $34,376.81 $16,160.69 $342,567.14 
Difference ($2,581.90) ($13,363.29) ($82,009.37) 

If you are not receiving emails, including the Saturday morning “Church Update”, please 
send your current email address to the office, secretary@firstpresgfmt.org. 

COMING WORSHIP THEMES 
September 19, 2021 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Luke 24:28–34 

Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 
Follow Jesus – Learn to See Everything 

Through the Lens of Love 
Alissa will be preaching while John is on 

Vacation 

September 26, 2021 
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Matthew 28:18-20 
Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 

Follow Jesus – Follow Jesus in the Making 
of Disciples 

October 3, 2021 
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
World Communion Sunday 

Genesis 1:1-2:25 
Leviticus 19:33-34 

Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 
Welcome All – Welcome Others as God 

Welcomes You 

October 10, 2021 
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Matthew 25:31-46 
Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 

Welcome All – See Jesus in Every Person 
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MAY GOD BLESS THIS WEEK 
Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom) 

Today, Sunday, September 12  John is on Vacation through Sunday, 
Sept 19 

 8:15 a.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 
Adult Class 

 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time 
 11:30 a.m. Seeking God Together Luncheon 
Monday, September 13 1:00 p.m. Prayer Partners 
 6:30 p.m. Beth Moore’s “Here and Now, There 

and Then” Bible Study 
Tuesday, September 14 12:00 noon Souler Energy Committee 
 4:00 p.m. Finance Committee 
 5:30 p.m. Property Committee 
Wednesday, September 15 7:00 a.m. Men’s Group 
 6:00 p.m. Midweek Ministry BBQ Kick-Off 
Thursday, September 16 10:00 a.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 

Adult Class 
 6:30 p.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 

Adult Class (Zoom only) 
Next Sunday, September 19 8:15 a.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 

Adult Class 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time 
 11:15 a.m. Praise Band Planning Meeting 
 11:30 a.m. Children & Youth Ministries Committee 
 2:30 p.m. Presbytery of Glacier’s Matthew 25 

Retreat 
  



UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom) 

Tuesday, September 21 ....................... Joint Session/Board of Deacons Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, September 23 ........................................... Spiritual Life Committee, 12:00 noon 
Tuesday, September 28 ........................................................... Board of Deacons, 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, October 5 .................................................. Souler Energy Committee, 12:00 noon 
Thursday, October 7............................................................. Worship Committee, 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday, October 9 ........................................ Presbytery of Glacier Meeting, Seeley Lake 
Tuesday, October 12 ............................................................. Finance Committee, 4:00 p.m. 

Property Committee, 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday, October 16 .................... Loretta Pearce’s Service of Witness to the Resurrection 

& Family Reception, 11:00 a.m. 
  



 
The Officers and Staff of First Presbyterian Church welcome you 

to this time of worship and invite you to join us in ministry! 
Head of the Church 

Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior 
Session 

John Ritchie (Moderator) 
Ginger Blevins 
Alissa Brown 

Mary Fagenstrom 

Randy Houtz (Clerk) 
Sharon Lindstrom 

Gary McFerrin 

Scott Royce 
Jane Snowberger 

Jennie Yates 
Deacons 

Bruce Buer (Mod.) 
Kitty Cornwell 
Shirley Davis 

Barb Flaherty 
Tom Hazen 

Dave Herman 
Chris Pfost 

Deb Skinner 
Marla Wilckens 

Staff 
Rev. John E Ritchie, Pastor (906-322-9490) 

Alissa Brown, CE Director 
Joan Schmidt, Ministry of Music 
Craig Anton, Facilities Manager 
Keyna Myers, Office Manager 

Faith Janes, Publications Secretary 

Liza Nosich, Accounts Payable/Payroll 
Financial Secretary 

Butch Steele, Worship Video Coordinator 
Alex Rosenleaf, Choir Director 

Kari Rosenleaf, Bell Choir Director 
Johnny Ritchie, Music Assistant & Praise 

Band Director

God Languishes with Us A headline from last spring teased, “There’s a Name for the 
Blah You’re Feeling.” The writer decided what he and others felt as the pandemic wore on 
wasn’t burnout or depression but languishing – decreasing vitality; feeling dispirited. 
People of ancient times experienced this too: “The land of Egypt and the land of Canaan 
languished because of the famine” (Genesis 47:13). “The wine dries up, the vine 
languishes, all the merry-hearted sigh” (Isaiah 24:7). But there’s more. If you used to be 
“merry-hearted” but now sigh a lot, hear this: “The heavens languish together with the 
earth” (Isaiah 24:4). Isaiah uses “the heavens” to refer to God, who languishes with us. 
Like an empathizing friend, God sits with us in our struggle. Sure, we pray for rescue now: 
“I am languishing; O Lord, heal me” (Psalm 6:2). But when our timing isn’t God’s, we 
trust his promise of restoration: “[God] will wipe every tear from their eyes…mourning 
and crying and pain will be no more” (Revelation 21:4). With the psalmist we hold two 
truths at once: “My soul languishes for your salvation; I hope in your word” (119:81). 

—Heidi Hyland Mann 
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