
Matthew 3:18-20 
Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 

Follow Jesus – Follow Jesus in the 
Making of Disciples 

 
September 26, 2021 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m. 

1315 Central Avenue 
Great Falls, Montana 59401 

(406) 453-1411 
secretary@firstpresgfmt.org 

www.firstpresgfmt.org 
firstpresgfmt

mailto:secretary@firstpresgfmt.org
http://www.firstpresgfmt.org/


  



PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
Loving Spirit, we pray for all who are gathered for this worship service. May each of us 

hear from you what we most need in order to grow in faith, hope and love. Amen. 

As our Creator designed green leaves to turn fiery yellow, orange and red, may today’s 
worship rekindle your faith with the fire of the Holy Spirit. Welcome. With voices full of 
excitement, attitudes full of enthusiasm, and spirits full of joy let us actively give our 
worship to God. 

Be sure to check-in through Social Media or text message to let your family members, 
friends and followers know you are here to praise God. And like us on Facebook. 

Please use the time before worship begins to prepare yourself for your offering of worship 
to God. Feel free to listen to music; read and meditate on the Scripture reading for today; 
or silently meditate on God’s grace, emptying your mind of all distractions. 

All music copied, projected, and live streamed with permission, CCLI #2716126, 
OneLicense A-722348, CSPL 104723. 

All scripture passages quoted or refereed to are from the New Revised Standard Version 
(NRSV), unless noted. 

If you are comfortable standing, please do so when you see an asterisk “*”. There are 
hearing enhancement devices and large print bulletins available from the ushers. Please 
join us after worship for fellowship downstairs in the Social Hall. 

We are the Body of Christ 
Joyfully Worshiping God 

Compassionately Caring for One Another 
Humbly Serving God 

Continually Growing Together in God’s Word 
And Actively Sharing the Good News of Christ 

May our worship be pleasing to God! 

  



GATHERING BEFORE GOD 
*Gathering Music Blessed Be Your Name 

Holy is the Lord 
Lead Me to the Cross 

  Time of Silence 

  Welcome 

*Call to Worship (Leader People) 
As people of faith 

we now return from the world. 
As people of faith 

we have gathered for worship. 
Come in to share 

the feeling of being welcomed, 
the comfort of gathering with Christian brothers and sisters around you. 

We share in worship 
song and prayer, 
sacrifice and offering. 

As we come in to give the sacrifice of praise, 
as we come in to stand on holy ground, 
come knowing 

that God is here, 
ready to receive our worship. 

Thanks be to God! 
Jesus says to us, 

“Come and see!” 
What is there to see? 
Jesus has so much to show us about God’s love. 
Where are we going? 
From the rising of the sun 
to its setting 

the Lord’s name 
is great among the nations. (Malachi 1:11) 

Praise the Lord! 
The Lord’s name be praised! 

  



*Song of Praise I Surrender All 

*Our Confession and God’s Forgiveness (Leader People) 
Recognizing that we are easily swayed by the wrong advice 
and that we have strayed from the ways of the Lord, 

we confess our sins to God, 
with hope of finding love and mercy… 

Holy and eternal God, 
you created us in your image 
and gave us special responsibilities for our fellow human beings. 

You commissioned us as disciples 
and told us to make fellow disciples the world over. 

In many ways we have failed to live as your disciples, 
for we fail to make disciples of all nations. 

We beg your mercy for our sins, 
and await with expectancy the renewal of our minds and hearts, 

so we may devote the rest of our days to making disciples of all nations 
in accordance to your will… 

(Silent Personal Prayers of Confession) 
Who is to condemn? 
Only Jesus, 

who died, yes, 
who was raised, 
who is at the right hand of God, 
who indeed intercedes for us. (Romans 8:34) 

All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to Jesus. (Matthew 28:18) 

Jesus, 
with all the authority of heaven and earth, 

says to those caught in and accused of sin, (John 8:2-22) 
“Your sins 

are forgiven.” (Luke 7:48) 
Our sins 

are forgiven. 
  



HEARING THE GOOD NEWS 
  Message in Music I Will Follow 

  Prayer for Illumination 

  Scripture & Message Matthew 28:18-20 
Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 

Follow Jesus – Follow Jesus in the Making of Disciples 

RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS 
*Litany of the Great Commission (Leader People) 

Jesus calls us. 
Come follow me! 
Jesus spoke of turning the world upside down, where 

leaders were servants, 
hungry people were fed, 
prisoners were set free, 
sick people were healed, 
and peace ruled over hatred and war. 

To everyone Jesus said, 
“Follow me, 
and I will show you the way to God.” 

We have good news to share! 
Jesus commissions us, 

Go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them 

in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them 

to obey everything that I have commanded you: 
Repent. 
Rejoice and be glad. 
Let your light shine. 
Be reconciled. 
Do not fear. 
Seek God’s kingdom first. 
Let the little ones come to me. 
Forgive one another. 
Love one another as I have loved you. 

We have good news to share! 



*Song of Response Step by Step 

  Giving of God’s Tithe and Our Offerings 
  Offertory I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 
  Prayer of Dedication (Leader People) 

We thank you for the wealth you shower on us daily, O Lord, 
and we witness the marvelous goodness that comes from you. 
Transform these gifts into signs of welcome 

for all who are touched by their use. 
Transform us into people 

who bless others throughout each day. 
Amen. 

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13, KJV, Traditional) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, 
and the glory, 

forever. 
Amen. 

  



SENDING FOR SERVICE 
*Sending Song Until the Whole World Hears 

*Reaffirmation of Baptism (Leader People) 
Hear the words of our Lord Christ Jesus: 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Go therefore 

make disciples 
of all nations, 

baptize them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 

teach them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. 

And remember, 
I am with you always 
to the end of the age. 

By water and the Holy Spirit, 
we are members of the Church, the body of Christ, 
and joined to Jesus’ ministry of 

love, 
peace, 
and justice. 

Let us reaffirm with joy our baptisms 
as we recommit ourselves to following Jesus into all the world. 

Who is your Lord and Savior? 
Jesus is my Lord and Savior. 
Will you be faithful disciples of Jesus, 

obeying Jesus’ word  
and showing Jesus’ love? 

I will, 
with God’s help. 
Eternal and gracious God, 

we praise you that in our baptisms you gave us your Holy Spirit, 
who teaches us and leads us in all truth, 
filling us with a variety of gifts 

that we might proclaim the gospel to all nations 
and serve you as a royal priesthood. 

  



Continue to pour out your Holy Spirit upon us 
that we may be strengthened to serve you with joy 

until the day you make all things new. 
To you be all 

praise, 
honor, 
and glory; 

through Jesus our Savior, 
who, 
with you and the Holy Spirit 

lives and reigns 
forever. 

Amen. 
Remember your baptism 
and be thankful. 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
Through baptism, 

we are one with Jesus. 
Jesus will be with us always. 

Through baptism, 
we have received the Holy Spirit. 

Who breathes into us new life. 
Through baptism, 

we are sealed in the love of God. 
Who will keep us forever. 

Amen. 

*Charge (Leader People) 
We are the Body of Christ; 
Joyfully worshiping God, 
compassionately caring for one another, 
humbly serving others, 
continually growing together in God’s Word, 
and actively sharing the Good News of Christ. 

  



*Blessing 
As people of faith 

we have gathered for worship. 
As people of faith 

we now return to the world. 
Go out to share 

the story of faith, 
the story of life, 

with the world around you. 
We share the faith 

in word and in deed, 
in speech and in action. 

As we go out 
to give a living witness, 

as we go out 
to testify to God’s love 

active in the world, 
go knowing 

that God goes with us, 
sharing the laughter and the hope, 
the fears and the tears. 

Thanks be to God! 
Amen. 

*Sending Music 

May our service be pleasing to God! 
  



SPECIAL NOTES ABOUT TODAY’S WORSHIP 
Ordinary Time The Christian year, sometimes referred to as the liturgical year, includes 
two seasons identified as ordinary time. The first runs from January 7th (if not a Sunday) 
to Ash Wednesday. The second goes from Trinity Sunday (which can be as early as May 
17 and as late as June 20, depending on the date of Easter) through Christ the King Sunday 
(the Sunday before Advent begins). The word “ordinary” as used here comes from the 
ordinal numerals by which the weeks are identified or counted, from the 1st week of 
Ordinary Time in January running up to, at times, the 34th week toward the end of 
November. Ordinary Time is the part of the liturgical year that falls outside the seasons of 
Advent/Christmas and Easter. Themes usually focus on the teaching of Jesus and growth 
as disciples of Jesus. The liturgical color is green, representing growth and life. 

The Blessing is by Gord Waldie, www.worshipofferings.blogspot.com  
  

http://www.worshipofferings.blogspot.com/


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Tithes and Offerings may be mailed to the church office or made online through our 
website, www.firstpresgfmt.org. 

Our times of worship are live streamed on our YouTube channel; search for “First 
Presbyterian Church Great Falls MT” on the YouTube website. Recordings of previous 
live streams will remain on our YouTube channel. Direct links to upcoming live streams 
can be found on our website and in the weekly Saturday morning email. If for some reason, 
the live stream fails, we will establish a new stream connection. Return to our YouTube 
channel home page to find the new link. 

In addition to live streaming on our YouTube Channel, we now are also streaming to our 
Facebook page. Search for “First Presbyterian Church, Great Falls, MT” on Facebook. 

Starting this coming week, we will be looking at the biblical 
practice of “Welcoming All”. We will focus on Welcoming Others 
as God Welcomes You, See Christ in Every Person, Know Your 
Gifts of Hospitality and Encourage Others’ Gifts, and Challenge 
Othering. Following Jesus is a lifelong journey where we learn and 
do what Jesus said and did. And it takes practice. And practice. 

And more practice. Not so we main obtain perfection, but rather to open and honestly put 
our faith and love into action. Learning about and following these different practices will 
help form our worship, adult education classes, children and youth education classes, even 
some congregation events.  

Souler Energy, our weekly Sunday Worship broadcast, can be viewed every Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. on KFBB TV Channel 5 (cable channel 9). 

Prayer Partners Prayer requests may be made by calling Jane Snowberger (761-0518) or 
Marla Wilckens (452-0226). 

Pictorial Directory We are beginning to organize an inhouse production of an updated 
pictorial directory. To help us, please send us an individual picture of everyone in your 
household, as well as a group picture. If you prefer, we can arrange for someone to take 
the pictures at the church, or in your home. 

Upper Room, Bulletins, Sermon Manuscripts If you would like any of these mailed to 
you on a weekly basis please let the office know. 

http://www.firstpresgfmt.org/


All church meetings, classes, and events (including worship) held at the church are hybrid 
events, which means you can attend in person, or online through either YouTube or Zoom, 
depending on the event. Please respect the comfort and safety level of others, including 
honoring social distancing and potentially wearing a mask. Also, if you are not feeling 
well, please stay home and join us online (either on YouTube or Zoom). 

Financial Update: August September to Date Year to Date 
Income $31,794.91 $6,273.67 $264,033.77 
Expenses $34,376.81 $27,214.80 $353,620.98 
Difference ($2,581.90) ($20,941.13) ($89,587.21) 

If you are not receiving emails, including the Saturday morning “Church Update”, please 
send your current email address to the office, secretary@firstpresgfmt.org. 

COMING WORSHIP THEMES 
October 3, 2021 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
World Communion Sunday 

Genesis 1:1-2:25 
Leviticus 19:33-34 

Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 
Welcome All – Welcome Others as God 

Welcomes You 

October 10, 2021 
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Matthew 25:31-46 
Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 

Welcome All – See Jesus in Every Person 

October 17, 2021 
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Luke 10:38-42 
Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 
Welcome All – Know Your Gifts of 

Hospitality and Encourage Others’ Gifts 

October 24, 2021 
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Luke 7:36-50 
Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 
Welcome All – Challenging Others 
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MAY GOD BLESS THIS WEEK 
Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom) 

Today, Sunday, September 26 8:15 a.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 
Adult Class 

 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time 
 11:30 a.m. Seeking God Together Listening Group 
Monday, September 27 1:00 p.m. Prayer Partners 
 6:30 p.m. Beth Moore’s “Here and Now, There 

and Then” Bible Study 
Tuesday, September 28 9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:30 p.m. Joint Board of Deacons/Session Meeting 
Wednesday, September 29 7:00 a.m. Men’s Group 
Thursday, September 30 10:00 a.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 

Adult Class 
 6:30 p.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 

Adult Class (Zoom only) 
Next Sunday, October 3 8:15 a.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 

Adult Class 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time 
 11:30 a.m. Seeking God Together Listening Group 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom) 

Tuesday, October 5 .................................................. Souler Energy Committee, 12:00 noon 
Wednesday, October 6 ..................................... Midweek Ministry BBQ Kickoff, 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday, October 7............................................................. Worship Committee, 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday, October 9 ........................................ Presbytery of Glacier Meeting, Seeley Lake 

PW, 10:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, October 12 ............................................................. Finance Committee, 4:00 p.m. 

Property Committee, 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday, October 16 .................... Loretta Pearce’s Service of Witness to the Resurrection 

& Family Reception, 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday, October 17 ........................... Children & Youth Ministries Committee, 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, October 19 .................................................................. Session Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, October 26 ............................................................... Board of Deacons, 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, October 28................................................ Spiritual Life Committee, 12:00 noon 



  



 
The Officers and Staff of First Presbyterian Church welcome you 

to this time of worship and invite you to join us in ministry! 
Head of the Church 

Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior 
Session 

John Ritchie (Moderator) 
Ginger Blevins 
Alissa Brown 

Mary Fagenstrom 

Randy Houtz (Clerk) 
Sharon Lindstrom 

Gary McFerrin 

Scott Royce 
Jane Snowberger 

Jennie Yates 
Deacons 

Bruce Buer (Mod.) 
Kitty Cornwell 
Shirley Davis 

Barb Flaherty 
Tom Hazen 

Dave Herman 
Chris Pfost 

Deb Skinner 
Marla Wilckens 

Staff 
Rev. John E Ritchie, Pastor (906-322-9490) 

Alissa Brown, CE Director 
Joan Schmidt, Ministry of Music 
Craig Anton, Facilities Manager 
Keyna Myers, Office Manager 

Faith Janes, Publications Secretary 

Liza Nosich, Accounts Payable/Payroll 
Financial Secretary 

Butch Steele, Worship Video Coordinator 
Alex Rosenleaf, Choir Director 

Kari Rosenleaf, Bell Choir Director 
Johnny Ritchie, Music Assistant & Praise 

Band Director

Be Still (and Silent) We need to find God, and he cannot be found in noise and restlessness. 
God is the friend of silence. See how nature – trees, flowers, grass – grow in silence; see 
the stars, the moon, the sun, how they move in silence. … The more we receive in silent 
prayer, the more we can give in our active life. We need silence to be able to touch souls. 
The essential thing is not what we say, but what God says to us and through us. All our 
words will be useless unless they come from within – words which do not give the light of 
Christ increase the darkness. 

—Mother Teresa 
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