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Following Jesus is a lifelong journey where we learn and do what Jesus 

said and did. It takes more than the head, checking off boxes of belief. It 

even takes more than the heart, feeling deeply about another person or a 

cause. Following Jesus is about these things and more. It is also about 

doing. And it takes practice. And practice. And more practice. We are 

not practicing for perfection, however, but practicing to put faith and 

love into action. Faith practices are the essence of what makes us 

Christian, those who follow the one who practiced what he preached! 

A living faith is so much more than simply believing in God. Jesus called all sorts of people 

to follow him to God, showing concrete ways to love God and one another. When we do 

these actions together, faith develops, lives change, and communities transform. 

On Sunday, September 5 we’ll begin a congregation-wide program entitled Follow Me: 

Biblical Practices for Faithful Living. The Biblical practices we’ll be looking at are the 

things Jesus did, said, or embodied. The same actions that Christians have tried to live into 

ever since. 

Each week our worship, Sunday school classes, MidWeek Ministry, and Adult Faith 

Formation & Spiritual Growth classes will focus on a different practice. There will also be 

times to come together as a congregation for fellowship, continued discussion, and to 

experience each practice. Together, we’ll learn how each practice has been practiced through 

the history of the Church, and how they are practiced today. There will even be suggestions 

for how to keep the practice alive at home. 

Follow Me: Biblical Practices for Faithful Living is produced by the Presbyterian Publishing 

Corporation. 

I look forward to following Jesus with you! 

Peace Through Faith, Hope, and Love! 

John 

<>< 

Rev. John Ritchie 



3 

 

I am very pleased to inform you that all of the women involved in the 

Bible Study we offer in Haiti are safe. There were some injuries and a lot 

of destruction, but they all made it through as did their children. However, 

there were several husbands that did not make it through the earthquake 

that upset Haiti on August 14th. Please keep those families in your prayers 

as a new way of life is certain to be upon them.  

We now have 45 women signed up to 

do the Beth Moore Bible study; Here 

and Now, There and Then on 

Revelation. This is a huge jump in 

number to include some women from 

their neighboring village. More and 

more women are learning about 

Christ and His grace, peace, and 

love. This outreach has expanded 

further than I had ever thought 

possible. We have 8 women signed 

up from the church to participate in 

the study as well. 

When I emailed the leader of the group and expressed my concern for her safety in 

defying the leader of their village, who is their village Voodoo priest, Mirian said to me “If I 

am to become a martyr for my God, then a martyr I shall be.” What a statement of faith, 

courage, and glory to the King of Kings.  

If you would like to join us there is still plenty of time to sign up and get involved. 

Simply call the office and speak with either myself or Keyna to get the details of the group. We 

meet on Mondays at 6:30pm-8:30pm in the church library, we also meet by Zoom. If you 

cannot make that time, please let me know and we will figure something out.  

Blessings, 

Alissa Brown, Christian Education Director 

Alissa Brown 

Christian Educ ation  

Director 

HAITI HAITI   
Bible Study Bible Study   

OutreachOutreach    
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Here and Now...There and Then by Beth Moore is a lecture series on the book of 

Revelation. Beth presents many points of view, allowing women to decide for 

themselves when the interpretation varies among scholars. She teaches that God is 

as specific about what He does reveal as He is about what He does not reveal. 

Everything about Revelation is the consummation of what began in Genesis. Beth's 

teaching is an overview of the book of Revelation. 

Join the women of the Haiti Bible Study Outreach as we dig into the book of 

Revelation together, with Beth Moore as our fearless leader. We meet on Mondays 

from 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm in the church library; there is also a Zoom option. We begin 

August 30
th
; however if this time doesn’t work for you or you have missed a session 

or two contact Alissa Brown in the church office to help figure out how to catch up  

or join us another way.  

 
Cedirector@firstpresgfmt.org 

mailto:Cedirector@firstpresgfmt.org
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Welcome to MidWeek Ministry! 

 
It’s a brand-new MidWeek year, and we are all so excited to get started. We will be meeting 
on Wednesdays from 6-8 pm as usual with dinner to begin at 6 pm. This year the kids will be 
doing a rotation-based class setting allowing them to move from one interest to another. It 
will be similar to VBS in structure. We will begin each evening with a question that will follow 
through each of the classes and end in a game, quiz, obstacle course, or trivia at the end of 
the night. There is still a need for volunteers to help with MidWeek; everything from teaching, 
to cleaning, to cooking.  

Between the Lines is our new book club for youth. This is for grades 7 and up. We are 
beginning with Unbound by J.B. Simmons. The kids and adults will meet to discuss the book 
on Wednesday October 27th during MidWeek. At that time the kids will pick a book that will 
be approved by the leaders. We are looking for adults that would like to meet with kids, read 
the book, go through discussion questions, and encourage kids to keep reading.  

MidWeek Ministries will kick off on Wednesday, September 15th at 6pm. We are planning an 
outdoor movie night (weather and smoke permitting, otherwise it will be indoors), there will 
be dinner, popcorn, information, fellowship, treats and sweets. It is guaranteed to be a great 
time you won’t want to miss it! 

 

For more information, please contact Alissa Brown, Christian Education Director 

Cedirector@firstpresgfmt.org, 406-453-1411, 406-231-2348 (cell) 

mailto:Cedirector@firstpresgfmt.org
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ARRESTED     JAMES      PILATE  

BETHLEHEM    JESUS       PRINCE OF PEACE  

CHRIST      JOHN THE BAPTIST  REDEEMER  

CROSS      JOSEPH      RESURRECTION  

CRUCIFIXION    KING OF KINGS    RISEN  

DISCIPLES     LAMB OF GOD    SAVIOR  

FOLLOWERS    LAST SUPPER    SERMON  

GALILEE      MARY      SHEPHERD  

GOSPEL      MESSIAH     SINNERS  

HEAL       MINISTRY     SON OF GOD  

HEAVEN      MIRACLES     TEACHER  

HOLY       NAZARETH     TRIAL  

IMMANUEL     PARABLES  

How Many Can How Many Can 

You Guess?You Guess?  

A game from MidWeek Ministry! 
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First Presbyterian Church of Great Falls is reintroducing the prayer shawl ministry program. 

 

Men and women of the church make the shawls, praying as they do so, for the peace and 

comfort of the eventual recipient. Each shawl is then given to someone who is going through a 

difficult time. 

 

Do you enjoy knitting or crocheting? Do you know someone who would benefit from a prayer 

shawl? Whether you need support or want to give support, the prayer shawl ministry program 

is for you. 

 

For further information, call the church office at 406-453-1411. Keyna Myers, our Secretary/

Office Manager will help you get started. 
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SEEKING GOD TOGETHER LISTENING CIRCLE 

For Group Spiritual Direction 

If you are longing to become more attentive to God, to listen to him and know 
His voice, to experience His love, this group is for you! 

This group is based on the book Seeking God Together, by Alice Fryling. She 
walks us through what group spiritual direction is and how we can achieve our 
goal of listening to God personally with the help of the group. “The 
intentional goal of group spiritual direction, Alice writes, “is to help each 
participant become more aware of God in their lives, for the sake of others. It 
leads to an awakening of the soul.” 

A Seeking God Together Listening Circle is not a task group, an encounter 
group or a therapy group. Instead, the Listening Circle is a safe setting for the 
deepening of our relationship with God and with one another. Each person has 
unique experiences of how God is calling, healing, loving, nudging and 
leading them on their faith journey. Therefore, priorities are given to: listening 
to God and the other person; honoring silence; and speaking out of your own 
insight. 

Listening is much more than allowing another person to talk while we wait for 
our chance to ask questions or share our insight. Listening is paying full 
attention to others and welcoming them into our very being. The beauty of 
listening is that those who are listened to start to feel accepted, loved, and 
heard. 

An introductory luncheon will be held on Sunday, September 12th at 11:30 
am to 12:30 pm in Graham Parlor for anyone who is interested. The hope is 
that there will be enough people involved that we can have several groups 
meeting at various times. Those who have already done the listening circles 
are encouraged to lead a group. 

The book is a $15 donation and copies will be available at the luncheon. 

Please call Judy Buer or Marla Wilckens if you have questions. 
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Glacier Presbytery Matthew 25 Zoom Retreat Rescheduled for September 19, 2:30 –  

5:00 p.m. You are invited to participate in a Zoom retreat! On September 19, we will gather 

together (on our screens!) to reflect on how the church can grow in mission with and for those 

who are most vulnerable. Rick Ufford-Chase will be presenting. You can register for the retreat 

(and get the Zoom link) by emailing Stated Clerk Kirk Kestler 

(clerk.glacierpresbytery@gmail.com). In preparation for this Zoom retreat, Presbytery Leader 

Beth McCaw is be leading a weekly zoom book group on the book America’s Original Sin by 

Jim Wallis. Talk to John if you are interested in attending this book group. 

September 5, 2021 
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Communion 
Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 

Follow Jesus – Accept Jesus’ Invitation 
John 1:35–51 

September 12, 2021 
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 
Follow Jesus – Follow with the Commu-

nity of Other Disciples 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
Ephesians 4:11-16 

Alissa will be preaching while John is on 
Vacation 

September 19, 2021 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 
Follow Jesus – Learn to See Everything 

Through the Lens of Love 

Luke 24:28-34 
Alissa will be preaching while 

John is on Vacation 
September 26, 2021 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Biblical Practices for Faithful 
Living: Follow Jesus – Follow 

Jesus in the Making of Disciples 
Matthew 28:18-20 
October 3, 2021 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
World Communion Sunday 

Biblical Practices for Faithful 
Living: Welcome All – Welcome 

Others as God Welcomes You 
Genesis 1:1-2:25 

Leviticus 19:33-34 

Coming Worship Themes 
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50 Ways to Take Church to the Community (From the Lewis Center for Church Leadership) 

Turn Your Existing Ministries Outward 

 Challenge each church group with an inside focus to find a way to become involved with the 

community outside the church. A choir might sing at a nursing home, or trustees could 

sponsor a neighborhood clean-up. 

 Extend recruiting and advertising for church groups and events to audiences beyond your 

congregation. For example, recruit for choir members in a local paper or community list 

serve. 

 Build relationships with those taking part in existing programs that serve the community, 

such as ELS classes, food pantry or clothes bank users, daycare families, etc. 

 

Meetings and Events at the Church 
All church meetings, classes, and events (including 
worship) held at the church will continue to be hybrid 
events, which means you can attend in person, or 
online through either YouTube or Zoom, depending on 
the event. Please respect the comfort and safety level 
of others, including honoring social distancing and 
potentially wearing a mask. Also, if you are not feeling 
well, please stay home and join us online (either on 
YouTube or Zoom). 

TOWN  

PUMP  

CHALLENGE  

Town Pump has again selected FISH to be part of the 2021 campaign--"MONTANANS 

HELPING MONTANANS". This is the 20th year for Town Pump's support of food banks. 

From September 1 through November 30, Town Pump will match each dollar collected by 

FISH up to $25,000. If you wish to help reach the FISH goal, please send your donation to: 

FISH Box 662 Great Falls, MT 59403  
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We are excited to begin this new Fall 

Season  as a Church and want to know how 

we can be praying for you! Please feel free 

to reach out to our Prayer Partners 

ministry. Prayer Partners Prayer requests 

may be made by calling Jane Snowberger 

(761-0518) or Marla Wilckens (452-0226).  

Souler Energy, our weekly Sunday Worship 

broadcast, can be viewed every Sunday at 9:30 

a.m. on KFBB TV Channel 5 (cable channel 9).  

Upper Room 
If you would like a copy of the latest Upper Room 
mailed to you, please let the office know. 
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Bulletins & Sermon Manuscripts 
If you would like copies of the bulletin and/or sermon 
manuscript mailed to you, please let the office know. 

 

Living the Practice of Prayer, is 
one way to enhance your personal 
prayer life while making the act of 
prayer a critical part of our life as a 
congregation. Join in the library 
and on Zoom on Tuesdays at 5:30 
p.m. for an hour of focused and 
guided prayer as we listen for 
God’s voice and discern God’s will 
for our lives and for our 
congregation. 

Audio & Visual Team 
Would you like to be a part of our audio/
video team? If so reach out to the church of-
fice! 

Live Stream Worship 
Our times of worship are live streamed on 
our YouTube channel; search for “First 
Presbyterian Church Great Falls MT” on 
the YouTube website. Recordings of 
previous live streams will remain on our 
YouTube channel. Links to upcoming live 
streams can be found on our website and 
in the weekly Saturday morning email. 
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Tithes and Offerings may be mailed to the church 
office or made online through our website, 
www.firstpresgfmt.org. 

Praise Band 
The praise band wants to learn and lead your favorite 
worship song. Genre of the song does not matter, they 
can be contemporary praise, hymns, spirituals, etc. 
Please submit your request to Johnny Ritchie at 
praiseband@firstpresgfmt.org or call/text at 260-224-
5790. 

If you are not receiving emails, including the 
Saturday morning “Church Update”, please send 
your current email address to the office, 
secretary@firstpresgfmt.org. 

Pictorial Directory  
We are beginning to organize an inhouse 
production of an updated pictorial 
directory. To help us, please send us an 
individual picture of everyone in your 
household, as well as a group picture. If 
you prefer, we can arrange for someone to 
take the pictures at the church, or in your 
home. 

http://www.firstpresgfmt.org
mailto:praiseband@firstpresgfmt.org
mailto:secretary@firstpresgfmt.org
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Hannant, Rebecca   09/14 

Saksa, Molly     09/15 

Ahlquist, Moneen   09/16 

Nelson, Kerri    09/18 

Nordquist, Ken    09/20 

Hansen, Pearl    09/20 

Nelson, Jace     09/21 

Albertson, Joyce   09/22 

Bronson, William   09/22 

Lindeman, Bob    09/01 

Thayer, Gene    09/04 

Flaherty, Barb    09/08 

Mort, Denise    09/09 

Hazen, Tom     09/10 

Ronholdt, Adam   09/13 

Jackson, Paula    09/13 

(Priesthaf) Horton, Emily 09/14 

Lindstrom, Paul    09/14 

Davies, Rees     09/22 

Stevenson, Dwight   09/23 

Gorman, Jan     09/23 

Korte, Robbie    09/25 

Rognaldson, Ramona  09/25 

Austin, Ed     09/25 

Bloemendaal, Lynn   09/27 

Bratcher, Tracy    09/28 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 

    1 
7am-Mens 
Group 
9am-Peace 
Place 

2 
9am-Peace 
Place 
5pm-Worship 
Committee 
 

3 
9am-Peace 
Place 

4 
 
 
 

5 
10am-Worship 
11am-Fellowship 
Time 

6 
9am-Peace 
Place 
 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 

7 
9am-Peace Place 
9am-Staff mtg 
12pm-Souler 
Energy  Mtg 
 
 
 

8 
7am-Mens 
Group 
9am-Peace 
Place 
 

9 
9am-Peace 
Place 
 

10 
9am-Peace 
Place 

11 
 

12 
10am-Worship 
11am-Fellowship 
Time 
11:30am-
Seeking God 
Together 
Luncheon 

13 
9am-Peace 
Place 
9:30am-
Sailboat Church 
Small group 
1pm-Prayer 
Partners 
6:30pm Beth 
Moore Study 
 

14 
9am-Peace Place 
9am-Staff mtg 
4pm-Finance 
Committee 
5:30pm Property 
Committee 
 
 

15 
7am-Mens 
Group 
9am-Peace 
Place 
6pm-MidWeek 
Ministry Kick 
Off Bbq 

16 
9am-Peace 
Place 
 

17 
9am-Peace 
Place 

 

18 
 
 

19 
10am-Worship 
11am-Fellowship 
Time 
11:30am-CYM 
Committee 
 
 
 

20 
9am-Peace 
Place 
9:30am-
Sailboat Church 
Small group 
1pm-Prayer 
Partners 
6:30pm Beth 
Moore Study 
 
 

21 
9am-Peace Place 
9am-Staff Mtg 
6:30pm-Session  
& Deacon Mtg 
 
 

22 
7am-Mens 
Group 
9am-Peace 
Place 
6pm-MidWeek 
Ministry 

23 
9am-Peace 
Place 
12pm-Spiritual 
Life Committee 
 

24 
9am-Peace 
Place 

25 
 

26 
10am-Worship 
11am-Fellowship 
Time 
 

27 
9am-Peace 
Place 
9:30am-
Sailboat Church 
Small group 
1pm-Prayer 
Partners 
6:30pm Beth 
Moore Study 

28 
9am-Peace Place 
9am-Staff Mtg 
6:30pm-Deacon 
Mtg 

29 30   

For meeting places please  
or additional info,  

feel free to call the church office! 

The due date for  
OCTOBER PRESS  
articles will be  

Thursday,  
September 23rd by 

noon! 

7am-Mens 
Group 
9am-Peace 
Place 
6pm-MidWeek 
Ministry Game 
Night 

John Vacation 
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1315 Central Avenue 
Great Falls, MT 59401 

firstpresgfmt.org 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Friday  

8am-3pm 
406.453.1411 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage  

PAID 
Great Falls, MT 

Permit #351 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Financial Update: July January thru July    Budget thru July 
Income $25,154.08 $210,188.70 $201,682.00 
Expenses $38,053.47 $263,875.05 $279,187.00 
Difference ($12,899.39) ($53,686.35) (77,505.00) 


