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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
God, you went ahead of Elijah to Zarephath to provide for him and the widow’s family. 

(1 Kings 17) 
Remind us that wherever we go this week, you’re already there, preparing the way. 

Welcome to this gathering of the saints, both here and in the heavenly kingdom. Let us 
worship God together! With voices full of excitement, attitudes full of enthusiasm, and 
spirits full of joy let us actively give our worship to God. 

Last week, how well did you live God’s message from Genesis 3:1-13 and 2 Samuel 11:1-
12:9, 13? When did you honestly face and confess your sins? 

Be sure to check-in through social media or text message to let your family members, 
friends and followers know you are here to praise God. And like us on Facebook. 

Please use the time before worship begins to prepare yourself for your offering of worship 
to God. Feel free to listen to music; read and meditate on the Scripture reading for today; 
or silently meditate on God’s grace, emptying your mind of all distractions. 

May you be renewed and strengthened this morning through our celebration of 
Communion. The Presbyterian Church (USA) has an open communion table. We welcome 
all who are Baptized “in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit” by any 
Christian denomination to join us in communing with our Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus. If 
you are joining us at home, be sure to have something ready for the bread and juice at the 
appropriate time. You will be instructed when to eat and drink. 

All music copied, projected, and live streamed with permission, CCLI #2716126, 
OneLicense A-722348, CSPL 104723. 

All scripture passages quoted or refereed to are from the New Revised Standard Version 
(NRSV), unless noted. 

If you are comfortable standing, please do so when you see an asterisk “*”. There are 
hearing enhancement devices and large print bulletins available from the ushers. Please 
join us after worship for fellowship downstairs in the Social Hall. 

We are the Body of Christ 
Joyfully Worshiping God 

Compassionately Caring for One Another 
Humbly Serving God 

Continually Growing Together in God’s Word 
And Actively Sharing the Good News of Christ 



May our worship be pleasing to God! 

GATHERING BEFORE GOD 
  Prelude Allegro Maestoso (from Water Music), G.F. Handel 

  Time of Silence 

  Welcome 

*Call to Worship (Leader People) 
God’s way has been set before us, (point upward, then point to the path) 

a way of justice, (move palms up and down like balancing a scale) 
peace, (make a peace sign with 2 fingers in “V” formation) 
and love. (cross hands over heart) 

God’s Word is a lamp to our feet (point upward; move hands to form an open book; 
rest right elbow on back of left hand, make a fist 
with right hand and open fingers like light bulb 
turning on; then point to feet) 

and a light to our path. (move hands, palms open and fingers spread wide, in an 
outward motion in front of face; then move both hands 
in a parallel motion, about the width of your body, back 
and forth, creating a path) 

We stumble and stray away from the path. (turn to the left and then to the right) 
We get stuck in the mud. (lift up each foot as if stuck in mud) 
Create in us clean hearts, O God, (pretend to wash hands, then cross hands over 

heart) 
and renew a right spirit within us. (bring hands together in prayer and bow 

head) 
Sisters and brothers, 
we have been raised with Jesus to new life, 

freed from every fear, 
and granted every grace. 

With songs of praise, 
we offer our praise in worship to God. 

*Song of Praise #326 For All the Saints 
  



*Our Confession and God’s Forgiveness (Leader People) 
Blow the trumpet in Zion! From Joel 2 

Sound the alarm on the holy mountain! 
Let all the inhabitants tremble, 

for the day of the Lord is coming, 
it is near. 

Return to the Lord, your God, 
for the Lord is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love. 
Let us pray for the cleansing of our hearts… 
Psalm 143 – A Responsorial Setting (2 times) 

We lift our souls to you; 
hear our prayers, hear our prayers. 

We lift our souls to you; 
hear our prayers. 

May God hear our request for mercy… 
O Lord, 

forgive us 
your foolish people. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 
Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity, 

and cleanse us from our sin. Psalm 51:2 
We have not listened to your call to serve as Jesus served us. 
We have not been true to the mind of Jesus. 
We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity, 

and cleanse us from our sin. Psalm 51:2 
We confess to you, O God, 

all our past unfaithfulness. 
For the pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives, 
Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity, 

and cleanse us from our sin. Psalm 51:2 
  



For our self-indulgent appetites and ways 
and our exploitation of other people, 

Purge us with hyssop, and we shall be clean; 
wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow. Psalm 51:7 

For our anger at our own frustration 
and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves, 

Purge us with hyssop, and we shall be clean; 
wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow. Psalm 51:7 

For our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, 
and our dishonesty in daily life and work, 

Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
put new and right spirits within us. Psalm 51:10 

For our negligence in prayer and worship, 
and our failure to commend the faith that is in us, 

Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
put new and right spirits within us. Psalm 51:10 

Accept our repentance, O God, 
for the wrongs we have done. 

For our neglect of human need and suffering 
and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

Restore to us the joy of your salvation, 
and sustain in us willing spirits. Psalm 51:12 

For false judgments, 
for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, 

and for our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, 
Restore to us the joy of your salvation, 

and sustain in us willing spirits. Psalm 51:12 
For our waste and pollution of your creation 

and for our lack of concern for those who come after us, 
Restore to us the joy of your salvation, 

and sustain in us willing spirits. Psalm 51:12 
Hear Our Prayers, O God (#782, v 1) 
(In the silence, please examine your life, and confess your personal sins to God.) 
Lord, Have Mercy (#576) 

  



According to God’s steadfast love, 
according to God’s abundant mercy, 

God does not pass judgment on us 
the judgment we deserve. 

Our transgressions have been blotted out, 
our sin had been cleansed. 

We Are Forgiven (#447) 

HEARING THE GOOD NEWS 
  Message in Music I’ll Walk with God, Nicholas Brodszky/Paul Webster 

  Prayer for Illumination 

  Scripture & Message Psalm 51 
Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: Confess – 

Repent: As Individuals and Communities 

RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS 
*Song of Response #423 Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God 

  Giving of God’s Tithe and Our Offerings 
  Moment for Stewardship 
  Offertory Largo, John Stanley 
  Prayer of Dedication (Leader People) 

Almighty God, 
whether we have given from abundance 
or from little, 

we humbly offer these gifts to you, 
and for the glory of your name, 

through your son Jesus 
with the Holy Spirit we pray, 

Amen. 
  



  Holy Communion 
  Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
  Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer Malotte 
  Breaking of the Bread and Pouring of the Cup 
  Communion of God’s Saints #730 I Sing a Song of the Saints of God 

#515 I Come with Joy 
  Prayer after Communion (Unison) 

Gracious God, 
you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
You have fed us with the bread of life, 

and renewed us for your service. 
Help us who have shared Christ’s body and received the cup, 

to be faithful disciples of Jesus 
so that our daily living may be part of the life of your kingdom, 
and our love be your love reaching out into the life of the world; 

through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 

  Prayers of the People 

SENDING FOR SERVICE 
*Sending Song Go Now In Peace 

*Charge (Leader People) 
We are the Body of Christ; 
Joyfully worshiping God, 
compassionately caring for one another, 
humbly serving others, 
continually growing together in God’s Word, 
and actively sharing the Good News of Christ. 

*Blessing 

*Response # 749 (Refrain) We Are Called 

*Postlude Trumpet Tune, Henry Purcell 

May our service be pleasing to God! 
  



SPECIAL NOTES ABOUT TODAY’S WORSHIP 
If you are joining us online today and would like a candle lit in memory of someone you’d 
like to recognize for All Saints’ Sunday you can forward that name in any of the following 
ways: 

 If you are watching on YouTube or Facebook, include the name in a comment 
 You may text the name to John at 260-322-9490. 
 You may email the name to John at pastor@firstpresgfmt.org  

The taller candles near the Christ Candle are in memory of those within our congregation 
who have died since All Saints’ Day, 2020: 

Thelma Zeller 
11-16-20 

Loretta Pearce 
12-19-20 

Glen Mortensen 
12-22-20 

Margaret Boyd 
2-8-21 

C James Hinch 
6-20-21 

C Jack Holland 
6-20-21 

All Saints’ Day Saints’ days began as a way to mark the anniversaries of the deaths of 
martyrs – their birthdays as saints through the completion of their baptism. By the middle 
of the Church’s first millennium, there were so many martyrs that it was hard to give them 
all their due. All Saints’ Day was established as an opportunity to honor all the saints, 
remembered and forgotten, known and unknown. It has been celebrated on or around 
November 1 since the ninth century. In the Reformed tradition, the emphasis of this festival 
is on the ongoing sanctification of the whole people of God. While we may give thanks for 
the lives of particular luminaries of ages past, we also give glory to God for the ordinary, 
holy lives of believers in this and every age. This is an appropriate time to give thanks for 
members of the community of faith who have died in the past year, and to pray that we 
may be counted among the company of the faithful in God’s eternal realm. 

The liturgical color for All Saints’ Day is white. White represents the light of Christ, 
innocence, purity, joy, triumph, and glory. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Tithes and Offerings may be mailed to the church office or made online through our 
website, www.firstpresgfmt.org. 

Our times of worship are live streamed on our YouTube channel and Facebook page. 
Search for “First Presbyterian Church Great Falls MT” on either site. Recordings of 
previous live streams will remain on both sites. Direct links to upcoming live streams can 
be found on our website and in the weekly Saturday morning email. If for some reason, the 
live stream fails, we will establish a new stream connection. Return to our YouTube 
channel home page, or Facebook page, to find the new link. 

Souler Energy, our weekly Sunday Worship broadcast, can be viewed every Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. on KFBB TV Channel 5 (cable channel 9). 

Prayer Partners Prayer requests may be made by calling Jane Snowberger (761-0518) or 
Marla Wilckens (452-0226). 

Upper Room, Bulletins, Sermon Manuscripts If you would like any of these mailed to 
you on a weekly basis, please let the office know. 

Today, we begin our look at the biblical practice of “Confess”. We 
will focus on” 

~Confess 
~Repent: As Individuals 
~Repent: As Communities 
~Repair 

Following Jesus is a lifelong journey where we learn and do what Jesus said and did. And 
it takes practice. And practice. And more practice. Not so we main obtain perfection, but 
rather to open and honestly put our faith and love into action. Learning about and following 
these different practices will help form our worship, adult education classes, children and 
youth education classes, even some congregation events. 

Pictorial Directory We are organizing an inhouse production of an updated pictorial 
directory. To help us, please send us an individual picture of everyone in your household, 
as well as a group picture. If you prefer, we can arrange for someone to take the pictures at 
the church, or in your home. If it is convenient for you, today there will be an opportunity 
to have pictures taken after worship. 

http://www.firstpresgfmt.org/


All church meetings, classes, and events (including worship) held at the church are hybrid 
events, which means you can attend in person, or online through either YouTube or Zoom, 
depending on the event. Please respect the comfort and safety level of others, including 
honoring social distancing and potentially wearing a mask. Also, if you are not feeling 
well, please stay home and join us online (either on YouTube or Zoom). 

Financial Update: October November to Date Year to Date 
Income $37,758.58 $0.00 $354,729.21 
Expenses $45,131.52 $12,468.31 $415,700.44 
Difference ($7,372.94) ($12,468.31) ($60,971.23) 

WOW (Worship on Wednesday) (formerly Midweek Ministry) has been rebranded as a 
ministry for all ages. There are programs for children, youth, young adults, adults. Our 
hope is to attract community members as well as congregation members. Childcare will be 
available for all under 3. Dinner is served at 6:00 p.m., with programs/classes to follow. 
Invite a neighbor and join us! 

If you are not receiving emails, including the Saturday morning “Church Update”, please 
send your current email address to the office, secretary@firstpresgfmt.org. 

TOWN PUMP CHALLENGE Town Pump has again selected FISH to be part of the 
2021 campaign – “MONTANANS HELPING MONTANANS”. This is the 20th year for 
Town Pump's support of food banks. Through November 30, Town Pump will match each 
dollar collected by FISH up to $25,000. If you wish to help reach the FISH goal, please 
send your donation to the church office (noted for FISH) or to FISH, Box 662, Great Falls, 
MT 59403 

If you would like to be a liturgist, usher, or greeter, please call Rees Davies at 406-231-
8665 

When the frost is on the pumpkin, it’s time to start leafing through that cookbook collection 
– or the internet – for the stews, breads, soups, casseroles and cookies that seem to taste 
best in autumn. The new church cookbook, Feeding the Flock, is now available. It was 
put together by Presbyterian Women from recipes shared by the congregation. The book is 
available in the church office and soon, during Fellowship Time. Price is $15 for one or 
two for $27. As an added bonus, if you purchase the books during Fellowship Time, you 
may receive a vintage First Presbyterian collectible at no additional cost, as long as supplies 
last. 
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Part of God’s healing ministry through Jesus is to offer forgiveness and reconciliation to 
those who have been hurt, including those hurt by the church. Services of Healing and 
Restoration are one way of enacting this ministry of pastoral care. By holding on to how 
others have hurt us, the weight of needing to forgive or ask for forgiveness, and the 
reluctance to allow the Spirit to reconcile us to one another and to God, we remain stuck 
in the past and unable to move forward. It’s like trying to row back to shore, even though 
the Spirit is trying to blow us across the lake. If you have ever been hurt by someone, or 
by the church; if you can’t seem to let go of what someone said or did in your personal life, 
or at church; if the fact that some hurt because of the actions of other Christians leaves you 
saddened or hurting; then join us tonight at 6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary for a Service of 
Healing and Restoration. This will be a time to offer and receive forgiveness and healing, 
and to release any pain that is keeping us from letting of the past and moving into God’s 
future for us. 

The session has called a congregation meeting on November 14, 2021, immediately 
following worship for the purposes of revising the bylaws and electing officers. Copies of 
the proposed changes to the bylaws are included in the November newsletter; they are also 
available in the narthex or in the church office. The purposed changes to the bylaws fall 
into two categories: 

The first is to allow flexibility in the number of active elders and deacons on 
the session and board of deacons to allow the total number on each board to more 
accurately and efficiently reflect the current needs due to our mission and ministry. 
And to establish a quorum for the board of deacons. 

The second is to allow electronic meetings to occur within the ministry and 
mission of our congregation. While there is nothing in the current bylaws to prevent 
this, as per the Book of Order of the PC(USA), we follow Robert’s Rules of Order 
for our meetings. Robert’s Rules of Order state that such an allowance needs to be 
in the bylaws. 

The nominating committee will put forth the following slate of candidates: 
Board of Deacons – Class of 2024 

Dee Taylor 
Paula Jackson 

Session – Class of 2024 
Jan Nelson 
April Hansen 

  



COMING WORSHIP THEMES 
November 14, 2021 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Revelation 1:4b-9 
Alpha and Omega 

Liturgist: Stu Brown 

November 21, 2021 
Christ the King Sunday 

Luke 19:1-10 
Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 

Confess – Repair 
Liturgist: Kitty Cornwell 

November 28, 2021 
1st Sunday of Advent 

Chrismon Tree 
Liturgist: Tom Hazen 

December 5, 2021 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
Lessons and Carols 

 

  



MAY GOD BLESS THIS WEEK 
Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom) 

Today, Sunday, November 7 8:15 a.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 
Adult Class 

 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time/Making of Chrismons 
 6:30 p.m. Service of Healing and Restoration 
Monday, November 8 1:00 p.m. Prayer Partners 
 6:30 p.m. Beth Moore’s “Here and Now, There 

and Then” Bible Study 
Tuesday, November 9 9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
 4:00 p.m. Finance Committee 
 5:30 p.m. Property Committee 
Wednesday, November 10 7:00 a.m. Men’s Group 
 6:00 p.m. WOW (Worship on Wednesday) for all 

ages 
Thursday, November 11 6:30 p.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 

Adult Class (Zoom only) 
Saturday, November 13 10:00 a.m. Presbyterian Women 
Next Sunday, November 14 8:15 a.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 

Adult Class 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time 
 11:30 a.m. Children & Youth Ministry Committee 
  Seeking God Together Book Club 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom) 

Tuesday, November 16 .............................................................. Session Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, November 17 – Saturday, November 27 ........................... John is on Vacation 
Tuesday, November 23 ........................................................... Board of Deacons, 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, November 25 – Friday, November 26 ........................................... Office Closed 
Thursday, December 2 ........................................................... Worship Committee, 5:00 pm 
Saturday, December 4 .......................................................... PW Christmas Tea, 11:00 a.m. 
  



The Officers and Staff of First Presbyterian Church welcome you 
to this time of worship and invite you to join us in ministry! 

Head of the Church 
Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior 

Session 
John Ritchie (Moderator) 

Ginger Blevins 
Alissa Brown 

Mary Fagenstrom 

Randy Houtz (Clerk) 
Sharon Lindstrom 

Gary McFerrin 

Scott Royce 
Jane Snowberger 

Jennie Yates 
Deacons 

Bruce Buer (Mod.) 
Kitty Cornwell 
Shirley Davis 

Barb Flaherty 
Tom Hazen 

Dave Herman 
Chris Pfost 

Deb Skinner 
Marla Wilckens 

Staff 
Rev. John E Ritchie, Pastor (906-322-9490) 

Alissa Brown, CE Director 
Joan Schmidt, Ministry of Music 
Craig Anton, Facilities Manager 
Keyna Myers, Office Manager 

Faith Janes, Publications Secretary 

Liza Nosich, Accounts Payable/Payroll 
Financial Secretary 

Butch Steele, Worship Video Coordinator 
Alex Rosenleaf, Choir Director 

Kari Rosenleaf, Bell Choir Director 
Johnny Ritchie, Music Assistant & Praise 

Band Director

Where Do You Live? A man who resided near the border of two states had been told for 
years his house was in Minnesota. But when a new survey revealed that he actually lived 
in Wisconsin, he proclaimed, “Thank goodness! I never could bear those cold Minnesota 
winters.” Defining where we live certainly affects our attitude. Followers of Jesus, or saints, 
consider their true home to be in God’s dynamic presence. Paul was so connected to God 
through prayer that mystical experiences left him not knowing whether he was in or out of 
his body. (see 2 Corinthians 12:1-10) Living with one foot in heaven and the other on the 
way there, Paul could know peace. “Whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s,” 
he concludes. (Romans 14:8) Christian saints who are still living on earth can rest assured: 
Our true home is always with the Lord. 
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Prayer Requests for the Week of November 7, 2021 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. (Psalm 25:1) 

This week’s staff/officer: Randy Houtz, Clerk of Session 
This week’s elder: Sharon Lindstrom 
This week’s deacon: Barb Flaherty 
This week’s ministry: Nominating Committee 
This week’s mission support: General Assembly of the PC(USA) 
This week’s home bound/care center: Lynn Bloemendaal 
This week’s families Sherry Beaver 
 Charmayne Bell 
 Gene & Adessa Bentley 
Other prayer requests: 
The Family of Mary Beth Mansfield Kay Quast Penny Adkins 
The Family of Loretta Pearce Trunk or Treat Shirley Davis 
The Family of David James Davis Donna Lewis Lynn Bloemendaal 
Christians and Missionaries in Haiti Jarred Thelma 
Leif Mark Ayla Pfost 
John Strople The Family of Matt Lyon Serenia 
Lisa Residents at the Iris Judy 

 ___________________________________   __________________________________  

 ___________________________________   __________________________________  

 ___________________________________   __________________________________  

 ___________________________________   __________________________________  
If an update on prayer requests has not been received after three weeks, the request will be 

removed from this list. Please call the church to update the prayer list.  
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Notes from Worship – November 7, 2021 
Psalm 51 

Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: Confess – 
Repent: As Individuals and Communities 

Have mercy on me, O God, 
according to your steadfast love; 

Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, 
O God of my salvation, 

and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. 
The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; 

a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
(Psalm 51:1a-b, 14, 17, New Revised Standard Version) 
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