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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
We pray with Hannah: “My heart exults in the Lord; my strength is exalted in my God. … 

There is no Holy One like the Lord … no Rock like our God.” (1 Samuel 2:1-2) 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church as we worship in the name of the Creator, the Savior 
and the life-giving Spirit. Amen. With voices full of excitement, attitudes full of 
enthusiasm, and spirits full of joy let us actively give our worship to God. 

Last week, how well did you live God’s message from Psalm 51? When did you 
acknowledge and confess your sin before God? How did you turn your life around to live 
a changed and new life in God’s grace and mercy? 

Be sure to check-in through social media or text message to let your family members, 
friends and followers know you are here to praise God. And like us on Facebook. 

Please use the time before worship begins to prepare yourself for your offering of worship 
to God. Feel free to listen to music; read and meditate on the Scripture reading for today; 
or silently meditate on God’s grace, emptying your mind of all distractions. 

All music copied, projected, and live streamed with permission, CCLI #2716126, 
OneLicense A-722348, CSPL 104723. 

All scripture passages quoted or refereed to are from the New Revised Standard Version 
(NRSV), unless noted. 

If you are comfortable standing, please do so when you see an asterisk “*”. There are 
hearing enhancement devices and large print bulletins available from the ushers. Please 
join us after worship for fellowship downstairs in the Social Hall. 

We are the Body of Christ 
Joyfully Worshiping God 

Compassionately Caring for One Another 
Humbly Serving Others 

Continually Growing Together in God’s Word 
And Actively Sharing the Good News of Christ 

May our worship be pleasing to God! 

  



GATHERING BEFORE GOD 
*Gathering Music Lord I Lift Your Name on High 

You Are Holy 
Forever 

  Time of Silence 

  Welcome 

*Call to Worship (Leader People) 
Grace to you 
and peace 

from the Lord God, 
who is 
who was 
and is to come, 
the Alpha and the Omega, 
the Almighty. 

Grace to you 
and peace 

from Christ Jesus, 
the faithful witness, 
the firstborn of the dead, 
the ruler of the kings of the earth, 
the Alpha and the Omega. 

Grace to you 
and peace 

from the Holy Spirit, 
of truth, 
of wisdom and revelation, 
of holiness, 
of life, 
of grace, 
of glory. 

Holy, holy, holy 
is the Lord of hosts. 

The whole earth is full of God’s glory. 
Let us worship God. 

  



*Our Confession and God’s Forgiveness (Leader People) 
Jesus loves us and frees us from our sins; 
therefore, we confess our sins to God… 
Psalm 143 – A Responsorial Setting (2 times) 

We lift our souls to you; 
hear our prayers, hear our prayers. 

We lift our souls to you; 
hear our prayers. 

May God hear our request for mercy… 
O Lord, 

your kingdom is not of this world. 
We confess that we are too comfortable in the kingdoms of this world. 

Convenience, 
ease, 
and fear 

keep us from standing for 
your justice, 
your peace, 
and your people. 

Too often, 
our lives do not reflect your rule in our hearts. 

Forgive us, 
Lord. 

Call to us again, 
renew our purpose, 

so that we may believe your truth 
and listen to your voice. 

Help us to claim your kingdom 
with our voices, 
our hearts, 
and our lives… 

Hear Our Prayers, O God (#782, v 1) 
(In the silence, please examine your life, and confess your personal sins to God.) 
Lord, Have Mercy (#576) 

  



Sisters and brothers, 
God loves us, 
forgives us, 
and frees us from our sins; 

therefore be at peace. 
We Are Forgiven (#447) 

HEARING THE GOOD NEWS 
  Message in Music Our God 

  Prayer for Illumination 

  Scripture & Message Revelation 1:4b-8 
Alpha and Omega 

RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS 
*Song of Response Mighty is our God 

  Giving of God’s Tithe and Our Offerings 
  Moment for Stewardship 
  Offertory We Are An Offering 
  Prayer of Dedication (Leader People) 

Holy God, 
you call us from every tribe, 
language, 
people, 
and nation 

to share in your everlasting kingdom. 
Bless these gifts that we offer 
that we may extend your blessing to others, 

in the name of Jesus we pray. 
Amen. 

  



  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13, NRSV) 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 

as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And do not bring us to the time of trial,  

but rescue us from the evil one. 
Amen. 

SENDING FOR SERVICE 
*Sending Song Forever (We Sing Hallelujah) 

*Charge (Leader People) 
We are the Body of Christ; 
Joyfully worshiping God, 
compassionately caring for one another, 
humbly serving others, 
continually growing together in God’s Word, 
and actively sharing the Good News of Christ. 

*Blessing 

*Sending Music 

May our service be pleasing to God! 
  



SPECIAL NOTES ABOUT TODAY’S WORSHIP 
Ordinary Time The Christian year, sometimes referred to as the liturgical year, includes 
two seasons identified as ordinary time. The first runs from January 7th (if not a Sunday) 
to Ash Wednesday. The second goes from Trinity Sunday (which can be as early as May 
17 and as late as June 20, depending on the date of Easter) through Christ the King Sunday 
(the Sunday before Advent begins). The word “ordinary” as used here comes from the 
ordinal numerals by which the weeks are identified or counted, from the 1st week of 
Ordinary Time in January running up to, at times, the 34th week toward the end of 
November. Ordinary Time is the part of the liturgical year that falls outside the seasons of 
Advent/Christmas and Easter. Themes usually focus on the teaching of Jesus and growth 
as disciples of Jesus. The liturgical color is green, representing growth and life. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Gift of the Nutcracker The Nutcracker was first performed in 1892 and quickly 
became a holiday tradition, one that continues for many families to this day. In The Gift of 
the Nutcracker, Matt Rawle takes a look at this Christmas classic in a new way – through 
the lens of faith. Rawle uses the iconic tale to help us understand God’s greatest gift of the 
Christ child and of the kingdom Christ came to build. Much like Clara, we are all caught 
in an Advent season, pondering a most extraordinary gift. Join us throughout Advent on 
Sundays beginning November 18th at 8:15 a.m. or 11:30 a.m., or on Thursdays beginning 
December 2nd at 6:30 p.m. If you’d like to reserve a book, call the office. 

Tithes and Offerings may be mailed to the church office or made online through our 
website, www.firstpresgfmt.org. 

Our times of worship are live streamed on our YouTube channel and Facebook page. 
Search for “First Presbyterian Church Great Falls MT” on either site. Recordings of 
previous live streams will remain on both sites. Direct links to upcoming live streams can 
be found on our website and in the weekly Saturday morning email. If for some reason, the 
live stream fails, we will establish a new stream connection. Return to our YouTube 
channel home page, or Facebook page, to find the new link. 

Souler Energy, our weekly Sunday Worship broadcast, can be viewed every Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. on KFBB TV Channel 5 (cable channel 9). 

Prayer Partners Prayer requests may be made by calling Jane Snowberger (761-0518) or 
Marla Wilckens (452-0226). 

http://www.firstpresgfmt.org/


Upper Room, Bulletins, Sermon Manuscripts If you would like any of these mailed to 
you on a weekly basis, please let the office know. 

Pictorial Directory We are organizing an inhouse production of an updated pictorial 
directory. To help us, please send us an individual picture of everyone in your household, 
as well as a group picture. If you prefer, we can arrange for someone to take the pictures at 
the church, or in your home. If it is convenient for you, today there will be an opportunity 
to have pictures taken after worship. 

Currently, we are looking at the biblical practice of “Confess”. We 
will focus on” 

~Confess 
~Repent: As Individuals 
~Repent: As Communities 
~Repair 

Following Jesus is a lifelong journey where we learn and do what Jesus said and did. And 
it takes practice. And practice. And more practice. Not so we main obtain perfection, but 
rather to open and honestly put our faith and love into action. Learning about and following 
these different practices will help form our worship, adult education classes, children and 
youth education classes, even some congregation events. 

All church meetings, classes, and events (including worship) held at the church are hybrid 
events, which means you can attend in person, or online through either YouTube or Zoom, 
depending on the event. Please respect the comfort and safety level of others, including 
honoring social distancing and potentially wearing a mask. Also, if you are not feeling 
well, please stay home and join us online (either on YouTube or Zoom). 

Financial Update: October November to Date Year to Date 
Income $37,758.58 $24,958.59 $379,687.80 
Expenses $45,131.52 $12,976.90 $416,209.03 
Difference ($7,372.94) $11,981.69 ($36,521.23) 

WOW (Worship on Wednesday) (formerly Midweek Ministry) has been rebranded as a 
ministry for all ages. There are programs for children, youth, young adults, adults. Our 
hope is to attract community members as well as congregation members. Childcare will be 
available for all under 3. Dinner is served at 6:00 p.m., with programs/classes to follow. 
Invite a neighbor and join us! 



If you are not receiving emails, including the Saturday morning “Church Update”, please 
send your current email address to the office, secretary@firstpresgfmt.org. 

When the frost is on the pumpkin, it’s time to start leafing through that cookbook collection 
– or the internet – for the stews, breads, soups, casseroles and cookies that seem to taste 
best in autumn. The new church cookbook, Feeding the Flock, is now available. It was 
put together by Presbyterian Women from recipes shared by the congregation. The book is 
available in the church office and soon, during Fellowship Time. Price is $15 for one or 
two for $27. As an added bonus, if you purchase the books during Fellowship Time, you 
may receive a vintage First Presbyterian collectible at no additional cost, as long as supplies 
last. 

The session has called a congregation meeting today, immediately following worship for 
the purposes of revising the bylaws and electing officers. If you wish to join us via Zoom, 
please make sure you have updated to the latest version. Use this link to join the meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4911010646?pwd=azRJamU5dFRFdTdXU3R5Um1UZ09wZ
z09 or enter the Meeting ID: 491 101 0646 and Passcode: 406884 through the Zoom 
webpage. 

Copies of the proposed changes to the bylaws were included in the November 
newsletter; they are also available in the narthex. The purposed changes to the bylaws 
fall into two categories: 

The first is to allow flexibility in the number of active elders and deacons on 
the session and board of deacons to allow the total number on each board to more 
accurately and efficiently reflect the current needs due to our mission and ministry. 
And to establish a quorum for the board of deacons. 

The second is to allow electronic meetings to occur within the ministry and 
mission of our congregation. While there is nothing in the current bylaws to prevent 
this, as per the Book of Order of the PC(USA), we follow Robert’s Rules of Order 
for our meetings. Robert’s Rules of Order state that such an allowance needs to be 
in the bylaws. 

The nominating committee will put forth the following slate of candidates: 
Board of Deacons – Class of 2024 

Dee Taylor 
Paula Jackson 

Session – Class of 2024 
Jan Nelson 
April Hansen 
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TOWN PUMP CHALLENGE Town Pump has again selected FISH to be part of the 
2021 campaign – “MONTANANS HELPING MONTANANS”. This is the 20th year for 
Town Pump's support of food banks. Through November 30, Town Pump will match each 
dollar collected by FISH up to $25,000. If you wish to help reach the FISH goal, please 
send your donation to the church office (noted for FISH) or to FISH, Box 662, Great Falls, 
MT 59403 

COMING WORSHIP THEMES 
November 21, 2021 

Christ the King Sunday 
Luke 19:1-10 

Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 
Confess – Repair 

Liturgist: Kitty Cornwell 

November 28, 2021 
1st Sunday of Advent 

Chrismon Tree 
Liturgist: Tom Hazen 

December 5, 2021 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
Lessons and Carols 

December 12, 2021 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

Christmas Pageant 

 

  



MAY GOD BLESS THIS WEEK 
Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom) 

Today, Sunday, November 14 8:15 a.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 
Adult Class 

 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time 
 11:30 a.m. Children & Youth Ministry Committee 
  Seeking God Together Book Club 
Monday, November 15 1:00 p.m. Prayer Partners 
 6:30 p.m. Beth Moore’s “Here and Now, There 

and Then” Bible Study 
Tuesday, November 16 9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:30 p.m. Session Meeting 
Wednesday, November 17  John is on Vacation through Nov. 27 
 7:00 a.m. Men’s Group 
 6:00 p.m. WOW (Worship on Wednesday) for all 

ages 
Thursday, November 18 6:30 p.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 

Adult Class (Zoom only) 
Next Sunday, November 21 8:15 a.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 

Adult Class 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time 
 11:30 a.m. Hanging of the Greens 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom) 

Tuesday, November 23 ........................................................... Board of Deacons, 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, November 25 – Friday, November 26 ........................................... Office Closed 
Thursday, December 2 ........................................................... Worship Committee, 5:00 pm 
Saturday, December 4 .......................................................... PW Christmas Tea, 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday, December 12 ....................... Children & Youth Ministries Committee, 11:30 a.m. 

Christmas Fellowship Dinner, 5:30 p.m. 
Friday, December 17 ......................................................................... Drop & Shop, 6:00 pm 
Saturday, December 18 ................................................................. Drop & Shop, 11:00 a.m. 
  



 
The Officers and Staff of First Presbyterian Church welcome you 

to this time of worship and invite you to join us in ministry! 
Head of the Church 

Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior 
Session 

John Ritchie (Moderator) 
Ginger Blevins 
Alissa Brown 

Mary Fagenstrom 

Randy Houtz (Clerk) 
Sharon Lindstrom 

Gary McFerrin 

Scott Royce 
Jane Snowberger 

Jennie Yates 
Deacons 

Bruce Buer (Mod.) 
Kitty Cornwell 
Shirley Davis 

Barb Flaherty 
Tom Hazen 

Dave Herman 
Chris Pfost 

Deb Skinner 
Marla Wilckens 

Staff 
Rev. John E Ritchie, Pastor (906-322-9490) 

Alissa Brown, CE Director 
Joan Schmidt, Ministry of Music 
Craig Anton, Facilities Manager 
Keyna Myers, Office Manager 

Faith Janes, Publications Secretary 

Liza Nosich, Accounts Payable/Payroll 
Financial Secretary 

Butch Steele, Worship Video Coordinator 
Alex Rosenleaf, Choir Director 

Kari Rosenleaf, Bell Choir Director 
Johnny Ritchie, Music Assistant & Praise 

Band Director

Time To Double Down After you have made a decision that is pleasing to God, the Devil 
may try to make you have second thoughts. Intensify your prayer time, meditation and 
good deeds. For if Satan’s temptations merely cause you to increase your efforts to grow 
in holiness, he’ll have an incentive to leave you alone. 

—St. Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556) 



 

First Presbyterian Church 
1315 Central Avenue 

Great Falls, Montana 59401 
(406) 453-1411 

secretary@firstpresgfmt.org 
www.firstpresgfmt.org 

 
Prayer Requests for the Week of November 14, 2021 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. (Psalm 25:1) 

This week’s staff/officer: Faith Janes, Publications Secretary 
This week’s elder: Randy Houtz 
This week’s deacon: Tom Hazen 
This week’s ministry: Personnel Committee 
This week’s mission support: Glacier Camp 
This week’s home bound/care center: Joan Green 
This week’s families Lorrie & Dan Bertus 
 Rick & Ginger Blevins 
 Gerrit Bloemendaal 
Other prayer requests: 
The Family of Mary Beth Mansfield Kay Quast Penny Adkins 
The Family of Loretta Pearce Trunk or Treat Shirley Davis 
The Family of David James Davis Donna Lewis Lynn Bloemendaal 
Christians and Missionaries in Haiti Jarred Thelma 
Leif Mark Ayla Pfost 
John Strople The Family of Matt Lyon Serenia 
Lisa Residents at the Iris Judy 
Steve 

 ___________________________________   __________________________________  

 ___________________________________   __________________________________  

 ___________________________________   __________________________________  
If an update on prayer requests has not been received after three weeks, the request will be 

removed from this list. Please call the church to update the prayer list.  
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Notes from Worship – November 14, 2021 
Revelation 1:4b-8 
Alpha and Omega 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, 
who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 
(Revelation 1:8, New Revised Standard Version) 
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