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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP

Alpha and Omega, the A and the Z, the beginning and the end:
King Jesus, please rule in our lives.
Today we celebrate Christ the King, whose kingdom is grace and who rules by love.
Welcome to worship. With voices full of excitement, attitudes full of enthusiasm, and
spirits full of joy let us actively give our worship to God.
Be sure to check-in through social media or text message to let your family members,
friends and followers know you are here to praise God. And like us on Facebook.
Please use the time before worship begins to prepare yourself for your offering of worship
to God. Feel free to listen to music; read and meditate on the Scripture reading for today;
or silently meditate on God’s grace, emptying your mind of all distractions.
All music copied, projected, and live streamed with permission, CCLI #2716126,
OneLicense A-722348, CSPL 104723.
All scripture passages quoted or refereed to are from the New Revised Standard Version
(NRSV), unless noted.
If you are comfortable standing, please do so when you see an asterisk “*”. There are
hearing enhancement devices and large print bulletins available from the ushers. Please
join us after worship for fellowship downstairs in the Social Hall.
We are the Body of Christ
Joyfully Worshiping God
Compassionately Caring for One Another
Humbly Serving Others
Continually Growing Together in God’s Word
And Actively Sharing the Good News of Christ
May our worship be pleasing to God!

Prelude

GATHERING BEFORE GOD

Fanfare, Henry Purcell

Time of Silence
Welcome
*Call to Worship (Leader People)
God’s way has been set before us, (point upward, then point to the path)
a way of justice, (move palms up and down like balancing a scale)
peace, (make a peace sign with 2 fingers in “V” formation)
and love. (cross hands over heart)
God’s Word is a lamp to our feet (point upward; move hands to form an open book;
rest right elbow on back of left hand, make a fist
with right hand and open fingers like light bulb
turning on; then point to feet)
and a light to our path. (move hands, palms open and fingers spread wide, in an
outward motion in front of face; then move both hands
in a parallel motion, about the width of your body, back
and forth, creating a path)
We stumble and stray away from the path. (turn to the left and then to the right)
We get stuck in the mud. (lift up each foot as if stuck in mud)
Create in us clean hearts, O God, (pretend to wash hands, then cross hands over
heart)
and renew a right spirit within us. (bring hands together in prayer and bow
head)
God says,
“Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day … ”
Is this not the fast that God chooses?
To loose the bonds of injustice,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
God will guide us continually …
and we shall be called the repairer of the breach …
Let us worship God!
*Song of Praise #269

See Isaiah 58

Lead On, O King Eternal

*Our Confession and God’s Forgiveness (Leader People)
Trusting in the power of God
not only to fashion the world
but to mend and refashion our hearts,
we confess how it is with us.
Psalm 143 – A Responsorial Setting (2 times)
We lift our souls to you;
hear our prayers, hear our prayers.
We lift our souls to you;
hear our prayers.
May God hear our request for mercy…
Lord Jesus,
Judge of the nations:
We confess that we have not seen your face among our neighbors in need.
We have not shared our food with the hungry;
we have not offered clothes to the destitute
or shelter to the homeless.
We have not welcomed the stranger;
nor have we visited prisoners.
We have not paid attention to these,
your sisters and brothers,
and in our neglect
we have failed to serve you.
Lord,
forgive us;
open our eyes to recognize your beloved family,
and give us the blessing of sincere repentance
that we may know the joy of eternal life
with you
and all the saints in this world
and in the world to come…
Hear Our Prayers, O God (#782, v 1)
(In the silence, please examine your life, and confess your personal sins to God.)
Lord, Have Mercy (#576)

Beloved of God,
the mercy of the Lord
is from everlasting to everlasting—
it cannot be contained,
but must be poured out.
We believe this good news:
in Jesus, the Christ,
our sin is forgiven.
Live as a people set free.
We Are Forgiven (#447)
Message in Music

HEARING THE GOOD NEWS

Fly Away to Glory, Arr. Don Hart

Prayer for Illumination
Scripture & Message
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RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS

*Song of Response #726

The Summons (Will You Come and Follow Me)

Giving of God’s Tithe and Our Offerings
Moment for Stewardship
Offertory
Allegro Maestoso (Opus 55, No. 13), Flor Peeters
Prayer of Dedication (Leader People)
Holy God,
see Psalm 132:15
the psalmist declares that in your realm,
all the poor are satisfied with bread.
Plant that promise firmly in our hearts,
that we might be agents of your covenant love.
Use these gifts,
shape our desire,
until hunger is no more—
for Jesus taught us
to seek our neighbor’s daily bread.
We give and pray
by the power of the name of Jesus.
Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13, NRSV)
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
Your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And do not bring us to the time of trial,
but rescue us from the evil one.
Amen.

SENDING FOR SERVICE

*Sending Song #35

Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty

*Charge (Leader People)
We are the Body of Christ;
Joyfully worshiping God,
compassionately caring for one another,
humbly serving others,
continually growing together in God’s Word,
and actively sharing the Good News of Christ.
*Blessing
*Response # 749 (Refrain)
*Postlude

We Are Called (Come! Live in the Light!)
Lobe den Herren (Praise Ye the Lord), Arr. Diane Bish

May our service be pleasing to God!

SPECIAL NOTES ABOUT TODAY’S WORSHIP

Christ the King Sunday, also known as Reign of Christ Sunday, is the 5th Sunday before
Christmas. It marks the end of the Christian, or Liturgical, Year. Embracing the authority
of Jesus which leads us to seek the “peace of Christ” in the “Kingdom of Christ”. Christ
the King Sunday celebrates the reign of Jesus over all creation as our risen and exulted
King. It is also a day which reminds us to look forward to Jesus as coming in glory to rule
over all of creation. Christ the King Sunday was first celebrated in 1925 on the last Sunday
in October. Since 1970 it has been kept on the last Sunday before the beginning of Advent.
The liturgical color is white. White represents the light of Christ, innocence, purity, joy,
triumph, and glory.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Gift of the Nutcracker The Nutcracker was first performed in 1892 and quickly
became a holiday tradition, one that continues for many families to this day. In The Gift of
the Nutcracker, Matt Rawle takes a look at this Christmas classic in a new way – through
the lens of faith. Rawle uses the iconic tale to help us understand God’s greatest gift of the
Christ child and of the kingdom Christ came to build. Much like Clara, we are all caught
in an Advent season, pondering a most extraordinary gift. Join us throughout Advent on
Sundays beginning November 28th at 8:15 a.m. or 11:30 a.m., or on Thursdays beginning
December 2nd at 6:30 p.m. If you’d like to reserve a book, call the office.
Submit your Favorite Christmas Carol On the 2nd Sunday of Advent, December 2nd, our
worship will be a time of lessons and carols. During this time, we will learn the background
to some of our favorite carols. If there is a particular carol you’d like to us to considered
including, please let the office know.
Tithes and Offerings may be mailed to the church office or made online through our
website, www.firstpresgfmt.org.
Our times of worship are live streamed on our YouTube channel and Facebook page.
Search for “First Presbyterian Church Great Falls MT” on either site. Recordings of
previous live streams will remain on both sites. Direct links to upcoming live streams can
be found on our website and in the weekly Saturday morning email. If for some reason, the
live stream fails, we will establish a new stream connection. Return to our YouTube
channel home page, or Facebook page, to find the new link.
Souler Energy, our weekly Sunday Worship broadcast, can be viewed every Sunday at
9:30 a.m. on KFBB TV Channel 5 (cable channel 9).
Prayer Partners Prayer requests may be made by calling Jane Snowberger (761-0518) or
Marla Wilckens (452-0226).
Upper Room, Bulletins, Sermon Manuscripts If you would like any of these mailed to
you on a weekly basis, please let the office know.
Pictorial Directory We are organizing an inhouse production of an updated pictorial
directory. To help us, please send us an individual picture of everyone in your household,
as well as a group picture. If you prefer, we can arrange for someone to take the pictures at
the church, or in your home. If it is convenient for you, today there will be an opportunity
to have pictures taken after worship.

Today, we conclude our look at the biblical practice of “Confess”.
We will focus on”
~Confess
~Repent: As Individuals
~Repent: As Communities
~Repair
Following Jesus is a lifelong journey where we learn and do what Jesus said and did. And
it takes practice. And practice. And more practice. Not so we main obtain perfection, but
rather to open and honestly put our faith and love into action. Learning about and following
these different practices will help form our worship, adult education classes, children and
youth education classes, even some congregation events.
All church meetings, classes, and events (including worship) held at the church are hybrid
events, which means you can attend in person, or online through either YouTube or Zoom,
depending on the event. Please respect the comfort and safety level of others, including
honoring social distancing and potentially wearing a mask. Also, if you are not feeling
well, please stay home and join us online (either on YouTube or Zoom).
Financial Update:
Income
Expenses
Difference

October November to Date
$37,758.58
$24,958.59
$45,131.52
$34,406.13
($7,372.94)
($9,447.54)

Year to Date
$379,687.80
$437,638.26
($57,950.46)

WOW (Worship on Wednesday) (formerly Midweek Ministry) has been rebranded as a
ministry for all ages. There are programs for children, youth, young adults, adults. Our
hope is to attract community members as well as congregation members. Childcare will be
available for all under 3. Dinner is served at 6:00 p.m., with programs/classes to follow.
Invite a neighbor and join us!
If you are not receiving emails, including the Saturday morning “Church Update”, please
send your current email address to the office, secretary@firstpresgfmt.org.
TOWN PUMP CHALLENGE Town Pump has again selected FISH to be part of the
2021 campaign – “MONTANANS HELPING MONTANANS”. This is the 20th year for
Town Pump's support of food banks. Through November 30, Town Pump will match each
dollar collected by FISH up to $25,000. If you wish to help reach the FISH goal, please
send your donation to the church office (noted for FISH) or to FISH, Box 662, Great Falls,
MT 59403. UPDATE: Fish has exceeded their goal! So far they have raised $26,000.
Thanks to all who donated.

Christmas Mid-Day Dinner Join us Sunday, December 12 at 11:45 a.m. in the social hall
as we celebrate Christmas with a fellowship dinner. Menu includes: Garden Salad, Herb
Roasted Beef Roast, Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, Corn Pudding, Garlic Green Beans,
Chocolate Cheesecake Mousse, rolls, and drinks (coffee, tea, water, and punch) Cost is
$7.00 for adults, $4.00 for children. Please help us in our preparation by contacting the
office to sign up before Wednesday, December 8 at noon.
When the frost is on the pumpkin, it’s time to start leafing through that cookbook collection
– or the internet – for the stews, breads, soups, casseroles and cookies that seem to taste
best in autumn. The new church cookbook, Feeding the Flock, is now available. It was
put together by Presbyterian Women from recipes shared by the congregation. The book is
available in the church office and soon, during Fellowship Time. Price is $15 for one or
two for $27. As an added bonus, if you purchase the books during Fellowship Time, you
may receive a vintage First Presbyterian collectible at no additional cost, as long as supplies
last.

COMING WORSHIP THEMES

November 28, 2021
1st Sunday of Advent
Chrismon Tree
Liturgist: Tom Hazen
Advent Candles: Debra & Scott Royce

December 5, 2021
nd
2 Sunday of Advent
Communion
Lessons and Carols
Advent Candles: Mary & Kurt Fagenstrom

December 12, 2021
3rd Sunday of Advent
Christmas Pageant
Advent Candles: WOW

December 19, 2021
4th Sunday of Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
The Coming Peace
Advent Candles: Ginger & Rick Blevins

MAY GOD BLESS THIS WEEK

Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom)
Today, Sunday, November 21
John is on Vacation through Saturday
8:15 a.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus
Adult Class
10:00 a.m. Worship
11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:30 a.m. Hanging of the Greens
Monday, November 22
1:00 p.m. Prayer Partners
6:30 p.m. Beth Moore’s “Here and Now, There
and Then” Bible Study
Tuesday, November 23
9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. Board of Deacons
Wednesday, November 24
7:00 a.m. Men’s Group
6:00 p.m. WOW (Worship on Wednesday) for all
ages
Thursday, November 25
Office Closed
Friday, November 26
Office Closed
Next Sunday, November 28
8:15 a.m. The Gift of the Nutcracker Class
10:00 a.m. Worship
11:00 a.m. Fellowship Time
11:30 a.m. The Gift of the Nutcracker Class

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER

Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom)
Thursday, December 2 .............................................. Spiritual Life Committee, 12:00 noon
Worship Committee, 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 4 .......................................................... PW Christmas Tea, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 12 ....................... Children & Youth Ministries Committee, 11:30 a.m.
Christmas Fellowship Dinner, 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, December 14.......................................................... Finance Committee, 4:00 p.m.
Property Committee, 5:30 p.m.
Friday, December 17....................................................................... Drop & Shop, 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 18 ................................................................. Drop & Shop, 11:00 a.m.
Thursday, December 23 ............................................ Spiritual Life Committee, 12:00 noon
Friday, December 24......... Christmas Eve Candlelight & Communion Worship, 7:00 p.m.
Monday, December 27-Thursday, January 30 ........................ Winter Bible Bash, 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, December 29 .................................. Movie Night – The Nutcracker, 6:00 p.m.

The Officers and Staff of First Presbyterian Church welcome you
to this time of worship and invite you to join us in ministry!
Head of the Church
Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior

Ginger Blevins
Alissa Brown
Mary Fagenstrom
Bruce Buer (Mod.)
Kitty Cornwell
Shirley Davis

Session
John Ritchie (Moderator)
Randy Houtz (Clerk)
Sharon Lindstrom
Gary McFerrin
Deacons
Barb Flaherty
Dave Herman
Tom Hazen
Chris Pfost

Scott Royce
Jane Snowberger
Jennie Yates
Deb Skinner
Marla Wilckens

Staff
Rev. John E Ritchie, Pastor (906-322-9490)
Liza Nosich, Accounts Payable/Payroll
Alissa Brown, CE Director
Financial Secretary
Joan Schmidt, Ministry of Music
Butch Steele, Worship Video Coordinator
Craig Anton, Facilities Manager
Alex Rosenleaf, Choir Director
Keyna Myers, Office Manager
Kari Rosenleaf, Bell Choir Director
Faith Janes, Publications Secretary
Johnny Ritchie, Music Assistant & Praise
Band Director

Paradoxes of Christian Virtues In Reaching for the Invisible God, Philip Yancey says
each virtue in 1 Corinthians 13:13 “enfolds a paradox.” Faith “will always mean believing
in what cannot be proven, committing to that of which we can never be sure.” Hope isn’t
“the fuel that keeps a person going” but what “emerges from the struggle, a byproduct of
faithfulness.” And love – “the greatest” virtue – is very counterintuitive. “Love involves
caring about people most of us would prefer not to care about,” writes Yancey. “By nature
we keep records, right wrongs, and demand our rights; love does not.”
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Prayer Requests for the Week of November 21, 2021
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. (Psalm 25:1)
This week’s staff/officer:
This week’s elder:
This week’s deacon:
This week’s ministry:
This week’s mission support:

Keyna Myers, Office Manager
Gary McFerrin
Dave Herman
Presbyterian Women
Charles and Melissa Johnson (Presbyterian
missionaries to Zambia)
This week’s home bound/care center: Judy Kinonen
This week’s families
Jan, Rae Lynn & Bryce Bloemendaal
Lynn Bloemendaal
Tracy & Jane Bratcher
Other prayer requests:
Christians and Missionaries in Haiti
Jarred
Thelma
Leif
Mark
Ayla Pfost
John Strople
The Family of Matt Lyon
Serenia
Lisa
Judy
Steve
Fred
The Family of Dwight Stevenson
Nikki & Nate
___________________________________

__________________________________

___________________________________

__________________________________

___________________________________

__________________________________

___________________________________

__________________________________

___________________________________
__________________________________
If an update on prayer requests has not been received after three weeks, the request will be
removed from this list. Please call the church to update the prayer list.

Notes from Worship – November 21, 2021
Luke 19:1-10
Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: Confess Repair
Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give
to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.”
Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of
Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.”
(Luke 19:8-10, New Revised Standard Version)

