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God With Us

Rev. John Ritchie

While discerning the future God has for us, it might be helpful to keep in mind what Philip Nation,
Director of Advancement and Global Impact Churches with the Baptist World Alliance, presents as attitude
adjustments necessary for the life of a congregation preparing to follow God's lead into future mission and
purpose.
Our neighbors are not problems to avoid or projects to fix but people to invite into friendships. One
thing that will solve every woe of decline in the church is quite simple: Gospel-focused friendships with
lost people.
All of the easy places of ministry are illusions. Sinful people and broken lives are involved. It requires
perseverance. So be nice to difficult people, because after all, you are one.
Speak about the church in the first person. It is always “we” and never “you guys”, “y’all”, or “the
church.” If your conversations are filled with saying to church leaders “You ought to be doing…” or “The
church ought to…” then you'regiving in to the temptation of being a consumer rather than a co-laborer.
The church is not here to serve you. You are the church here to serve Jesus and God's mission.
Recommit yourself to daily and deep study of God's Word. Bible engagement is the top factor that
affects spiritual growth more than anything else. We know this intuitively, we have experienced it
personally, and it has been proven statistically. Get busy studying the Word.
Passionately pray for the Holy Spirit to bring a great awakening. No great spiritual movement
happens without God’s people crying out to God in prayer. Pray in every environment of your life from
personal devotions to Bible study groups to worship services.
Replace complaints about lost preferences with discussions about Jesus. Titles for Bible study groups,
which announcements get made, temperature of the sanctuary, music style, & program emphases all change
over time. If your conversations are more about church preferences than Jesus, you do not have priorities that
need rearranging. You have idols to tear down.
The fruitful growth of our church is directly related to the faithful work of our members. There is no
program or innovative strategy that will grow the church effectively. Ministry and growth is a personal
business done by people who are personally invested in people who need Jesus. When you see a void in
ministry, don't point at it. Serve in it.
Know your one. Have one local person that you are praying for their salvation and looking for
opportunities to present the Gospel. This is the consuming passion in the life of a disciple.
May we be open to becoming the disciples God needs, and will use.
Peace Through Faith, Hope, and Love!
John
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Alissa Brown
Christian Education Director

Trunk - or -Treat Praise!!!
Thank you again to all who came and helped make this a
great time for everyone who participated. Here are just a few
numbers from that night.
359 cars, 886 kids, 1425 total people, 300 bags of popcorn,
700 cups of hot cocoa, at least 17,000 pieces of candy, 300
VBS invitations, 420 invitations to Christmas Eve, 32
volunteers, 30 degrees outside.
CYM has started a food pantry for our community. This is
available for anyone in the community to use. The hours are
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. M-F. There will be a phone number to a
track phone posted for emergency need during the
weekend. There are several CYM members that will be
trading the cell phone for on call weekend emergencies.
Peace Place and WOW will be having food drives to keep
the pantry stocked. The congregation is welcome to bring
donations for the food pantry as well. As well as nonperishable food items, we are also stocking basic hygiene
items, diapers, wipes, socks, basic cleaning supplies, and
minimal cookware and dish ware – utensils. Can openers are
always welcome as well as powdered milk. If you are
replacing your pots and pans or dish/silverware, please
think of us and donate your previous set to the food pantry.
For donation location please call the office.

Food Pantry

The next Beth Moore Bible study will be Wising Up.
There are 4 parts to this series, with 3 sessions in each
part. The first 3 session part will begin on December 6th
and end December 20th. We will meet on Monday nights
at 6:30 p.m. in the Ross Library, and by Zoom. If you
would like more information, please contact Alissa or
call the church office.
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The Christmas Pageant this year will be Prepping
for the Landing of Christ. The premiere showing
will be during worship on December 12th.

OF

CHR ST
This event will be open to people in the
congregation as well as the community. If you are
looking for a way to go Christmas shopping without
little eyes and ears spying on what you are doing,
bring your kiddos on down to a safe and fun event
so that you can shop freely. You have the choice
between Friday night, December 17 th from 6:008:00 p.m. and Saturday December 18 th from 11:002:00 p.m. There is no charge for this event, a
freewill offering will be taken. There will be a light
meal, crafts, games and a variety of activities
available. Register soon to secure your spot by
calling the church office!

WINTER

BIBLE BASH

If you are looking for something for your kids or
grandkids to do during their holiday break, we have
the answer! Join us for our Winter Bible Bash;
Finding Jesus under the Sea. Monday 12/27 –
Thursday 12/30 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Snacks,
games, crafts, Bible study and much more will be
offered. This event is free of charge, but donations
are always welcome. Pre-register by calling the
church office as spaces are limited.
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Last Months
Answer Key Below!
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Financial Update:
Income
Expenses
Difference

October
$37,758.58
$45,131.52
($7,372.94)

January thru October
$354,729.21
$403,232.13
($48,502.92)

Budget thru October
$288,118.00
$392,396.00
($104,278.00)

FISH wants thanks those in the congregation who contributed to the Town Pump Challenge.
FISH has exceed the goal by raising $26,000. Thanks for your help.

COMING WORSHIP
THEMES
November 28, 2021
1st Sunday of Advent
Chrismons
Liturgist: Tom Hazen
Advent Candles: Debra & Scott Royce
December 5, 2021
2nd Sunday of Advent
Communion
Lessons and Carols
Advent Candles: Mary & Kurt
Fagenstrom
December 12, 2021
3rd Sunday of Advent
Christmas Pageant
Advent Candles: WOW

6

December 19, 2021
4th Sunday of Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
The Coming Peace
Advent Candles: Ginger & Rick Blevins
December 24, 2021 – 7:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve
Candlelight & Communion Service
The Candle Creche
Advent Candles: Kerri & Jan Nelson
December 26, 2021
st
1 Sunday of Christmas
Colossians 3:12-17
New Clothes for Christmas
January 2, 2021
2nd Sunday of Christmas

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM FELLOWSHIP
As we come upon one of the best times of the year, we prepare our hearts for Jesus. Although we sometimes
forget the real reason for Christmas, Jesus is the reason for this time of joy, hope and prayer. A time of love,
laughter and thoughtfulness, we share our gifts with others lifting them up and restoring the place The Holy
Spirit resides. This season will bring us PEACE AND GRACE.
December 12, 2021, we are setting the Christmas Dinner from evening to mid-day! Since it becomes dark so
early, we set a time that will be a more convenient so more of our congregation can attend our sumptuous
meal and join each other in renewing friendships, perhaps meeting someone new or just wanting to be social.
We will meet you in the Social Hall with open arms and loving hearts.
CHRISTMAS MID-DAY DINNER
WELCOME ONE AND ALL!
SUNDAY DECEMBER 12, 2021
11:45 a.m.
SOCIAL HALL

Dinner Menu

Garden Salad
Herb Roasted Beef Roast
Gravy
Mashed Potatoes
Corn Pudding
Garlic Green Beans
Chocolate Cheesecake Mousse
We will provide coffee, tea, water, punch and rolls.
Fee: $7.00 per adult
$4.00 per child
RESERVATIONS ARE DUE DECEMBER 8, BY NOON
Call the Church
453-1411
NO COFFEE HOUR ON DECEMBER 12
7

The Gift of the Nutcracker
The Nutcracker was first performed in 1892 and quickly
became a holiday tradition, one that continues for many
families to this day. In The Gift of the Nutcracker, Matt
Rawle takes a look at this Christmas classic in a new way –
through the lens of faith. Rawle uses the iconic tale to help
us understand God’s greatest gift of the Christ child and of
the kingdom Christ came to build. Much like Clara, we are
all caught in an Advent season, pondering a most
extraordinary gift. Join us throughout Advent on Sundays
beginning November 28th at 8:15 a.m. or 11:30 a.m., or on
Thursdays beginning December 2nd at 6:30 p.m. If you’d
like to reserve a book, call the office.

50 Ways to Take Church to the Community (From the
Lewis Center for Church Leadership)
Connect Spiritual Outreach to Community Service
 Acknowledge that many served through feeding and
clothing ministries, justice ministries, weekday children’s
services, and other ministries of community service have
no other connections with our churches.


Ask if these ministries inadvertently convey an “us and them” attitude or communicate that
“you are not worthy of joining us.”



Identify aspects of church life, such as characteristics of the building or how people dress,
that may make some feel unwelcome. Are there alternatives that may reduce barriers for
some to enter?



Treat everyone as a person of dignity who deserves respect.



Extend genuine hospitality to those you serve.



Focus first on building relationships of understanding and trust.



Consider adding a spiritual or discipleship element to community service activities but
without any sense of expectation or requirement. For example, have a service or study
following ESL classes for any interested.



Seek to conduct each activity in a way that connects people to God and the church.
8

Our times of worship are live
streamed on our YouTube channel and
our Facebook page.

If you are not receiving emails, including
the Saturday morning “Church Update”,
please send your current email address to
the office, secretary@firstpresgfmt.org

For YouTube, search for “First
Presbyterian Church Great Falls
MT” on the YouTube website.
 For Facebook, search for “First
Presbyterian Church Great Falls
MT” on Facebook. Recordings of
previous live streams will remain
on our YouTube channel. Direct
links to upcoming live streams
can be found on our website and
in the weekly Saturday morning
email. If for some reason, the live
stream fails, we will establish a
new stream connection. Return to
our YouTube channel home page
or Facebook page to find the new
link.


Tithes and Offerings may be mailed to
the church office or made online through
our website, www.firstpresgfmt.org

Upper Room
The latest Upper Room has
arrived. If you would like a
copy mailed to you, please
let the office know!

Bulletins & Sermon Manuscripts
If you would like copies of the bulletin
and/or sermon manuscript mailed to you,
please let the office know.

Liturgist
Schedule

1/2 -------- Rees Davies

The praise band wants to learn and lead
your favorite worship song. Genre of the
song does not matter, they can be
contemporary praise, hymns, spirituals,
etc. Please submit your request to Johnny
Ritchie at praiseband@firstpresgfmt.org
or call/text at 260-224-5790.

1/9 -------- Marla Wilckens
1/16 ------ Deb Skinner
1/23 ------ Sara Buley
1/30 ------ Randy Houtz
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Meetings and Events
at the Church
All church meetings, classes, and
events (including worship) held at the
church will continue to be hybrid events,
which means you can attend in person, or
online through either YouTube or Zoom,
depending on the event. Please respect the
comfort and safety level of others,
including honoring social distancing and
potentially wearing a mask. Also, if you
are not feeling well, please stay home
and join us online (either on
YouTube or Zoom).

Buls, Janet

12/04

Davidson, Ian

12/06

Massey, Brian

12/07

Robitaille, Jo Ann

12/14

Bloemendaal, Jan

12/17

Pate, Janis

12/20

Fuller, Kaela

12/23

Koontz, Linda

12/24

Ashby Smith, Norma

12/27

Olson, Debbie

12/29
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thur

1
7:00a.m.-Mens
Group
9:00a.m.-Peace
Place
2:00p.m. CWR
3:00p.m. Peace
Place
6:00p.m.WOW

2
9:00a.m.-Peace
Place
12:00p.m.
Spiritual Life
Committee
3:00p.m. Peace
Place
5:00p.m.Worship
Committee
6:30 p.m.
Nutcracker
Class

3
4
9:00a.m.Peace Place 11:30a.m.-PW
Christmas Tea
3:00p.m.
Peace Place

7

8
7:00a.m.-Mens
Group
9:00a.m.-Peace
Place
2:00p.m. CWR
3:00p.m. Peace
Place
6:00p.m.WOW

9
9:00a.m.-Peace
Place
3:00p.m. Peace
Place
6:30 p.m.
Nutcracker
Class

10
9:00a.m.Peace Place
3:00p.m.
Peace Place

11

16
9:00a.m.-Peace
Place
12:00p.m.
PRESS Due
Date
3:00p.m. Peace
Place
6:30 p.m.
Nutcracker
Class

17
9:00a.m.Peace Place
3:00p.m.
Peace Place
6:00p.m.
Drop & Shop

18

23

24
7:00p.m.
Christmas
Eve Service

25

5
8:15 a.m.Nutcracker Class
10:00a.m.Worship
11:00a.m.Fellowship Time
11:30 a.m.
Nutcracker Class

6
9:00a.m.-Peace
Place
9:00a.m.Peace
Place Training
1:00p.m.Prayer Partners
3:00pm-Peace
Place
6:30p.m.-Beth
Moore Study

12
8:15 a.m.Nutcracker Class
10:00a.m.Christmas
Pageant
11:45 a.m.
Christmas
Fellowship
Dinner

13
9:00a.m.-Peace
Place
1:00p.m.Prayer Partners
6:30p.m.-Beth
Moore Study

14
9:00a.m.-Peace
Place
9:00a.m.-Staff
Mtg
3:00pm-Peace
Place
4:00p.m.Finance
Committee
5:30p.m.Property
Committee

15
7:00a.m.-Mens
Group
9:00a.m.-Peace
Place
2:00p.m. CWR
3:00p.m. Peace
Place
6:00p.m.WOW

19
8:15 a.m.Nutcracker Class
10:00a.m.Worship
11:00a.m.Fellowship Time
11:30 a.m.
Nutcracker Class

20
21
1:00p.m.9:00a.m.-Staff
Prayer Partners Mtg
6:30p.m.-Beth
Moore Study

22
7:00a.m.-Mens
Group
2:00p.m. CWR
6:00p.m.WOW

26
10:00a.m.Worship
11:00a.m.Fellowship Time

27
9:00a.m.
Winter Bible
Bash
1:00p.m.Prayer Partners
OFFICE CLOSED

9:00a.m.-Peace
Place
9:00a.m.-Staff
Mtg
3:00pm-Peace
Place

28
9:00a.m.-Staff
Mtg
6:30p.m.Deacon Mtg

The due date for the
JanuaryPRESS
articles will be
Thursday, December
16th by noon!
Fri
Sat

29
7:00a.m.-Mens
Group
2:00p.m. CWR
6:00p.m.Nutcracker
Showing
11

12:00p.m.
Spiritual Life
Committee
6:30 p.m.
Nutcracker
Class

OFFICE
CLOSED

30

Merry
Christmas!

31

For meeting places please
feel free to call the church office!

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday
8a.m.-3p.m.
406.453.1411

1315 Central Avenue
Great Falls, MT 59401
firstpresgfmt.org

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Great Falls, MT
Permit #351

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Friday, December 24th @ 7:00 p.m.

A Christmas Tea, for all women of First
Presbyterian Church, will be Saturday, Dec. 4, at
11:30 a.m. in the Graham Parlor.
If you have a favorite holiday treat to share, sweet
or savory, bring it along. There will be devotions,
door prizes, and time to greet friends old and new.
Should you need a ride, contact a member of
Presbyterian Women.
The next PW meeting is January 8th @ 10:00 a.m.
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