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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
Holy Spirit, you have awakened us to this new day. We praise you! 

Open our hearts to whatever new thing you are doing. 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church, in the name of Christ our Savior, our Sibling, our 
Friend. Amen. With voices full of excitement, attitudes full of enthusiasm, and spirits full 
of joy let us actively give our worship to God. 

Last week, how well did you live God’s message from Exodus 20:1-17 and 1 Corinthians 
1:10-17? How did you take a division within the Church, the body of Christ, and remind 
those involved to focus on the cross and self-sacrifice? When did you encourage those 
same people to bear the burdens of each other? 

Be sure to check-in through social media or text message to let your family members, 
friends and followers know you are here to praise God. And like us on Facebook. 

Please use the time before worship begins to prepare yourself for your offering of worship 
to God. Feel free to listen to music; read and meditate on the Scripture reading for today; 
or silently meditate on God’s grace, emptying your mind of all distractions. 

May you be renewed and strengthened this morning through our remembering baptism 
vows and celebration of the ordination and installation of officers. 

All music is copied, projected, and live streamed with permission, CCLI #2716126, 
OneLicense A-722348, CSPL 104723. 

All scripture passages quoted or refereed to are from the New Revised Standard Version 
(NRSV), unless noted. 

If you are comfortable standing, please do so when you see an asterisk “*”. There are 
hearing enhancement devices and large print bulletins available from the ushers. Please 
join us after worship for fellowship downstairs in the Social Hall. 

We are the Body of Christ 
Joyfully Worshiping God 

Compassionately Caring for One Another 
Humbly Serving Others 

Continually Growing Together in God’s Word 
And Actively Sharing the Good News of Christ 

May our worship be pleasing to God! 



GATHERING BEFORE GOD 
  Prelude Freu Dich, O Meine Seele (Rejoice, O My Soul), Sigfrid Karg-Elert, Op. 65 

  Time of Silence 

  Welcome 

*Call to Worship (Leader People) 
The Lord calls us by name 
and leads us to abundant life. 
We hear your voice 
and hurry to follow. 
The Lord prepares a table 
and lavishly pours out grace. 
We hear your invitation 
and take our place at the feast. 
The Lord gathers us in 
and welcomes us to the house of the Lord. 
O Lord, we hear your call 
and give you praise. 
All who hunger—gather gladly. 
We come to feast on the life-giving Word. 
Come to the waters; 
come, 
eat and drink. 
Here, 
love abounds and grace overflows. 
Come to Jesus; 
come, eat and be filled; 
may God’s blessing multiply as gifts are shared. 
We come to pour ourselves out in prayer and praise. 

*Song of Praise #515 I Come with Joy 

*Our Confession and God’s Forgiveness (Leader People) 
God meets us in our greatest need 
and satisfies us with divine presence and provision. 
We confess our sins 
in the presence of the One 
who blesses us and meets our need… 



God of abundance, 
in you there is always more than enough. 

But we see only scarcity: 
too few resources to share with our neighbors, 
too little energy to respond to those in need. 

You spread a table before us, 
but we are too busy judging those with whom we are seated. 

Our cup overflows, 
yet we worry there will not be enough. 

We turn from those who suffer 
rather than offering compassion and care. 

We confess that we are those disciples, 
who forget you mighty deeds, 
who misplace our priorities, 
who expect people to fend for themselves, 
who are afraid to take responsibility for others. 

You feed us with the bread of life, 
but we hunger for other things. 

Transform us, 
we pray. 

Open our hands 
to share freely and generously 

and stretch our hearts 
to new expressions of love… 
(Silent Personal Prayers of Confession) 

The God of steadfast love 
is our refuge and Savior. 

In Jesus, 
we who are broken 

are healed, 
forgiven, 
filled, 
and transformed. 

Alleluia! 
Amen. 

*Praising God for God’s Forgiveness Glory Be to the Father 
  



  



HEARING THE GOOD NEWS 
  Prayer for Illumination 

  Scripture & Message Exodus 13:3-10 
Matthew 14:1-21 

Biblical Practice for Faithful Living: 
Live in Community – Feast and Listen 

RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS 
*Song of Response #460 Break Thou the Bread of Life 

  Giving of God’s Tithe and Our Offerings 
  Invitation to Offering (Leader People) 

In the faithful hands of Jesus, 
our little 
is multiplied to feed many. 

We now offer our loaves and fishes 
even our very lives 

to the One who said, 
“Bring them here to me.” 

  Offertory Air (from Water Music), G.F. Handel 
  Prayer of Dedication (Leader People) 

God of abundance, 
in your hands 
meager offerings become bread to feed a multitude. 

Your mercy overflows 
to fill deserted landscapes with hope and grace. 

Bless these tithes and offerings, 
that they may become 

green pastures 
and still waters 

for any and all 
who need your comfort 
and restoration. 

Amen. 

  Message in Music Jesus Fed 5000 People, Kathy Ehlen 
  



  Ordination/Installation of Officers 
Statement on Ordination/Installation 
Presentation of Officers to be Ordained/Installed 

Elder to be Installed: 
April Hansen (Class of 2024) 

Deacon to be Ordained and Installed: 
Paula Jackson (Class of 2024) 

Deacon to be Installed: 
Judy Buer (Class of 2024) 

Re-Affirmation of Baptismal Vows including the Apostles’ Creed (Unison) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Ordination/Installation Questions 
Questions of the Congregation 
Prayer of Installation 
Declaration of Installation 
Charge to Service 
Blessing 

  



  Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer (Leader People) Kriewald 
Our Father in Heaven…Our Father in Heaven 

Hallowed be your Name…Hallowed be your Name 
Your Kingdom come…Your Kingdom come 

Your will be done…Your will be done 
On earth as in heaven…On earth as in heaven 

Give us today our daily bread…Give us today our daily bread 
Forgive us our sins…Forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those…As we forgive those 
Who sin against us…Who sin against us 

Save us from the time of trial…Save us from the time of trial 
And deliver us…And deliver us 

from evil…from evil 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours…For the kingdom, the power and 

the glory are yours 
Now and forever…Now and forever 

Amen…Amen. 

SENDING FOR SERVICE 
*Sending Song #366 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

*Charge (Leader People) 
We are the Body of Christ; 
Joyfully worshiping God, 
compassionately caring for one another, 
humbly serving others, 
continually growing together in God’s Word, 
and actively sharing the Good News of Christ. 

*Invitation to Discipleship 

*Blessing 

*Postlude Hyfrydol (Love Divine, All Loves Excelling), Healey Willan 

May our service be pleasing to God! 
  



SPECIAL NOTES ABOUT TODAY’S WORSHIP 
Ordinary Time The Christian year, sometimes referred to as the liturgical year, includes 
two seasons identified as ordinary time. The first runs from January 7th (if not a Sunday) 
to Ash Wednesday. The second goes from Trinity Sunday (which can be as early as May 
17 and as late as June 20, depending on the date of Easter) through Christ the King Sunday 
(the Sunday before Advent begins). The word “ordinary” as used here comes from the 
ordinal numerals by which the weeks are identified or counted, from the 1st week of 
Ordinary Time in January running up to, at times, the 34th week toward the end of 
November. Ordinary Time is the part of the liturgical year that falls outside the seasons of 
Advent/Christmas and Easter. Themes usually focus on the teaching of Jesus and growth 
as disciples of Jesus. The liturgical color is green, representing growth and life. 

The Time of Silence is an opportunity for you to clear yourself from what might distract 
you from fully giving your worship to God; for you to sit in the presence of God with 
nothing to do but simply be there; and to open yourself to the power of the Holy Spirit. 

I Come with Joy Brian Wren wrote this text as a summation of a series of sermons to his 
congregation on the meaning of Communion (1968, rev. 1977). Important theological 
themes are explained using simple straightforward words. This text affirms that Christian 
unity is not achievement but gift, one renewed each time we gather for the Lord’s Supper. 
There is a general move from the individual (“I come”) to the corporate (“together met, 
together bound”). Each of us enters as an “I” and leaves as part of “we.” The tune DOVE OF 
PEACE is an American folk melody first published in William Walker’s Southern Harmony 
(1854) as the setting for O Tell Me Where the Dove Has Flown to Build Her Downy Nest. 
The present arrangement is by Austin C. Lovelace. The setting was arranged for 
Ecumenical Praise (1977). Lovelace was born in 1919 and enjoyed a career as a music 
educator, teaching at several universities and seminaries, as well as serving nationally for 
the Methodist and Presbyterian churches. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Presbyterian Women is sponsoring a “Sweetheart Tree” (formerly known as the “Mitten 
Tree”) for donations of warm winterwear items. They are asking for new or gently used 
mittens, scarves, socks, hats etc. to be donated. These items can be pinned to the tree in the 
Social Hall through February 18. The items will then be donated to the Rescue Mission. 

Tithes and Offerings may be mailed to the church office or made online through our 
website, www.firstpresgfmt.org. 

http://www.firstpresgfmt.org/


What does it mean for us to live in community? How do we 
navigate our differences, find common ground, and learn to create 
a life together with all the unique aspects that make us who we 
are? When we read the Bible and consider the history of 
Christianity, it becomes clear that no one is able to, nor are we 
supposed to, follow Jesus on our own. We need one another for 

this journey of faith. As we look at the biblical practice of “Living in Community”, we will 
focus on the following dimensions of living in community: 

~Gather Across Differences 
~Feast and Listen 
~Uplift Those in Need 
~Support Those Who Depart 

Following Jesus is a lifelong journey where we learn and do what Jesus said and did. And 
it takes practice. And practice. And more practice. Not so we main obtain perfection, but 
rather to open and honestly put our faith and love into action. Learning about and following 
these different practices will help form our worship, adult education classes, children and 
youth education classes, even some congregation events. Adult Classes begin Thursday, 
January 6 and meet every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. (Zoom only) and Sundays at 8:15 a.m. (in 
the library and on Zoom). 

Souler Energy, our weekly Sunday Worship broadcast, can be viewed every Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. on KFBB TV Channel 5 (cable channel 9). 

Prayer Partners Prayer requests may be made by calling Jane Snowberger (761-0518) or 
Marla Wilckens (452-0226). 

Remember: articles for the PRESS, or eblast, are to be e-mailed directly to Faith at 
publications@firstpresgfmt.org. If you use her personal email address, or the office email 
of secretary@firstpresgfmt.org, there is no guarantee they will be noticed for inclusion in 
a timely manner. 

Our times of worship are live streamed on our YouTube channel and Facebook page. 
Search for “First Presbyterian Church Great Falls MT” on either site. Recordings of 
previous live streams will remain on both sites. Direct links to upcoming live streams can 
be found on our website and in the weekly Saturday morning email. If for some reason, the 
live stream fails, we will establish a new stream connection. Return to our YouTube 
channel home page, or Facebook page, to find the new link. 

mailto:publications@firstpresgfmt.org
mailto:secretary@firstpresgfmt.org


Upper Room, Bulletins, Sermon Manuscripts If you would like any of these mailed to 
you on a weekly basis, please let the office know. 

Pictorial Directory We will be finalizing our inhouse production of an updated pictorial 
directory in January. To help us, please send us an individual picture of everyone in your 
household, as well as a group picture. If you prefer, we can arrange for someone to take 
the pictures at the church, or in your home. If it is convenient for you, today there will be 
an opportunity to have pictures taken after worship. 

If you are not receiving emails, including the Saturday morning “Church Update”, please 
send your current email address to the office, secretary@firstpresgfmt.org. 

Mark your calendars now. The Deacons’ Spring Follies will be March 20. 

All church meetings, classes, and events (including worship) held at the church are hybrid 
events, which means you can attend in person, or online through either YouTube or Zoom, 
depending on the event. Please respect the comfort and safety level of others, including 
honoring social distancing and potentially wearing a mask. Also, if you are not feeling 
well, please stay home and join us online (either on YouTube or Zoom). The normal Zoom 
meeting ID is 491 101 0646 and the passcode is 406884 or type the following into your 
web browser: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4911010646?pwd=azRJamU5dFRFdTdXU3R5Um1UZ09wZz09 

Financial Update: January  February to Date 2022 to Date 
Income $25,774.79 $3,491.86 $29,266.65 
Expenses $31,091.18 $14,292.42 $45,233.97 
Difference ($5,316.39) ($10,650.93) ($15,967.32) 

WOW (Worship on Wednesday) has programs for children, youth, young adults, and 
adults. Our hope is to attract community members as well as congregation members. 
Childcare will be available for all under 3. Dinner is served at 6:00 p.m., with 
programs/classes to follow. Invite a neighbor and join us! 
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COMING WORSHIP THEMES 
February 20, 2022 

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Deuteronomy 24:14-22 

Acts 6:1-7 
Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: Live 

in Community – Uplift Those in Need 

February 27, 2022 
Transfiguration of the Lord Sunday 

Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
Acts 15:36-41 

Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: Live 
in Community – Support Those Who 

Depart 

March 2, 2022 
Ash Wednesday 

March 6, 2022 
1st Sunday in Lent 
Numbers 29:7-11 

Matthew 4:1-4; 6:16-18 
Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 
Practice Spiritual Disciplines – Fast 

March 13, 2022 
2nd Sunday in Lent 

Matthew 6:1-15 
Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 
Practice Spiritual Disciplines – Pray 

 

MAY GOD BLESS THIS WEEK 
Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom) 

Today, Sunday, February 13 8:15 a.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 
Adult Class 

 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:15 a.m. Fellowship Time 
  Worship Task Force Meeting 
Tuesday, February 15 10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
 6:30 p.m. Session Meeting 
Wednesday, February 16 7:00 a.m. Men’s Group 
 6:00 p.m. WOW (Worship on Wednesday) 
Thursday, February 17 6:30 p.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 

Adult Class (Zoom only) 
Saturday, February 19 10:00 a.m. Presbyterian Women 
Next Sunday, February 20 8:15 a.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 

Adult Class 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:15 a.m. Fellowship Time 
 11:30 a.m. Children & Youth Ministries Committee 
  Listening Group 



UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom) 

Tuesday, February 22.............................................................. Board of Deacons, 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, February 24 .............................................. Spiritual Life Committee, 12:00 noon 
Sunday, February 27 ................................................................ Annual Meeting, 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, March 1 ..................................................... Souler Energy Committee, 12:00 noon 
Wednesday, March 2 ........................................ Drive-Thru Imposition of Ashes, 7:00 a.m. 

Drive-Thru Imposition of Ashes, 11:30 a.m. 
Ash Wednesday Dinner & Worship, 6:00 p.m. 

Thursday, March 3 ............................................................... Worship Committee, 5:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 8 .................................................................. Finance Committee, 4:00 p.m. 

Property Committee, 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday, March 12 ........................................................... Presbyterian Women, 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday, March 13 ............................. Children & Youth Ministries Committee, 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, March 15 .......................... Joint Session & Board of Deacons Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
  



 
The Officers and Staff of First Presbyterian Church welcome you 

to this time of worship and invite you to join us in ministry! 
Head of the Church 

Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior 
Session 

John Ritchie (Moderator) 
Ginger Blevins 
Alissa Brown 

Mary Fagenstrom 

Randy Houtz (Clerk) 
Sharon Lindstrom 

Gary McFerrin 

Scott Royce 
Jane Snowberger 

Jennie Yates 
Deacons 

Bruce Buer (Mod.) 
Shirley Davis 

Barb Flaherty 
Tom Hazen 

Dave Herman 
Chris Pfost 

Deb Skinner 
Marla Wilckens 

Staff 
Rev. John E Ritchie, Pastor (906-322-9490) 

Alissa Brown, CE Director 
Joan Schmidt, Ministry of Music 
Craig Anton, Facilities Manager 
Keyna Myers, Office Manager 

Faith Janes, Publications Secretary 

Liza Nosich, Accounts Payable/Payroll 
Financial Secretary 

Butch Steele, Worship Video Coordinator 
Alex Rosenleaf, Choir Director 

Kari Rosenleaf, Bell Choir Director 
Johnny Ritchie, Music Assistant & Praise 

Band Director

Beyond Candy Hearts and Roses The first half of February seems dominated by pink and 
red, cards and candy. But people not in a loving romantic relationship can sometimes feel 
left out of the festivities. Of course, all people need love – and certainly love is not limited 
to the romantic kind. Author Leo Buscaglia, who became known as “Dr. Love” for writing 
about the topic, said, “Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind 
word, a listening ear, an honest compliment or the smallest act of caring, all of which have 
the potential to turn a life around.” Jesus taught that loving one another is second only in 
importance to loving God (Matthew 22:37-40), and that when we love one another, God 
lives in us (1 John 4:12). There are so many ways to do that – beyond candy hearts and 
roses! But Valentine’s Day is as good a reminder as any. 
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Prayer Requests for the Week of February 13, 2022 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. (Psalm 25:1) 

This week’s staff/officer: Keyna Myers, Office Manager 
This week’s elder: Jennie Yates 
This week’s deacon: Bruce Buer 
This week’s ministry: Men’s Fellowship 
This week’s mission support: FISH 
This week’s home bound/care center: Donna Lewis 
This week’s families Steve, Meghan, Grant & Gannon Grady 

Ken & Virginia Grady 
Randy & Nora Gray 

Other prayer requests: 
Thelma Kevin Hicks The Family of Lee Pate 
Donna and Family Bill & Rosanne Davis Beth & Family 
Lucy Joan Schmidt & Family 

 ___________________________________   __________________________________  

 ___________________________________   __________________________________  

 ___________________________________   __________________________________  

 ___________________________________   __________________________________  

 ___________________________________   __________________________________  

 ___________________________________   __________________________________  

 ___________________________________   __________________________________  
If an update on prayer requests has not been received after three weeks, the request will be 

removed from this list. Please call the church to update the prayer list.  

mailto:secretary@firstpresgfmt.org
http://www.firstpresgfmt.org/


 

Notes from Worship – February 13, 2022 
Exodus 13:3-10 

Matthew 14:1-21 
Biblical Practices for Faithful Living: 
Live in Community – Feast and Listen 

Moses said to the people, “Remember this day on which you came out of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery, because the LORD brought you out from there by strength of hand…. You shall 

tell [about it to] your children.” 
(Exodus 13:3, 8, New Revised Standard Version) 

When it was evening, the disciples came to Jesus and said, “This is a deserted place, and the 
hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 
themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 

They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” And all ate and were filled; 
and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 

(Matthew 14:15-17, 20, New Revised Standard Version) 
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