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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
Jesus, sometimes we’re the prodigal (wasteful) child in your parable, sometimes the 

resentful one. But help us be like the father: unconditionally loving to all. 

Wherever we have been, whatever we have done, our all-loving heavenly Father welcomes 
us into his arms. Let us worship. With voices full of excitement, attitudes full of 
enthusiasm, and spirits full of joy let us actively give our worship to God. 

Last week, how well did you live God’s message from 1 Kings 19:1-18 and Mark 1:35-
39? How did you take time to listen to God? What did God say to you? 

Be sure to check-in through social media or text message to let your family members, 
friends and followers know you are here to praise God. And like us on Facebook. 

Please use the time before worship begins to prepare yourself for your offering of worship 
to God. Feel free to listen to music; read and meditate on the Scripture reading for today; 
or silently meditate on God’s grace, emptying your mind of all distractions. 

All music is copied, projected, and live streamed with permission, CCLI #2716126, 
OneLicense A-722348, CSPL 104723. 

All scripture passages quoted or refereed to are from the New Revised Standard Version 
(NRSV), unless noted. 

If you are comfortable standing, please do so when you see an asterisk “*”. There are 
hearing enhancement devices and large print bulletins available from the ushers. Please 
join us after worship for fellowship downstairs in the Social Hall. 

We are the Body of Christ 
Joyfully Worshiping God 

Compassionately Caring for One Another 
Humbly Serving Others 

Continually Growing Together in God’s Word 
And Actively Sharing the Good News of Christ 

May our worship be pleasing to God! 

  



GATHERING BEFORE GOD 
  Prelude Herr Jesu Christ, dich zu uns wend’ (Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now), 

J.S. Bach 

  Time of Silence 

  Welcome 

*Call to Worship (Leader People) 
Jesus says, 
“Where two or three are gathered in my name, 
I am there among them.” 

Jesus is here. 
Calling us to the water, 
beckoning us to the feast, 

Jesus is here. 
Speaking to our spirits, 
listening to our prayers, 

Jesus is here. 
Binding us as one body, 
sending us out in service, 

Jesus is here. 
Jesus says, 
“Where two or three are gathered in my name, 
I am there among them.” 

Jesus is here. 
Let us worship the Lord. 

*Song of Praise #775 I Want Jesus to Walk with Me 

*Our Confession and God’s Forgiveness (Leader People) 
In worship and at work, 
in life and in loss, 
now and in every moment, 

Jesus is among us: 
loving us, 
teaching us, 
and hoping to lead us. 

  



But we focus on those needs, 
on those desires 

that keep us from recognizing Jesus. 
And so, 
we confess 

all that we have done 
against God and others, 

as we pray… 
We pray, 
O God; 

“Forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.” 

Yet we confess 
our lives show forth little mercy. 

We pass judgment on people 
who think 
and live 

differently than do we. 
Suspicion, 
jealousy, 
and quarrels 

infect our relationships, 
and keep us 
from building communities where everyone 

feels welcome 
and known. 

You teach us 
to seek reconciliation 
with those who have wronged us; 

but we let resentment smolder 
until anger flares, 

destroying any chance of peace. 
We blame others 

and refuse to repent. 
Merciful God, 

once again, 
we ask your forgiveness. 



Make space 
in our wounded hearts 

for the possibility of forgiveness. 
Teach us 
and guide us 

to turn towards others 
as you have turned toward us, 

extending to them 
what we have received 
so abundantly from you: 

gracious acceptance, 
saving help, 
and love 

that will bind us together… 
(Silent Personal Prayers of Confession) 
Gathered as God’s people, 
we hear the good news: 

God 
has forgiven us, 

broken, 
we are healed. 

God 
has made us whole, 

alone, 
we are welcomed 

into the body of Christ. 
God 
sends us to serve, 

we will not wear jealousy 
or resentment, 

instead, 
we are clothed 
with the garments 

of peace 
and hope. 

Amen. 
  



HEARING THE GOOD NEWS 
  Message in Music Amazing Grace, Arr. Fred E. Weatherly 

  Prayer for Illumination 

  Scripture & Message Matthew 18:15-20 
Reproving Another Who Sins 

RESPONDING TO THE GOOD NEWS 
*Affirmation of Faith (Leader People) The Heidelberg Catechism, Question 85, adapted 

How is the kingdom of heaven 
closed and opened by Christian discipline? 
According to the command of Jesus: 
Those who, though called Christians, 

profess unchristian teachings or live unchristian lives, 
and who after repeated personal and loving admonitions, 

refuse to abandon their errors and evil ways, 
and who after being reported to the church, that is, 

to those ordained by the church for that purpose, 
fail to respond also to the church’s admonitions— 

such persons the church excludes 
from the Christian community 
by withholding the sacraments from them, 

and God also excludes them from the kingdom of Christ. 
Such persons, 

when promising and demonstrating genuine reform, 
are received again 

as members of Christ 
and of his church.1 

*Song of Response #302 When Hands Reach Out and Fingers Trace 
  



  Giving of God’s Tithe and Our Offerings 
  Moment for Mission – One Great Hour of Sharing 
  Invitation to Offering (Leader People) 

Paul’s counsel to the church in Rome was this: 
“Owe no one anything, 

except to love one another.” Romans 13:8 
We show our love for one another 
and all of God’s creation 

by sharing what we have been given 
so that needs are met 
and the gospel is proclaimed. 

  Offertory Sonata in D Major (K. 288), Domenico Scarlatti 
  Prayer of Dedication (Unison) 

May our gifts go forth into our world, 
so that where people hunger, 

they may be fed; 
where there is war, 

peace might be welcomed; 
where families are broken, 

they may be made whole. 
Then others will be as blessed 
as we have been 

by your love, 
grace, 
and compassion. 

In Jesus’ name, 
we offer our gifts 
and this prayer of gratitude. 

Amen. 
  Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
  Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer Malotte 
  



SENDING FOR SERVICE 
*Sending Song #307 God of Grace and God of Glory 

*Charge (Leader People) 
We are the Body of Christ; 
Joyfully worshiping God, 
compassionately caring for one another, 
humbly serving others, 
continually growing together in God’s Word, 
and actively sharing the Good News of Christ. 

*Invitation to Discipleship 

*Blessing 

*Postlude God of Grace, Setting by Paul Manz 

May our service be pleasing to God! 

SPECIAL NOTES ABOUT TODAY’S WORSHIP 
Lent is the fourth season of the Christian year. Its length is the 40 days preceding Easter 
Day, not counting Sundays. This means Lent always begins on a Wednesday, known as 
Ash Wednesday. Lent commemorates Jesus’ fast and temptation in the wilderness which 
lasted 40 days. Just as Jesus confronted his temptations during these 40 days, Lent helps 
us focus on our most basic need as sinners: forgiveness. The only way our Lord’s forgiving 
power can become effective in our lives is by our taking the initiative to confront our sins, 
confess them and repent of them. In short, Lent is a season of penitence. The liturgical 
color is purple. 

The Time of Silence is an opportunity for you to clear yourself from what might distract 
you from fully giving your worship to God; for you to sit in the presence of God with 
nothing to do but simply be there; and to open yourself to the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Today’s Affirmation of Faith notes Matthew 18:15–18; 1 Corinthians 5; 2 Thessalonians 
3:14–15; John 2:13–22; and 2 John 10–11 as supporting Scripture references. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
If you would like to make a donation through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to help 
in the aid of refugees, you may do so through the church. Please note on your donation 
PDA #DR000156 or Refugee Aid. 



The annual meeting of the congregation and corporation will be today following worship, 
in the sanctuary. The Annual Report for 2021, including the financial reports for 2021, will 
be presented and discussed. In addition, the congregation will act upon the dissolution of 
the Pastor’s call with terms mutually agreed upon by the Session and the Reverend John 
Ritchie. If you would like the Annual Report mailed to you, please let the office know. 

Tithes and Offerings may be mailed to the church office or made online through our 
website, www.firstpresgfmt.org. 

Souler Energy, our weekly Sunday Worship broadcast, can be viewed every Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. on KFBB TV Channel 5 (cable channel 9). 

Remember: articles for the PRESS, or eblast, are to be e-mailed directly to Faith at 
publications@firstpresgfmt.org. If you use her personal email address, or the office email 
of secretary@firstpresgfmt.org, there is no guarantee they will be noticed for inclusion in 
a timely manner. 

If you are not receiving emails, including the Saturday morning “Church Update”, please 
send your current email address to the office, secretary@firstpresgfmt.org. 

Our times of worship are live streamed on our YouTube channel and Facebook page. 
Search for “First Presbyterian Church Great Falls MT” on either site. Recordings of 
previous live streams will remain on both sites. Direct links to upcoming live streams can 
be found on our website and in the weekly Saturday morning email. If for some reason, the 
live stream fails, we will establish a new stream connection. Return to our YouTube 
channel home page, or Facebook page, to find the new link. 

Financial Update: February March to Date 2022 to Date 
Income $21,412.13 $16,168.44 $63,355.36 
Expenses $33,604.82 $37,918.49 $102,614.49 
Difference ($12,192.69) ($21,750.05) ($39,259.13) 

WOW (Worship on Wednesday) has programs for children, youth, young adults, and 
adults. Our hope is to attract community members as well as congregation members. 
Childcare will be available for all under 3. Dinner is served at 6:00 p.m., with 
programs/classes to follow. Invite a neighbor and join us! 

Prayer Partners Prayer requests may be made by calling Jane Snowberger (761-0518) or 
Marla Wilckens (452-0226). 

http://www.firstpresgfmt.org/
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We are currently looking at the biblical practice of “Practice 
Spiritual Disciplines”. Spiritual disciplines are practices we 
undertake intentionally to deepen our relationship with God, and 
to be transformed into better disciples of Jesus. As we look at the 
Biblical Practice of Spiritual Disciplines, we will focus on these 
six aspects: 

~Fast 
~Pray 
~Listen to God 
~Embrace Simplicity 
~Unplug 
~Try New Spiritual Disciplines 

Following Jesus is a lifelong journey where we learn and do what Jesus said and did. And 
it takes practice. And practice. And more practice. Not so we main obtain perfection, but 
rather to open and honestly put our faith and love into action. Learning about and following 
these different practices will help form our worship, adult education classes, children and 
youth education classes, even some congregation events. Adult Classes begin Thursday, 
January 6 and meet every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. (Zoom only) and Sundays at 8:15 a.m. (in 
the library and on Zoom). 

All church meetings, classes, and events (including worship) held at the church are hybrid 
events, which means you can attend in person, or online through either YouTube or Zoom, 
depending on the event. Please respect the comfort and safety level of others, including 
honoring social distancing and potentially wearing a mask. Also, if you are not feeling 
well, please stay home and join us online (either on YouTube or Zoom). The normal Zoom 
meeting ID is 491 101 0646 and the passcode is 406884 or type the following into your 
web browser: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4911010646?pwd=azRJamU5dFRFdTdXU3R5Um1UZ09wZz09 

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month. Across Montana, efforts are underway to raise 
awareness about the impact and prevalence of child abuse and neglect, as well as to 
encourage community members to support families to ensure all children grow up in a safe 
and nurturing environment. As part of the efforts, April 24th is designated as National Blue 
Sunday, a day dedicated to raising awareness within the faith community about preventing 
child abuse and neglect in our community. This week we keep all those who have suffered 
from abuse and neglect in our prayers and encourage people to reach out to a local 
organization that supports the development of healthy and strong families in our 
community. We need your help to end child abuse and neglect in Montana. 
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MAY GOD BLESS THIS WEEK 
Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom) 

Today, Sunday, March 27 8:15 a.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 
Adult Class 

 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:15 a.m. Annual Meeting 
Monday, March 28 6:30 p.m. Women’s Bible Study 
Tuesday, March 29 10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
Wednesday, March 30 7:00 a.m. Men’s Group 
 6:00 p.m. WOW (Worship on Wednesday) Game 

Night 
Thursday, March 31 6:30 p.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 

Adult Class (Zoom only) 
Friday, April 1 – Sunday, April 3  Presbytery of Glacier Meeting in 

Hamilton 
Next Sunday, April 3 8:15 a.m. The Biblical Practice of Following Jesus 

Adult Class 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:15 a.m. Fellowship Time 
 11:30 a.m. Listening Groups 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
Unless noted, all events are hybrid (in person and live-streamed or via Zoom) 

Tuesday, April 5....................................................... Souler Energy Committee, 12:00 noon 
Thursday, April 7 ................................................................. Worship Committee, 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, April 10 ............................... Children & Youth Ministries Committee, 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, April 12.................................................................. Finance Committee, 4:00 p.m. 

Property Committee, 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday, April 14 ................................................................................... Maundy Thursday 
Friday, April 15 ................................................................................................. Good Friday 
Saturday, April 16 ...................................................... Family Easter Celebration, 1:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 19....................................................................... Session Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, April 23 ............................................................. Presbyterian Women, 10:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, April 26.................................................................... Board of Deacons, 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday, April 28 .................................................... Spiritual Life Committee, 12:00 noon 
  



 
The Officers and Staff of First Presbyterian Church welcome you 

to this time of worship and invite you to join us in ministry! 
Head of the Church 

Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior 
Session 

John Ritchie (Moderator) 
Ginger Blevins 
Alissa Brown 

Mary Fagenstrom 

April Hansen 
Randy Houtz (Clerk) 

Jane Snowberger 
Jennie Yates 

Deacons 
Judy Buer 

Barb Flaherty 
Tom Hazen 

Dave Herman 
Paula Jackson 
Deb Skinner 

Staff 
Rev. John E Ritchie, Pastor (906-322-9490) 

Alissa Brown, CE Director 
Joan Schmidt, Ministry of Music 
Keyna Myers, Office Manager 

Faith Janes, Publications Secretary 

Liza Nosich, Accounts Payable/Payroll 
Financial Secretary 

Butch Steele, Worship Video Coordinator 
Alex Rosenleaf, Choir Director 

Kari Rosenleaf, Bell Choir Director 

Our Stain Remover From sanitizers and soaps to solutions and sprays, many products 
promise to eliminate germs and grime. Unfortunately, they often fall short. Just think how 
many items in your closet or kitchen have been ruined by stubborn stains. What if we were 
that concerned about ridding our lives and hearts of sin? What if we spent as much time 
confessing and repenting as scrubbing and laundering? The good news is that with one 
“application” (the cross), Jesus makes us “whiter than snow” (Psalm 51:7). Praise be to our 
unblemished Lamb, the perfect stain remover! 



 

First Presbyterian Church 
1315 Central Avenue 

Great Falls, Montana 59401 
(406) 453-1411 

secretary@firstpresgfmt.org 
www.firstpresgfmt.org 

firstpresgfmt 
 

Prayer Requests for the Week of March 27, 2022 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. (Psalm 25:1) 

This week’s staff/officer: Alissa Brown, Christian Education Director 
This week’s elder: Jane Snowberger 
This week’s deacon: Judy Buer 
This week’s ministry: Property Committee 
This week’s mission support: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
This week’s home bound/care center: Jack Allaire 
This week’s families Joanne Hinch 

Dwight & Debbie Holman 
Tom & Jan Horton 

Other prayer requests: 
The Family of Evelyn Pearsall Matt & Roe Darcy 
Rees Davies Bruce Hannah 
Elle Fran Wylder The Family of Jim Adkins 
Ukraine Thelma Donna & Family 
Laif Leah The Family of Ron 

 ___________________________________   __________________________________  

 ___________________________________   __________________________________  

 ___________________________________   __________________________________  

 ___________________________________   __________________________________  

 ___________________________________   __________________________________  
If an update on prayer requests has not been received after three weeks, the request will be 

removed from this list. Please call the church to update the prayer list.  

mailto:secretary@firstpresgfmt.org
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Notes from Worship – March 27, 2022 
Matthew 18:15-20 

Reproving Another Who Sins 
Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 

and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 
(Matthew 18:18, New Revised Standard Version) 
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