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The Lord is not slow
in keeping His
promise, as some
understand slowness.
Instead He is patient
with you, not wanting
anyone to perish, but
everyone to come to
repentance.
2nd Peter 3:9
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From the Administrative
Commission
Wow, what a wonderful community!
We have met and talked with so many
of you and we have been blessed in
every interview by hearing your strong
heartbeat for this church and for your
community. That is such strength as
we move forward.
An administrative commission is
composed of Ruling Elders and
Ministers of Word and Sacrament. We
are:
Rev. Tim Lanham, the Executive
Director of Glacier Camp.
Rev. Risa Paul, former pastor in Hot
Springs, and now serving BreakAway Ministry.

Rev. Risa Paul

Martha Ripley, Ruling Elder from Missoula
John Warren, Ruling Elder from Helena
We are elected by the full presbytery to work together with you so that First Presbyterian can
once more be a strong united light in this community for the Gospel of Grace. We have spent
the last weeks gathering your stories. And you have told us of your dreams and desires for this
church well as the difficulties. God still has a mission and call for this church in this
community. And we know that He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion.
All we can promise is to walk alongside and together discern the next steps.
Feel free to call me anytime. 406-544-3952 Risa Paul
Still praying,
Risa
~Life is not the way it's supposed to be. It's the way it is. The way you cope with it is what
makes the difference.~
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You remember that statement up at the top of last months letter? Its ok if you don’t. I sometimes forget
it too.
What it said was:
“You cannot leave a situation without spiritual injury, until you can leave it lovingly.”
And that is hard, isn’t it.
We want to scream about how unfairly we have been treated.
We want to dig in and find every detail of the whole mess.
We want everyone to know that we were right and just how wrong they were.
And those seem like the way things ought to be done, after all, God is a God of justice - right?
And there were spears thrown at us. And we need to pull them out of the wall and throw them right
back!
And we do not see that doing that only gets us an A in spear throwing class. And makes us good at
ducking and dodging and turning a great shade of bitter. And that is not a class that is offered in the
School of Grace.
No, the School of Grace is much harder. Because this class talks about forgiveness. And talks about
examining what is in our own eye instead of what might be in someone else’s eye. And it talks about
conflict as an opportunity for the grace of God to shine.
Yes, it is harder, but it is worth the effort for those who graduate leave hard things without spiritual
injury. And shine with a light that cannot be dimmed by circumstance.
~Risa

Report on May 15 Prayer Session
Ten church members plus Pastors Janet Potter and Tim Lanham participated in the prayer session after
church service on May 15. There were many heartfelt prayers expressed for our church's well-being,
current situation, and future plans. Pastors Janet and Tim along with Marla Wilckens felt this was a
needed and successful session. They are planning on a follow-up church wide prayer session on June
26 around 11:30 a.m. after Sunday's church service. Everyone is invited to meet in the Lease Chapel
to pray again for our church's future and to glorify God. The group is looking forward to answered
prayers.
~Marla Wilckens
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We would like to give a special monthly thanks, to
different members of the congregation each month. For
all you have done, are doing, and will do for First
Presbyterian Church and for His Kingdom,
we THANK YOU.

This month the congregation of First Presbyterian Church
would like to acknowledge our Deacons:
Barb Flaherty, Bonnie Feddes, Dave Herman, Deb Skinner,
Judy Buer, Paula Jackson & Tom Hazen (chair).
You continually go above and beyond to serve First Presbyterian
in big and small ways, including (but not limited to) helping
with visitations & prayer needs for our congregation, organizing
the food servers for the Rescue Mission & taking care of greeting,
ushering and communion needs. These acts are needed,
noticed and necessary. Thank you.
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We are the body of Christ:
ACTIVELY SHARING THE GOOD
NEWS OF CHRIST
A recent Lifeway Study revealed that
about 2/3 of the adults in the United
States remember going to a Vacation
Bible School. I do. Do you? And 40% of
those answering remembered going
EVERY YEAR.
Our Vacation Bible School will be in
July. And with a budget that is already
stressed, we need help with this
program. We are reaching out to you to
help us reach out to these children. Last
year we had 75 children in this program
and we are hoping for more this year!
The cost of this program is about
$6000—Yikes!! But when we break it
down on a per child cost, it doesn’t seem to be that much, just $80 per child for a week day camp!
Food (we all know what has happened to prices at the grocery store), craft supplies, t-shirts, store
stock; an expensive program but so worth it as we look at the positive memories of God’s Love and a
caring church community. This is such a community outreach, as we are unique in that we include
children of all abilities.
Would you prayerfully consider sponsoring or partially sponsoring: scholarships ($25 per child),
curriculum ($200), volunteer supplies ($200—water, snacks, etc), misc. supplies (games, music, etc.
$500),t-shirts ($500), store stock ( Bibles, covers, devotionals, etc. $600), a meal ($400 each meal),
marketplace/craft supplies $1000), or our emergency fund ($1000-in case we have more children than
planned for)? If you can’t do all of a sponsorship, but would like to help, any donation is greatly
appreciated! Thank you for prayers and donations.
The charge we have as the Body of Christ to ACTIVELY SHARE THE GOOD NEWS OF CHRIST
is taken very seriously by the Children and Youth Ministry team. Why does such a big slice of our
stressed budget go to this seemly small part of this body? We have between 19-25 children and youth
who attend WOW. Many of these children are grandchildren, nieces and nephews of our congregation
members. These relatives of our church are bringing their friends to hear the Good News of Christ’s
saving power. And they come, at least at first, because it is fun. And then they stay because they are
learning about God’s love for them. Most of these children do not have a “church home” and WOW is
the only place they have to hear this life changing news. We may not see them in our church sanctuary
on Sunday mornings, but this church is their sanctuary on Wednesday nights, for some, the only
sanctuary from their difficult lives that they know. These little ones go home and share what they are
learning with their families.
Ginger Blevins
Moderator of Children and Youth Ministries
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Alissa Brown
Christian Education Director

Thank you to all who have made this
year of WOW such a success. We had a
blast this year. We averaged 19 kids per
week, even welcoming new kids all the
way through the last month! This year
included a terrific trunk or treat,
Christmas pageant (Prepping for the
Landing of Christ), Bible studies, crafts
and games & even bi-monthly
congregational game nights! The
weather on Easter weekend was rough,
but not bad enough to keep these kiddos
down. We celebrated hard with a terrific
Resurrection Celebration and then ended
the year prepping for VBS.

We are ramping up for some great times coming in the
summer; to include, Vacation Bible School, picnics, Glacier
Presbyterian Camp, swimming and many others. As you can
see, our program is continuing to grow. We would love to
welcome more volunteers to help us. The kids are wonderful.
The other volunteers are top notch and there is always the
promise of dinner .

VBS is coming up quick
and there are MANY
ways that you can help! On the next page are some ideas &
immediate needs.
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Leading kids from one spot to another (kid wrangler)
Helping kids and adults learn music
Helping kids and adults put on drama scenes
Helping with setting up or tearing down
Helping with cooking
Helping teach a very easy curriculum (with everything prepared for you) to very eager kiddos
Helping with check in/out
Security (keeping our littles safe)
Helping decorate before and during VBS
Helping pre-make some of the crafts for the kiddos that need a little bit of help
Helping with cooking
Helping make sure that water stations are full
Helping with games
Helping with cooking
Helping advertise
Taking pictures

Also, did I mention help with cooking?!?!!? This is one of our areas where we need the most help!
Last year there were over 1,100 meals made and served during VBS. Please don’t let that number
intimidate you. It is a terrific outreach that this church does. We feed not only the kids, but our
volunteers & their families. We take any leftovers to our surrounding first responders as a thank you
for keeping us all safe. The more people we get to help the easier it is (and kitchen workers get first
dibs on the frozen neckerchiefs ).We also have a list of items needed! This list will be posted on
the office door!
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PENTECOST OFFERING JUNE 4, 2022
God’s vision for the world is that everyone find their place in God’s king-dom — in God’s household.
At Pentecost, we celebrate God’s pouring out of the Holy Spirit so that everyone may hear and know
a word of welcome. We are all connected in God’s household — living, learning and celebrating as
the church … together.
In this season of new awakening, we look particularly to children, youth and young adults for their
new thoughts, approaches and questions. The psalmist reminds us that faith is established in our
earliest years, saying, “For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O Lord, from my youth.” These
youngest members of the household of faith need our support to reach their full potential in faith
and life. We all have important roles to play in their journey. And while we teach and lead, we often
find that these younger ones give us new insights into our own faith and in how the Holy Spirit is
moving in our world. Your gifts to the Pentecost Offering support ministries with children, youth and
young adults in your community, across the nation and around the world.
As you prepare to receive the Pentecost Offering, remember that 40% of your gifts remain in your
community to support ministries with younger people in your context that you choose. This year, we
plan to use our 40% to purchase supplies to help kids with special needs participate in Vacation
Bible School. The remainder of your offering is forwarded to the denomination so that young adults
can form a foundation for their lives through a year of service in the Young Adult Volunteer Program;
youth can be among the 5,000-plus having mountaintop experiences in worship, play and faith
formation at events like the Presbyterian Youth Triennium; and children can receive educational
support through the Educate a Child, Transform the World initiative.
During this Pentecost season, as we celebrate God’s gift to the church of Spirit-led energy,
intelligence, imagination and love, We invite you to join us in celebrating our part in building lives of
faith among our children, youth and young adults. These younger members of the household of faith
are not just the future of the church — they ARE the church. Please give generously.
Yours in Christ,
Mission Committee
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A
Letter Of
Gratitude
Dear Church Family and Friends,
How could Jim and I possibly express our
level of gratitude for your role in getting
us through the last few years? How else
could we have dealt with my injuries
from a fall in the church and Jim’s
courageous battle against colon cancer.
Jim & Penny Adkins
We felt God’s presence at all times. We knew that your prayers provided ongoing support.
You visited us at the hospital, at home, and then at hospice. Some of you brought food, and
some of you helped me move to Grandview after Jim died. Some of you have been working in
our home, clearing out the excess possessions, selling and giving away things; preparing the
place for sale to a new family in our beloved neighborhood.
You came to Jim’s columbarium service, or to Jim’s celebration of life. We all joined in singing
“Here I Am, Lord.” We ate a delicious lunch served by the deacons. We shared memories, and
we rejoiced in the many ways that Jim engaged our community in his projects.
Our every need was addressed. We offer a heartfelt thank you to each of you.
Love,
Penny Adkins
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GLACIER CAMP ANNOUNCEMENTS!
Male Counselor Needed! To complete our
Summer staff for the 2022 camping season, we
need one more male counselor. Do you know
someone who might be interested? Applicants
need to be high school graduates. We will provide
all the training. Contact elijah@glaciercamp.org,
megan@glaciercamp.org, or
timothy@glaciercamp.org.
Work weekend — June 10th-12th: Help us get the
camp ready for the Summer season. Join us for a
work weekend starting at 4.00 p.m. on Friday, June
10th. There are plenty of big and little jobs that
need to be done. Complimentary lodging is
available in Spruce Lodge. Contact
info@glaciercamp.org.
Summer Kick-Off — Staff Dedication Service: Join us on Sunday, June 12th at 5.30 p.m. on the
lawn of Lake Lodge for our official kick off to the Summer season. We will begin with a
worship service that includes the dedication of our Summer staff followed by a picnic dinner.

Cameron Family Center Mission Opportunity
The Cameron Family Center is once again welcoming volunteers to serve dinner at their
center. Our church has signed up to serve on the third Friday of the month. Volunteers work
from 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.. If you are interested in volunteering for this mission or for more
information, please contact Paula Jackson.
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The due date for
the JULY PRESS
articles will be
Thursday, June
16th by noon!

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

5
6
7
10:00a.m.6:30 p.m.- Beth 12:00p.m.Worship
Moore Study
Souler Energy
11:00a.m.Mtg
Fellowship Time

12
13
10:00a.m.6:30 p.m.- Beth
Worship
Moore Study
11:00a.m.Fellowship Time
11:30a.m.Children & Youth
Ministry
Committee

4:00p.m.Finance
Committee
5:30p.m.Property
Committee

14

Thur

Fri

Sat

1

2
5:00p.m.Worship
Committee
6:30p.m.Biblical Practice
Class

3

4

8

9
6:30p.m.Biblical Practice
Class

10

11

15

16

17

18

23

24

25

12:00 p.m.PRESS DUE

19
20
10:00a.m.6:30 p.m.- Beth
Worship
Moore Study
Fellowship Time
11:30a.m.-

21

26
27
10:00a.m.6:30 p.m.- Beth 6:30p.m.Worship
Moore Study
Deacon Mtg
Fellowship Time
11:30a.m.-

28

22
12:00p.m.Spiritual Life
Committee

29

30

For meeting places please
feel free to call the church office!
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OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday
8a.m.-3p.m.
406.453.1411

1315 Central Avenue
Great Falls, MT 59401
firstpresgfmt.org
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

In search of weekly updates? Look no further! Our weekly
e-blasts are sent on Saturday mornings to keep you
updated on current classes, events, bulletins and more!
To register to receive e-blasts please email
publications@firstpresgfmt.org.
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