...joyfully worshiping God...
(An * indicates “please stand if you’re comfortably able.”)

GATHERING MUSIC

Joan Schmidt

WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE
Liturgist: During Advent, we are on a journey that takes a look at how God blesses each and every one of us with
the ability to be transformed. The chimes of the clock-tower bells in Dickens’ classic, A Christmas Carol,
provided a wake-up call for Ebenezer Scrooge and turned him from his resentment, fear and isolation.
The cultural context in which Dickens placed his powerful Christmas story was 1800’s England—a time of great
divide between rich and poor—something on which Dickens wanted to shed a light. His main character,
Ebenezer Scrooge, had one redeeming value in life: GETTING MORE MONEY. Scrooge lived in resentment
and fear as he watched out only for himself.
God’s economy, on the other hand, says that there is enough for all and that all are worthy of the abundance of
life and joy, freedom and sustenance.
How do we respond? God’s way or Ebenezer Scrooge’s way? Will we move toward the richness of peace for all
OR will we continue to be chained by the poverty of exclusion?

PRELUDE

Divinum Mysterium

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Come together, one and all, in the giving spirit.
Gifts abound here, joyously we feel it.
Blessings sent us from above guide us on our way.
We raise our voice as we rejoice, bow our head and pray.
A miracle has just begun. God bless us everyone!
Holy Living God, Blessed Jesus, Guiding Spirit,
we open today to this journey of past, present and future
Knowing that you hold all of it in your hands. . .
you hold all of us in your hands.
Open us to your miracle just begun
and in this season transform us into those whose giving
brings peace in a turbulent world.
Open us to you, to each other, and to the voices no one hears
so that your reign of mercy, justice and love
can be made known to all.

Matthew Weston

(Leader, People)

“Silent Prayer”

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
As sure as the fig tree blossoms,
So sure is the salvation of God,
Poured out for the world in Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlefolk

Cathedral Choir

Isaiah 9:6-7
Luke 1:46-47, 52-55

MESSAGE

Rev. Risa Paul

HYMN OF RESPONSE

Love Has Come

GTG 110

...RESPONDING TO THE
GOOD NEWS
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
GTG 88, vs. 1,6,7

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Church
universal, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting

OFFERING OF GIFTS AND TALENTS
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Arr. Lorie Line

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The Lord’s Prayer

(Tune: Away in a Manger)
Sung by congregation

...SENDING FOR SERVICE
*SENDING HYMN

...HEARING THE GOOD NEWS
MESSAGE IN MUSIC

SCRIPTURE READING

descended to the dead. On the third day He rose
again; He ascended into heaven, He is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and He will come to
judge the living and the dead.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

I invite you to pass the peace of Christ with your
neighbors, saying, “Peace be with you.”

To the voices no one hears, we have come to find you
with your laughter and your tears, goodness, hope and virtue.
Family, parents, children, friends; each a treasure be.
One candle’s light dispels the night; now our eyes can see.
Burning brighter than the sun, God bless us everyone!
Today we light the candle of peace.
Peace for those terrorized by inner turmoil or outer strife,
Violence at home, acts of hatred, a ravaged earth, or a scarred psyche.
We light this candle because we believe that
Peace is possible through God’s redeeming presence among us.
A miracle has just begun! God bless us everyone!

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Coming Christ,
You may not find us as you hoped.
We’ve stopped listening to distress we do not wish to
hear.
We are numb to inconvenient truths.
Keep us alert, O God, to the needs of our neighbors.
Revive our hearts laden with compassion fatigue.
Sharpen our minds clouded by worries.
Sober our lives addicted to privilege.
Show us the signs of your coming,
That we way stand before you, the Son of Man,
In whose name we pray.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE

ENTRANCE HYMN

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He

Go Now in Peace

Don Besig

*CHARGE
*BLESSING

There’s a little Scrooge in each of us
Yearning to thaw, yearning to love again.
This week may you be visited by a surprising
peace
That may surpass you understanding.
And when you feel it, even if for just a fleeting
moment,
Know the miracle has just begun in you, for the
sake of the whole world.
May you be blessed by our God who loves you
deeply;
By Jesus, the true gift of God to each of us—this
season and in all our days;
And the spirit who shows up just in time!

POSTLUDE

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
Arr. Paul Manz

...compassionately caring for one
another...
PRAYER REQUESTS
Prayers for those currently
impacted by war; that all would
be comforted. Prayers for our
church body during this time of
transition and change.
PRAYER PARTNERS
Prayer requests may be made
by calling Jane Snowberger
(761-0518) or Marla Wilckens
(452-0226).
OUR WEEKLY TELEVISION
BROADCAST
Souler Energy, our weekly
Sunday Worship broadcast, can
be viewed every Sunday at
9:30am on KFBB TV Channel 5
(cable channel 9).
If you would like to support the
continued broadcast of this
program, donations are always
appreciated. Mark your check in
the memo section for “Souler
Energy” or use a blue envelope
found in the pews, and drop in
the offering plate. Thank you!

- Church Staff Bridge Pastor………..........Rev. Risa Paul
CE Director……………..........Alissa Brown
Office Manager…..……….….Keyna Myers
Treasurer……………..…………...Liza Nosich
Ministry Of Music……….…Joan Schmidt
Publications Secretary……….Faith Janes

Calling for Longfellow Volunteers! If you
think you may be interested in reading with
a child or playing board games indoors
during recess, please come to a volunteer
training session on November 18 at the
school administration building. There is no
commitment. Just come to see what it’s all
about. For further information call Jane
Hashley, 781-2315
Join us on Wednesday nights at 6:00 p.m.
for Dinner and a Movie. We'll be showing
"The Chosen".
“Be a Sweetheart Tree”
declared a success!
There will be more warm hands and feet at
the Great Falls Rescue Mission Cameron
Family Center thanks to our church's
congregation. Sponsored by Presbyterian
Women, the Be a Sweetheart Tree garnered
just under 100 items. Items donated
included hats, mittens, gloves, socks,
scarves and other winterwear. Staff at the
Cameron Family Center were very pleased
to receive these much needed items.
PRAYER – JUST A CONVERSATION
WITH GOD
Everyone is invited to participate in an allchurch prayer session after church service
on December 18, 11:30ish, in the Graham
Parlor.
We will pray for the future of our church plus
other concerns that are on our hearts.
Participation has been uplifting in that those
attending seem to have the same concerns.
Grab a cup of coffee and snack, greet your
friends, and then come to the Graham
Parlor.
Marla Wilckens will help facilitate prayer for
our church.

...humbly serving others...
Peace Place - Monday-Friday from 9:00
a.m. - 12:30 p.m. & 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
We are a “Safe Haven for Special Families”,
offering gentle care and renewal to families
raising young children who are fragile. Call
453-1411 for more information, or to chat
with a staff member!

...continually growing in
God’s Word...

Today’s message

Classes/Studies
The Redemption Of Scrooge
Tuesdays @ 11:00 a.m. & Thursdays 6:30
p.m. starting Tuesday, November 29th.
This class will be taught by Rev. Risa Paul

...and actively sharing the Good News of
Christ
Worship Service - Sunday, 10:00 a.m. A
time to gather in celebration and praise of
our Lord!
Coffee Hour - immediately following
worship. Everyone is welcome to attend!
MidWeek Ministry - Wednesday, 6:00 p.m.
- 8:00 p.m., starting in Faith Village.

November 27th, 2022
We are the body of Christ...
1315 Central Avenue, Great Falls, Montana 59401
(406) 453-1411
Website: www.firstpresgfmt.org
https://www.facebook.com/firstpresgfmt

