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PASTORAL PENSAMIENTOS 
(Pensamientos = the Spanish word for thoughts) (Because the pastor part of me LOVES 

alliteration!)  
 
In November I was gone most of the month cleaning out the house where I raised my 
family. The 5 bedrooms and 3 baths were great when I had my three children, a husband 
and a mother in law living with me, but a bit much for me now! I am glad it is sold! I also 
totaled the car in a car vs deer collision. Both the car and the deer were lost, but I was not 
injured. 
 
But that did not mean that we were not moving forward at First Presbyterian. I am 
especially proud of the nominating committee and all their hard work building some 
great nominees for session. And Finance continues to do a great job working to present us 
with a balanced sustainable budget. The pledge drive led by Gene Thayer and Rick 
Blevins is doing well too - but there is still a way to go. Have you sent in your pledge 
yet?  
 
I will miss Alissa (Brown) in the office. We all will. But I am proud of the ongoing 
program that our CYM committee is putting together. I am proud of their ownership and 
recognition that our Youth program does not depend solely on our wonderful former CE 
Director, but depends on all of us pitching in as we are called and able.  
 
One of the most exciting bits in this month is a donation that will cover the next few 
months of our Souler Energy broadcast as we continue to raise the funds that are needed 
outside of the budget.  
 
I love how the church looks - all decorated for Advent and Christmas. I was especially 
blessed by the changes in my office while I was gone. It made me feel very appreciated 
and loved. And if you haven’t tried it - this series on the Redemption of Scrooge, seeing 
the ties between the Dickens Christmas classic and Scriptural themes -- well the preacher 
is having lots of fun with this. We are also looking at this on our Tuesday at 11/Thursday 
at 6:30 classes - come join us!  
 
Lots to do in the month of December. Including finding time for the home visits and 
communion with the deacons.  I love doting that so much.  
 
Let me know how I can help you in the season. I know that sometimes all is not so 
“merry and bright” as we grieve people and hopes that are no longer with us. We will 
have a “Blue Christmas” service on the afternoon of the 18th just so we can support each 
other in the hard. My second child died on December 26 … I understand that there is 
darkness as well as joy in this season.  
 
I am glad to be back here with you. And may God Bless us  Everyone.  
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A Cup of Love 
Posted on November 27, 2022 by Joe Chambers 

Then Jesus came near… Matthew 28:18 

What would it look like for you and me to follow Jesus? In what ways, can you empty yourself of your 

time, emotional energy, and material possessions to serve others and give glory to God? 

Like when you are in an argument, and you decide to let the other person get the last word—like Jesus 

did before Herod and Pilate. That is when you are following the humble King down into greatness. 

How about when you are tempted to walk down another aisle at your local grocery rather than come 

face-to-face with a person who has harmed you and you meet them in the produce section and say, “Hi” 

and give them a hug? That is a person who is following Jesus down as he loves God and serves others. 

Perhaps instead of holding onto your loneliness like a security blanket, you seek out others that are 

lonely and at every opportunity, you get to make them feel as if you have been waiting all day to see 

them. 

About nine years ago while we were living in the Seattle area, I was going through a difficult time and our 

church was really struggling. A man in our church invited me to get a coffee with him. And so, I met him 

at a coffee house and after shaking hands, we took our seats. 

“How are you doing today, pastor?” he asked. 

“I’m doing Okay, Gene,” I said. 

“You seemed a little discouraged last Sunday,” he said. 

“Yeah, no pastor spends hours preparing a sermon only to preach it to more chairs than the people he 

loves.” 

“It was a good sermon, pastor. I needed to hear it,” he said. 

“Thanks.” 

Then for the next hour, we talked about the stuff of life. 

Gene was about ten years older than me, maybe more than ten years. He had a shock of white hair, and 

a soft and smooth face, and spoke with a deep and warm Texas drawl. He laughed often and deeply. 

There was no posing, no pretense—just the simple, quiet presence of a good man. 

We didn’t talk about politics, theology, or literature. We skipped from topic to topic in a random and 

ricocheted way and told each other stories from our lives. 

That day, in that coffee shop, I needed an old soul to sit with me for a while. 

Later that evening I mentioned to Lynette about the coffee and said how encouraging it was to me. 

“What did he say that picked up your spirits?” she asked. 

“Actually, nothing,” I said. 

Gene didn’t try to cheer me up. He didn’t give me plucky platitudes. He didn’t quote scripture to me. He 

didn’t even buy my coffee! I’ll tell you what he gave me. He gave me his presence and his time. And that 

made all the difference. A small grace of the presence of Christ through the voice and skin of a Texan 

named Gene Smith. 
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I’m sure Gene would not remember that coffee, but I do. And now you know about it. Never 

underestimate the grace of your presence. You don’t have to fix anything. Let the presence of the 

lord of Lords seep out of your soul into the sacred space between you and someone who is hurting. 

Spend some time with this ancient poem by Symeon the New Theologian, 

We Awaken in Christ’s Body 

We awaken in Christ’s body 

as Christ awakens our bodies, 

and my poor hand is Christ, He enters 

my foot, and is infinitely me. 

I move my hand, and wonderfully 

my hand becomes Christ, becomes all of Him 

(for God is indivisibly 

whole, seamless in His Godhood). 

I move my foot, and at once 

He appears like a flash of lightning. 

Do my words seem blasphemous? — Then 

open your heart to Him 

and let yourself receive the one 

who is opening to you so deeply. 

For if we genuinely love Him, 

we wake up inside Christ’s body 

where all our body, all over, 

every most hidden part of it, 

is realized in joy as Him, 

and He makes us, utterly, real, 

and everything that is hurt, everything 

that seemed to us dark, harsh, shameful, 

maimed, ugly, irreparably 

damaged, is in Him transformed 

and recognized as whole, as lovely, 

and radiant in His light 

he awakens as the Beloved 

in every last part of our body. 

That’s how Jesus comes near, and how He touches this world…through you. So, who needs a cup of 

coffee with you? 

Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus. Phill 2:5 
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MITTENS TO SPARE? 

 

Presbyterian Women is sponsoring a “Mitten Tree” for donations of warm winterwear  

items.  They are asking for new or gently used mittens, scarves, socks, hats etc. to be 

donated.  These items can be pinned to the tree in the Social Hall.  The items will be 

donated to the Rescue Mission at the beginning of the new year. 

 

 

 

"The Deacons are available to provide transportation to members or any other 
worshipper seeking to attend Sunday morning services.  If you, or someone you know, is 

in need of transportation please contact the Church offices.  The Deacons would be 
happy to organize a ride for you!" 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRAYER – JUST A CONVERSATION WITH GOD 

 
Everyone is invited to participate in an all-church prayer session after church service on 
December 18th, 11:30 a.m., in the Graham Parlor. 
 
We will pray for the future of our church plus other concerns that are on our hearts.  
Participation has been uplifting in that those attending seem to have the same 
concerns. 
 
Grab a cup of coffee and snack, greet your friends, and then come to the Graham 
Parlor. 
 
Marla Wilckens will help facilitate prayer for our church. 
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Holiday Greetings from the Mission Committee! 

As you are all snuggled up in your warm jammies 
sipping hot cocoa and watching movies, we ask that you 
think about those that have been or will be displaced 
this holiday season. The mission committee is putting 
together a tree that will have simple clothing items on it 
such as socks, pajamas, and under clothes. These items 
will then be dispersed to the Mercy home, the 
Children’s Receiving home, and Longfellow school. 
Quite often the women and children that run for the 
Mercy home or that are placed in the Children’s 
Receiving home go there with very little if anything at 
all. Sometimes clean under garments and warm pjs 
make all the difference in the world that first night. The 

children at Longfellow school are also in need of these items and so is the school itself, for kids 
that have accidents at school clean clothing can help make an embarrassing situation 
tolerable. The tree with the tags on it will be in the social hall at church. Please consider taking 
one (or more) to help us fulfill this need in our immediate community. If you have questions 
about this project please contact Pastor Risa or Judy Buer from the mission committee.  

 

Mission Committee is working again with Family Promise 

Instead of rotating a place bed down at night between churches, Family Promise now provides 
emergency temporary shelter at area hotels. This helps when families cannot receive 
assistance from other agencies for up to 90 days, for two families at a time, while they work 
on their stability plan.   
They still provide daycare at the (HUB) for families. That includes a children's play area that 
also has the following services: transportation, meals, laundry, and showers. 
Eviction Prevention Services--we provide rent, deposit and utility expense assistance to 
families facing eviction 
Currently looking for donations of the following: 
Sanitizing wipes, blankets, pillows (new) macaroni & cheese microwave cups,• ramen , 
8 1⁄2” by 11” office paper, toilet paper, diapers all sizes, socks (new, all sizes) saltine crackers, 
coffee pods , decaf coffee pods, Chef Boyardee (pulltop lid), light gloves (all sizes), hot 
chocolate, soup (pulltop lid), paper towels, laundry detergent pods, backpacks & bottled 
water. 
To contact Family Promise: 

Family Promise 

1019 Central Ave 

 Great Falls, MT 59401 

  406-564-5267 

 

tel:4065645267
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

1 

5:00 p.m. 
Worship 
Committee 
6:30 p.m.-The 
Redemption Of 
Scrooge  

2 
 

3 
11:00 a.m. 
Christmas Tea 

4 

10:00a.m.-
Worship 
11:00 a.m. 
Fellowship Time 

5 

 

6 

11:00 a.m. The 
Redemption Of 
Scrooge  
12:00p.m.-
Souler Energy 
Mtg 
1:00 p.m. CWR 
 
 
 
 

7 
6:00 p.m.-
MidWeek 
Ministry & 
Chosen Series 

8 

6:30 p.m.-The 
Redemption Of 
Scrooge  

9 
5:30 p.m. 
CYM Mtg 

10 
 

11 

10:00a.m.-
Worship 
11:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Time 
 

12 

 

13 

11:00 a.m.-The 
Redemption Of 
Scrooge  
1:00 p.m.-CWR 
3:00p.m.-
Finance 
Committee 

14 
6:00 p.m. Polar 
Express 

15 

6:30 p.m.-The 
Redemption Of 
Scrooge  
 
PRESS DUE 

16 17 

10:00 a.m.-
Presbyterian 
Women 

18 

10:00a.m.-
Worship 
11:30 a.m. 
Prayer Mtg 
3”30 p.m.:Blue 
Christmas 
Service 

19 

 

20 

11:00 a.m. The 
Redemption Of 
Scrooge  
1:00 p.m.-CWR 
6:30 p.m.-
Session Mtg 

21 
6:00 p.m.-
MidWeek 
Ministry & 
Chosen Series 

22 

6:30 p.m.-The 
Redemption Of 
Scrooge  

23 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

24 

25 

10:00a.m.-
Worship 
11:00 a.m. 
Fellowship Time 

26 

OFFICE CLOSED 

27 

6:30 p.m.-
Deacon Mtg 

28 

 

29 30 31 

For meeting places please  
feel free to call the church office! 
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1315 Central Avenue 
Great Falls, MT 59401 
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cjo22_connected_by_love_insert.pdf (pcusa.org)  

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/specialofferings/christmas_joy/2022/cjo22_connected_by_love_insert.pdf

